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PREFACE
PRAYING WHEN YOU’RE CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE
Have you ever been caught between two arguing people,
or have you ever been caught between something you have to
do at work and something you have to do at home? Suppose
you’re caught between what your spouse wants you to do, and
your parents. How does it feel to be “caught?”
It’s uncomfortable . . . it’s embarrassing . . . costly . . . it
can be life-threatening. Sometimes it’ll kill you.
So how do you pray when you’re caught in the middle
and you’re in danger, spiritually, if not physically? You cry out
a desperate prayer, “Help Lord.”
Jeremiah and Ezekiel were caught in the middle of
several predicaments. So we will read their books to see what
God told them to do, and what God told Israel to do. Then we’ll
see how both prophets responded to God in their pressurepacked situations.
Both prophets were called of God to deliver a message
to the people. Both prophets were told to warn Israel that the
Babylonians were coming to destroy the nation and would
destroy their way of life. The city of Jerusalem would also be
destroyed and the Temple.
The people didn’t believe either man; in fact Israel
refused to believe their prophecies. Both prophets were
caught in the middle between a holy angry God and an idolloving people. Read to see how both prophets responded to
pressure.
Jeremiah was called before kings, they were supposed
to be God’s rulers over God’s people. While Jeremiah may have
respected the king’s office, he spoke God’s word to each king.
He was caught in the middle between an angry God, and in
some cases, an angry king. Recall how Jeremiah remained
faithful to God even though humiliated, beaten and jailed.
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Ezekiel was from the priestly family, but as a young man
was carried to Babylon to be trained to serve the King of
Babylon. Even from a foreign country, God gave him visions of
sin going on in the Temple. Because of these sins, Ezekiel
warned the nation of coming judgment on those in the
Promised Land.
Then Ezekiel had messages for the others who were
already taken captive with him to Babylon. Again he was
caught in the middle between God and the people.
Both prophets were caught between 587 B.C.,
destruction of Jerusalem, and the future coming Millennium
Kingdom. In 587 B.C. Jerusalem and the Temple were
destroyed, a vast number of Israelites were killed; most of the
others were taken prisoner to Babylon with only a small
remnant left in the land. With the sacrifices abolished, the Ark
of the Covenant gone, no operative priest and the Jewish way of
life (culture) crushed, what message of hope did the prophets
have?
Jeremiah tells the captives in Babylon to settle down in
a foreign land, build homes, have children and live for God
there (chapter 30).
This period of time will later be called the deportation,
the Jews outside the Holy Land. They both predicted the Jewish
return home to Palestine.
Ezekiel writes of a vision of seeing a valley of dry bones,
a picture of Israel’s spiritual death. Ezekiel preaches the Word
of the LORD over the bones and the bones come together into
skeletons. Then meat and skin cover the bones (a picture of
Israel coming back to the land in unbelief). Then the Spirit of
God breathes breath into them and Israel believes, i.e.,
receives spiritual life (chapter 37).
God speaks through the prophet, “I will open your grave .
. . and will bring you into the land of Israel” (37:12). Then God
promises the fulfillment of Jewish hope, “David my servant
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shall be king” (37:24). The ultimate promise, “My tabernacle
(God’s home) shall be with them” (37:27).
Therefore, we are like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, we’re caught
in the middle between the past glory days of miracles and
God’s presence on earth and the future when God will return to
earth to rule over men.
What do we have now? A silent heaven! So we must live
by the words of God written in Scripture.
We live in a world dominated by sinful men, allowed by
God to do their evil. But in God’s mercy, He doesn’t allow evil to
advance past His restraint.
Perhaps you feel the pressure like Jeremiah and Ezekiel.
But the pressure on you is from different sources, even though
the pressure is as real as that felt by the prophets.
You get pressure from your old sinful nature to please
your “selfish whims” or your secret desires. These are called
temptations. You feel “greed” or “anger” or some other lower
natural yearnings. Yet at the same time you have a great
desire to serve God, and you want to do God’s will. You know
what is the right thing to do, and you want to do it, but you don’t
always find the strength to do right.
When you’re caught in the middle, remember you’re not
the first to feel this pressure. The Apostle Paul felt this
pressure when he said, “For the good that I will to do, I do not
do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice” (Rom. 7:19).
Paul cried out, “O wretched man that I am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death?” (Rom. 7:24).
When you’re caught in the middle between your sinful
desires and the will of God, claim the victory as did Paul, “I
thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:25).
As you read—look back—to see what life was like when
God dwelt on earth with people. But man’s sin messed up what
God wanted for His people. In the same way, people destroy—
today—the good life they could have by the evil they do.
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Then read of the future God predicts for His people.
When the righteous are resurrected, they’ll have no sin nature.
They will live with God in peace.
So, we’re caught in the middle between then and now.
We must live for God in a sinful world—now, and struggle with
a sinful nature—now. But we have so much to help us. We
have a new nature because we’ve been born again (John 3:1-8).
We have Christ in our hearts (John 1:12). We have the Holy
Spirit to guide us (Rom. 8:14-17). We have the Scriptures to tell
us God’s will for our lives (Heb. 4:12). So we’re caught in the
middle, but God has not left us destitute; we have all of the
above. Then remember, “If God is for us, who can be against
us?” (Rom. 8:31).
Written from my home
At the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains
Elmer L. Towns
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SCRIPTURE
THE LORD CALLS JEREMIAH
Jeremiah 1
These are the words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, who belonged to
the family of priests who lived in the town of Anathoth. That
town is in the land that belongs to the tribe of Benjamin.
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah during the 13th year that Josiah,
the son of Amon, was the king of Judah. The LORD also spoke to
Jeremiah while Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah was the king of
Judah. And, the LORD spoke to Jeremiah during the 11 years and
5 months that Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, was the king of
Judah. After that, the people who lived in Jerusalem were taken
away as captives out of their country.
The LORD spoke these words to me: “Before I made you in your
mother’s womb, I chose you; before you were born, I set you
apart for a special work;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
Then I said, “But O LORD God, I do not know how to speak. I am only a
child.”
But the LORD said to me, “Don’t say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go
everywhere that I send you. You must say everything I tell you
to say. Don’t be afraid of anyone, because I am with you. I will
protect you,” says the LORD.
Then the LORD reached out with His hand and touched my mouth. He
said to me, “Look, I am putting My words in your mouth. Today, I
have put you in charge of nations and kingdoms. You will pull
up and tear down. You will destroy and overthrow. You will
build up and plant.”
The LORD spoke this word to me: “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
I answered the LORD and said, “I see a stick of almond wood.”
The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly. And, I am watching to
make sure My words come true.”
The LORD spoke His word to me again: “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
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I answered the LORD and said, “I see a pot of boiling water. It is
spilling over from the north.” (Foreign invaders from the east
would approach Jerusalem from the north.)
The LORD said to me, “Disaster will come from the north. It will
happen to all the people who live in this country. In a short
time, I will call all of the people in the northern kingdoms”
(referring to the Babylonians) said the LORD.
“Those kings will come and set up their thrones near the entrance
of the gate of Jerusalem. They will attack the city walls around
Jerusalem; they will attack all the cities in Judah. And, I will
pronounce My judgments against My people; I will do this
because of their evil in turning away from Me.
They offered sacrifices to other gods and, they worshiped idols that
they had made with their own hands.
“Jeremiah, get ready. Stand up and speak to the people. Tell them
everything I tell you to say. Don’t be afraid of the people. If you
are afraid of them, then I will give you good reason to be afraid
of them. Today, I am going to make you like a strong city, an
iron pillar, a bronze wall. You will be able to withstand
everyone in the land—Judah’s kings, officers, priests, and the
people of the land. They will fight against you, but they will not
defeat you. That is because I am with you, and I will save you,”
says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Too often we think life began when we were born, but God has a
plan for our lives even before we were conceived in our mother’s
womb. God is not limited by time. He stands above time and prepares
us for His purpose within our limited time. LORD, I yield to Your divine

purpose for my life, and I pray I may find what You want me to do in
life and faithfully do it.
Most of us feel overwhelmed when God calls us to serve Him.
We cry out with Jeremiah, “I am only a child.” But that’s the starting
point of success, it’s “not I, but Christ.” When you realize your
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inability to do what God has called you to do, then cry out for His help.

LORD, I can’t do what You called me to do. Give me wisdom I don’t
have, give me strength when I’m weak. Help me make right decisions,
and give me courage to never quit.

Has God got an extremely hard job for you? Jeremiah’s job was
not only difficult, it would prove to be lonely and overwhelming. Yet
God promised, “They will not defeat you.” If you have a difficult task,
remember, God will be with you (Matt. 28:20). Some will have jobs to
do where they win. Others may lose the battle and apparently lose
everything on earth. But if you do God’s task you will win, no matter
the outcome. LORD, I don’t want to be successful; I want to be faithful.

I will speak what You tell me to say. I will go where You send me. I
will be what You want me to be.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL ABANDONS GOD
Jeremiah 2
The LORD spoke this word to me: “Go and speak to the people of
Jerusalem, saying to them: This is what the LORD says:
‘When you were a young nation, you were faithful to Me;
You loved Me like a young bride.
You followed Me through the desert;
It was a land that had never been planted.
The people of Israel were holy to the LORD;
They were like the first-fruit from His harvest.
Those who tried to hurt Israel were punished,
Disasters happened to them,’” says the LORD.
Hear the word of the LORD, O household of Jacob;
Hear the message, all you clans of the household of Israel.
This is what the LORD says: “I was fair to your ancestors, why did they
turn Away from Me?
Your ancestors worshipped worthless idols
And, they became worthless themselves.
Your ancestors did not ask:
‘The LORD brought us out of the land of Egypt.
He led us through the desert;
He led us through a dry and rocky land.
He led us through a dark and dangerous land;
He led us where no one travels or lives,
But where is He now?’
I brought you into a fertile land;
I did this, so that you could eat its fruit and produce.
But you came and made My land unclean;
You made it a disgusting place.
The priests did not ask:
‘Where is the LORD?’
The people who study the Torah did not know Me;
The leaders turned against Me.
The so-called ‘prophets’ prophesied by the name of Baal;
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They worshipped useless idols.
“So, I will again tell what I have against you,” says the LORD,
“And, I will tell what I have against your grandchildren.
Go across the sea to the island of Cyprus and observe;
Send someone to the land of Kedar,
See if there has ever been anything like this.
Has a nation ever exchanged their old gods for new ones?
(Of course, their gods are not really gods at all.)
But My people have exchanged their glorious God
For idols that are worth nothing.
O skies, be shocked at the things that have happened,
Shake with great fear,” says the LORD.
“My people have done two sins;
They have turned away from Me
For, I am the spring of living water.
And, they have dug their own wells,
But they are broken cisterns that cannot hold water.
Have the people of Israel become slaves?
Have they become like someone who was born a slave?
Why was their wealth plundered?
Enemies roar like lions at Israel;
They growl at Israel.
They have destroyed the land of Israel;
The cities of Israel have been burned,
And all the people have left.
The men from the Egyptian cities of Memphis and Tahpanhes
Have disgraced you by shaving the top of your head.
You have only brought this on yourselves;
You turned away from Me, the LORD your God,
When I led you in the way.
It did not help to go to Egypt
And drink from the Shihor River.
It did not help to go to Assyria
And drink from the Euphrates River.
Your evil will bring punishment to you;
The wrong that you have done will teach you a lesson.
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Think about it and understand,
It is a terrible evil to turn away from the LORD, your God;
It is wrong not to fear Me,”
Says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“A long time ago, you refused to obey Me as an ox breaks its yoke;
You broke the ropes that I used to hold you to Me,
You said to Me, ‘I will not serve you.’
Indeed, on every high hill
And under every green tree
You lay down like a prostitute.
I planted you as a special vine;
You were like very good seed.
How then did you turn
Into a wild vine that grows bad fruit?
You might wash yourself with cleanser,
and, you might use a lot of soap; nevertheless, I can still see
the stain of your guilt,”
says the LORD God.
“How can you say to Me, ‘I am not guilty.
I have not worshipped the Baal idols’?
Think about the things you did in the valley;
Think about what you have done.
You are like a female camel in mating season;
She runs from place to place.
You are like a wild donkey that lives in the desert;
At mating time she sniffs the wind,
At that time, no one can hold her back.
Any male donkey that chases her will easily catch her;
At mating time, it’s easy to find her.
Don’t run until your feet are bare
Or until your throat is dry.
Yet you say: ‘It’s no use,
I love those other gods;
I must worship them.’
“A thief is ashamed when caught in the act of stealing;
In the same way, the household of Israel is ashamed.
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The kings and the officers,
The so called ‘priests’ and the ‘prophets’ are ashamed.
They say to things of wood: ‘You are my father;’
They say to idols of stone: ‘You gave birth to me.’
Those people won’t look at Me;
They have turned their back to Me.
But when they get into trouble, they say:
‘Come and save us.’
Where are the idols that you have made for yourselves?
Let them come and save you
When you are in trouble.
O people of Judah, you have as many idols
As you have towns.
“Why do you accuse Me?” You ask.
Because all of you have turned against Me,” says the LORD.
“I punished your people, but it did not help;
They didn’t come back when they were punished.
With your swords, you killed the true prophets who preached to you;
You were like a dangerous lion.”
“O people of Judah, pay attention to the word of the LORD:
Have I been like a desert to the people of Israel?
Have I been like a dark and dangerous land to them?
Why do My people say: ‘We are free to wander;
We won’t come to You anymore’?
A young woman does not forget her jewelry;
A bride does not forget the decorations for her dress.
Yet My people have forgotten Me
For more days than can be counted.
You really know how to chase after love;
Even the worst women could learn evil ways from you.
You have blood on your clothes;
It is the blood of the poor and innocent people.
You killed them,
But they were not thieves that you had caught breaking in.
You do all these things, but you say:
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‘I am innocent, God is not angry with me.’
Nevertheless, I will judge you as guilty of lying;
It is because you say: ‘I have not sinned.’
It’s so easy for you to change your mind;
Assyria let you down,
And, Egypt will let you down too.
You will eventually leave that place;
And, like captives, your hands will be on your head.
You trusted those foreign countries,
But you will not be helped by them;
Because the LORD has rejected them.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Throughout, Jeremiah kept saying, “The LORD spoke His word to
me.” He probably heard the audible Word of God, but you have the
written Word of God available to you. It’s objective, reliable, and you
can go back repeatedly to study the meaning of every word. You don’t
have to rely on your memory of what you heard. LORD, thank You for

speaking to me through Your written Word. I will study carefully to
know what You said, I will obey carefully to please You. Please don’t
be angry with me as You were with Judah.

Jeremiah compared the first love of a bride (v. 2) to God’s love
for Judah. But they had hypocritical love for the LORD as a prostitute
(v. 20), or as a mating animal in heat (v. 23). The LORD wants us to love
Him with all our hearts, our souls, our physical strength, but Israel
turned her back on God. LORD, save me from hypocrisy; give me a

sensitive heart to know when my love is cooling for You. You never
change; it’s me that wanders from Your love. Forgive me. Hold me
close.

The LORD was a cool refreshing artesian spring of pure water.
He renewed their thirst, the LORD was enjoyable (v. 13). But the
people drink from cisterns, holes in the ground that store water.
Cisterns can have dirty water, contaminated water, or stale water.
Who wants to drink from a hole in the ground when they can drink
fresh cool water? LORD, I come to You to drink; I am tired, thirsty, and

bored. I drink from Your presence, and I renew myself in Your
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promises. I want to stay in Your presence and not go into a hot dry
world. But I have a task to do, I have obligations to fulfill. But, I’ll be
back. I’ll return hot, thirsty and famished. Ah, Your water is good.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE UNFAITHFULNESS OF ISRAEL
Jeremiah 3
“Now, a man might divorce his wife;
And she might leave him and marry another man.
Should her first husband come back to her again?
If he went back to her, then the land would become completely
Unclean.
But you have acted like a prostitute with many lovers;
And now, you want to come back to Me?” says the LORD.
“Look up to the bare hilltops, O Judah;
Is there any place where you have not been a whore?
You have sat by the road waiting for lovers;
You sat there like a nomad in the desert.
You made the land unclean;
This was because you did evil and were like a whore.
So, the showers have not come;
There have not been any spring rains.
But your face still looks like the face of a whore;
You refuse to be ashamed of what you did.
But now you are calling to Me;
You say: ‘My Father, You have been my friend since I was young.
Will You always be angry at me?
Will Your anger last forever?’
O Judah, you talk this way
But you do as much evil as you can.
When King Josiah was ruling Judah, the LORD spoke to Me. He said:
‘Jeremiah, you saw what unfaithful Israel did. She was guilty of
adultery. She has idols on every hill and under every green
tree. Israel will come back to Me after she does this evil.’ But
she didn’t come back to Me. And Israel’s evil sister, Judah, saw
what Israel did. Unfaithful Israel knew that I divorced her
because of her adultery. But that did not make her evil sister,
Judah, afraid. She also went out and acted like a whore. And she
didn’t care that she was acting like a whore. So, she made her
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country unclean. She was guilty of adultery. This was because
she worshiped idols made of stone and wood.
Despite all this, Israel’s evil sister didn’t come back to Me,”
says the LORD.
The LORD said to me, “Unfaithful Israel had a better excuse than evil
Judah. Go and speak this message toward the north: ‘Come
back, you unfaithful people of Israel,’ says the LORD.
‘I will
stop frowning at you.
I am full of mercy,’ says the LORD. All you have to do is to admit you
sin; you turned against the LORD, your God. You worshiped the
false gods of other nations, you worshiped them under every
green tree; you did not obey me,’” says the LORD.
“Come back to Me, you unfaithful people,” says the LORD. “Why?
Because I am your husband. I will take one person from every
city. And, I will take two people from every clan. And, I will bring
you to Jerusalem. Then I will give you new rulers. They will be
faithful to Me. They will lead you with knowledge and
understanding. In those days, there will be many of you in the
land,” says the LORD. “At that time, people will no longer say, ‘I
remember the Ark of the Covenant.’ They won’t even think about
the Ark anymore. They won’t even remember or miss it or make
another one. At that time, Jerusalem will be called “The Throne
of the LORD.” All nations will come together in Jerusalem to
show respect to the LORD. They will not follow their stubborn,
evil heart anymore. In those days, the household of Judah will
join the household of Israel. They will come together to form a
land in the north. They will come to the land which I gave to
their ancestors.
“I myself said: ‘How happy I would be to treat you as sons;
I would be glad to give you a pleasant land,
It is a land more beautiful than that of any other nation.’
I thought you would call Me ‘Father’
And not turn away from Me.
But, just like a woman who is unfaithful to her husband,
O household of Israel, you have been unfaithful to Me,”
Says the LORD.
You can hear crying on the bare hilltops;
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The people of Israel are crying and praying for mercy.
They have become very evil;
They have forgotten the LORD, their God.
“Come back to Me, you unfaithful people of Israel;
Come back, and I will forgive your backsliding.
“Yes, we will come to You;
You are the LORD, our God.
It was foolish to worship idols on the hills;
All the loud noises on the mountains were a lie.
Surely the salvation of Israel
Comes from the LORD, our God.
Since we were young, shameful gods have eaten up in sacrifice
Everything our ancestors worked for.
The shameful gods have taken the sheep and cattle of our
forefathers;
They have taken the sons and daughters of our forefathers.
Let us lie down in our shame;
And, let our shame cover us like a blanket.
We have sinned against the LORD, our God;
Both we and our ancestors have sinned.
Since we were children, and until now,
We have not obeyed the LORD, our God.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The Lord uses the picture of an unfaithful wife to show His
anger to Israel who has been unfaithful to Him by her idol worship (v.
8). The New Testament pictures the church as the bride of Christ who
enjoys intimacy with Him. LORD, I will abide in You as You abide in me.

I love You with all my heart for what You did for me on Calvary.

There is a second picture of Israel as unfaithful children who
have not obeyed the Lord (v. 25). LORD, You are my heavenly Father

and I will obey You in every small detail. I know I have been born
again, and I have a new nature. Thank You for new life and new
desires to please You.
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Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
RETURN TO GOD
Jeremiah 4
“If you will come back, O Israel,
Then come back to Me,” says the LORD.
“Throw away your idols that I hate;
Don’t wander away from Me.
Then you may say when you make a promise,
‘As surely as the LORD lives’;
And, you can say it in a truthful, honest, and right way.
Then the nations will be blessed by the LORD;
And, they will praise the LORD for what He has done.”
This is what the LORD says to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:
“Plow your unplowed fields;
Don’t plant seeds among the thorns.
Give yourselves to the LORD,
Decide to obey Him;
Do this, you men of Judah and you people of Jerusalem.
If you don’t, then My anger will spread among you like a fire;
No one will be able to put it out
Because of the evil that you have done.
“Announce this message to Judah and tell it in Jerusalem:
‘Blow the trumpet throughout the country.’
Shout loud and say,
‘Come together;
Let us escape to the strong, walled cities.
Raise the signal flag toward Jerusalem;
Run for your lives, and don’t wait.’
Do this because I am bringing disaster from the north;
It will be terrible destruction.”
A lion has come out of his den;
A destroyer of nations has begun to march.
He has left his home
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To destroy your land.
Your towns will be destroyed;
There will be no people left to live in them.
So, put on sackcloth
And cry loudly.
The terrible anger of the LORD
Has not turned away from us.
“When this happens,” says the LORD,
“the king and the officers will lose their courage.
The so-called ‘priests’ will be terribly afraid
And the so-called ‘prophets’ will be shocked.”
Then I, Jeremiah, said, “Ah LORD God, You have tricked the people of
Judah and Jerusalem. You said: ‘You will have peace.’ But now
the sword is pointing at our throats.”
At that time, this message will be given to Judah and Jerusalem: “A
hot wind blows from the bare hilltops. It comes out of the
desert toward the LORD’s people. It is not like the gentle wind
which the farmers use to separate grain from chaff.
It is a stronger wind than that. And, it comes from the LORD. Now, He
will pronounce His judgment against the people of Judah.”
Look, the enemy rises up like a cloud; His chariots come like a
windstorm.
His horses are faster than eagles;
How terrible it will be for us, we are ruined.
O people of Jerusalem, clean the evil from your hearts and be saved;
Don’t continue making evil plans.
A voice from Dan makes an announcement;
From the mountains of Ephraim someone brings bad news:
“Report this to the nations,
Spread this news in Jerusalem:
‘A besieging army is coming from a faraway country;
They are shouting words of war against the cities of Judah.
The enemy has surrounded Jerusalem as men guard a field;
This is because Judah turned against Me,’” says the LORD.
The way you have lived and acted
Has brought this trouble to you.
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This is your punishment,
How terrible it is;
The pain stabs your heart.
O how I hurt, how I hurt;
I am bent over in pain.
O the torture in my heart;
My heart is pounding inside me,
I cannot keep quiet.
This is because I have heard the sound of the trumpet;
I have heard the words of war.
Disaster follows disaster;
The whole country has been destroyed.
My tents are destroyed in only a moment;
My curtains are torn down quickly.
How long must I look at the battle flag?
How long must I listen to the war trumpets?
The LORD says, “My people are foolish;
They do not know Me.
They are stupid children;
They don’t understand.
They are skillful at doing evil;
They don’t know how to do good.”
I looked at the sky
And, its light was gone.
I looked at the mountains,
And they were shaking;
All the hills were trembling.
I looked, and there were no people;
Every bird in the sky had flown away.
I looked, and the good, rich land had become a desert;
All of its towns had been destroyed,
The LORD and His great anger has caused this.
This is what the LORD says:
“All the land will be ruined
But I will not completely destroy it.
So, the people in the land will cry loudly
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And the sky will grow dark.
This is because I have spoken and will not change My mind;
I have made a decision, and I will not change it.”
The town will hear the sound of the horsemen and soldiers with
bows;
All the people will run away.
Some of them will hide in the thick bushes;
Some will climb up into the rocks.
All of the cities of Judah are empty;
No one lives in them.
O Judah, you destroyed nation, what are you doing?
Why do you put on your finest dress?
Why do you put on your gold jewelry?
Why do you put on your eye shadow?
You make yourself beautiful, but it is all so useless.
Your lovers hate you;
They want to kill you.
I hear a cry like a woman having a baby;
It is a cry like a woman having her first child.
It is the voice of Jerusalem gasping for breath;
She lifts her hands in prayer and says:
‘Oh, I am faint;
They are about to murder me.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah describes the judgment of God as a scorching wind.
The Babylonians are described as a coming windstorm bringing
death (v. 11-13). Remember God is both holy to judge and He is love to
save. The Holy Spirit is the breath of God (rauch) to give new life, and
He is the wind that brings judgment. LORD, breathe on me in love. I

repent of all known sin. I will follow You as closely as possible.
Breathe on me breath of God, fill me with new life. May my desires be
Your desires.

Jeremiah cries out, “My heart is pounding inside me. I cannot
keep quiet. This is because I have heard the sound of the trumpet” (v.
19). LORD, I know You will judge people because of their sin, but I’m
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not like Jeremiah. My heart doesn’t pound inside me. Forgive me for
not being more concerned for lost people. I don’t weep and I don’t
intercede for them as I should. Forgive me. Give me a heart like
Jeremiah, the weeping prophet. Give me a burden to pray for the lost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE REBELLION OF JERUSALEM
Jeremiah 5
“Walk up and down the street of Jerusalem,
Look around and think about these things;
Search the public squares of the city.
See if you can find one person who does honest things,
Find just one who searches for the truth;
If you can, I will forgive this city.
The people say: “‘As surely as the LORD lives,’
But they don’t really mean it;”
O LORD, don’t You look for truth in people?
You strike the people of Judah,
But they refused to learn what is right.
They became more stubborn than a rock;
They refused to turn back to God.
But I thought:
“These are only the poor, foolish people.
They have not learned the way of the LORD;
They do not know what their God wants them to do,
So, I will go to the leaders of Judah;
I will walk to them.
Surely, they understand the way of the LORD?
But they too had broken off the yoke and ton off the ties.
So, a lion from the forest will attack them;
A wolf from the desert will kill them.
A leopard is hiding and waiting for them near their towns;
It will tear to pieces anyone who comes out of the city.
This will happen because the people of Judah have sinned greatly;
They have wandered away from the LORD many times.”
The LORD said, “Tell Me why I should forgive you?
Your children have left Me;
They have made promises to idols that are not gods at all.
I gave your children everything they needed,
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But they still were like an unfaithful wife to Me;
They spend much time in houses of whores.
They are like well-fed, male horses filled with sexual lust;
Each one wants another man’s wife.
Shouldn’t I punish the people of Judah for doing these things?”
Says the LORD;
“I should give a nation such as this the punishment it deserves.
“Go along and cut down Judah’s vineyards,
But do not completely destroy them.
Cut off all of her people as if they were branches;
Do it because they do not belong to the LORD.
The household of Israel and the household of Judah
Have been completely unfaithful to Me,” says the LORD.
Those people have lied about the LORD;
They have said: “The LORD will not do anything to us.
Nothing bad will happen to us;
We will never see war or hunger.”
The so called ‘prophets’ are like an empty wind,
The word of God is not in them;
Let these horrible things that they say happen to them.
So, this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“The people said I would not punish them;
So, Jeremiah, the words which I give you will be like fire,
And, these people will be like wood that the fire burns up.
Listen, O household of Israel,” says the LORD,
“I will soon bring a nation from far away to attack you.
It is an ancient nation that has lasted a long time;
The people there speak a language that you do not know,
You cannot understand what they say.
Their arrows bring death;
All of their men are strong warriors.
They will eat your crops and your food;
They will eat your sons and daughters.
They will eat your flocks and herds;
They will eat your grapes and figs.
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With their swords, they will destroy the strong,
Walled cities in which you trust.
“Yet even then,” says the LORD, “I will not destroy you completely. The
people of Judah will ask: ‘Why has the LORD our God, done this
terrible thing to us?’ Give them this answer: ‘You have left the
LORD. You have served foreign idols in your own land. So now,
you will serve foreigners in a land that does not belong to you.’
“Announce this message to the household of Jacob
And, tell it to the nation of Judah:
‘Hear this message, you foolish people who have no sense;
You have eyes, but you don’t really see,
You have ears, but you don’t really listen.
Surely you are afraid of Me,’ says the LORD;
“You should shake with fear in My presence.
I am the One who made the beaches to be a border for the ocean;
They keep the water in its place forever.
The waves may pound the beach, but they cannot win over it;
The waves may roar,
But they cannot go beyond it.
But the people of Judah are stubborn and have turned against Me;
They have turned aside and gone away from Me.
They do not say to themselves:
‘We should fear the LORD, our God.
He gives us autumn and spring rains in their seasons;
He makes sure that we have the harvest at the right time.’
But your wrong-doing has kept away both rain and harvest;
Your sins have deprived you of enjoying good things.
There are evil men among My people;
They are like men who make nets for catching birds,
But they set their trap to catch men instead of birds.
Like cages full of birds,
Their houses are full of lies.
They have become rich and powerful;
They have grown big and fat.
There is no end to the evil things they do,
They won’t plead the case of the orphan;
They won’t help the poor people be judged fairly.
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Shouldn’t I punish the people of Judah for doing these things?”
Says the LORD;
“I should give a nation such as this the punishment it deserves.
A terrible and shocking thing
Has happened in the land of Judah:
The so-called ‘prophets’ tell lies;
The priests take power into their own hands
And, My people love it this way;
But what will you do when the end comes?”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God challenges Jeremiah to search Jerusalem to see if there is
one who searches for truth and lives honestly, who loves the Lord
with all their heart. Is that God’s challenge for us today to search for
one person who is totally committed to God? Lord, I will totally

commit myself to You, even if no one else does so. Lord, search my
heart to find any disobedience or sin; reveal it to me. I will repent of
all sin and I plead the blood of Christ for cleansing from all sin (1 John
1:9). I will live honestly and righteously.

God accuses the people of being “more stubborn than a rock”
(v. 3). Since rebellion and disobedience come from a hard heart, God
searches for tender hearts. Lord, I want to have a tender heart toward

You. I will read and obey Your Word to make my heart soft towards
You. I will pray for lost people and I will yield my heart to You. Give me
a new heart.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ENEMIES SURROUND JERUSALEM
Jeremiah 6
“Run for your lives, you people of Benjamin;
Run away from Jerusalem.
Blow the war trumpet in the town of Tekoa,
Raise the warning flag over the town of Beth-Hakkerem.
Disaster is coming from the north;
Terrible destruction is coming to you.
O Jerusalem, I will destroy you;
You are fragile and gentle.
Shepherds with their flocks will come against Jerusalem,
They will set up their tents all around her;
Each shepherd will take care of his own section.”
They say: “Get ready to fight against Jerusalem;
Get up. We will attack at noon.
But it is already getting late;
The evening shadows are growing long.
So, get up. We will attack at night;
We will destroy the strong towers of Jerusalem.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“Cut down the trees around Jerusalem;
Build an attack ramp to the top of Jerusalem’s walls.
This city must be punished;
Inside this city is nothing but slavery.
Jerusalem pours out her evil,
As a well pours out its water.
The sounds of violence and destruction are heard within her;
I can see the sickness and hurts of Jerusalem.
Listen to this warning, O Jerusalem;
If you don’t listen, I will turn My back on you.
I will make your land an empty desert;
No one will be able to live there.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“Gather the remnant of Israel who are left alive;
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Gather them as you would the last grapes on a grapevine.
Check each vine again,
Like someone who gathers grapes.”
To whom can I speak? Whom can I warn?
Who will listen to Me?
The people of Israel have closed ears
So, they cannot hear My warnings.
They do not like the word of the LORD;
They don’t want to listen to it.
But I am full of the anger of the LORD;
I am tired of holding it in.
“Pour out the LORD’s anger on the children who play in the streets;
Pour it out on the young men gathered together.
A husband and his wife will both be caught in His anger;
The very old people will be caught in it.
Their houses will be turned over to others;
Their fields and wives will be given away.
I will raise My hand
And punish the people of Judah,” says the LORD.
“Everyone, from the least important to the most important,
Is greedy for money.
Even the so-called ‘prophets’ and ‘priests’
—all of them tell lies.
They try to heal My people’s serious injuries
As if they were small wounds.
They say, ‘It’s all right. It’s all right,’
But really, it’s not all right.
They should be ashamed of the terrible way they act,
But they are not ashamed at all;
They don’t even know how to blush about their sins.
So, they will fall, along with everyone else;
They will be thrown to the ground when I punish them,”
Says the LORD.
This is what the LORD says:
“Stand where the roads cross and look;
Ask where the old path is.
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\06 JEREMIAH 6.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 2 of 5

Ask where the good way is, and walk in it;
If you do, then you will find rest for yourselves;
But you have said: ‘We will not walk in the good path.’
I chose watchmen to watch over you;
I told you, ‘Listen for the sound of the war trumpet’
But you said, ‘We will not listen.’
So, listen, all you nations;
Pay attention, you witnesses;
Watch what I will do to the people of Judah.
Hear this, you people of the earth:
I am going to bring disaster upon the people of Judah;
It will happen because of the evil that they plan.
They have not listened to My messages;
They have rejected My teachings.
Why do you bring Me offerings of incense from the land of Sheba?
Why do you bring Me sweet-smelling cane from a faraway
land?
Your whole burnt-offerings will not be accepted;
Your sacrifices do not please Me.”
So, this is what the LORD says: “I will put problems in front of Judah,
Fathers and sons alike will stumble over them;
Neighbors and friends will die.”
This is what the LORD says:
“Look, an army is coming
From the land of the north.
A great nation is coming
From the far sides of the earth.
The soldiers carry bows and spears.
They are cruel and show no mercy.
They sound like the roaring ocean
When they ride their horses.
That army is coming lined up for battles;
It is coming to attack you, O Jerusalem.”
We have heard the news about that army;
We are helpless due to fear.
We feel trapped by our troubles;
We are in pain, like a woman having a baby.
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Don’t go out into the fields;
Don’t walk down the roads.
This is because the enemy has swords;
There is terror on every side.
My people, put on sackcloth
And roll in the ashes.
Cry loudly for those who are dead;
Cry as if your only son had died.
Do it because the destroyer
Will soon come against us.”
“Jeremiah, I have made you like a worker who tests metal;
And, My people are like the ore for the metal.
You must observe their ways
And, you must test them.
My people have turned against Me;
They are stubborn,
They go around telling lies about people.
They are like bronze and iron,
That became covered with rust.
The fire is fanned to make it hotter,
But the lead does not melt.
The pure silver does not come out;
And, the evil is not removed from My people.
My people will be called ‘rejected silver’;
They will be given that name because the LORD has rejected
them.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God told Israel, “If you don’t listen, I will turn my back on you” (v.
8). Have you ever come to that place where God doesn’t hear your
prayers? Maybe God turns a deaf ear toward you because you
stopped listening to Him. Why should God listen to you if you don’t
listen to Him? Lord, forgive me for not reading Your Word more, and

forgive me for not meditating on You more. I am guilty of not listening
to You. Forgive me. I will listen for Your voice speaking to me through
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Scripture. I will listen for Your still small voice when I pray. Speak,
Lord, for Your servant is listening.

Did you see the phrase “We are trapped by our troubles” (v.
24)? Have you ever felt like a prisoner to your problems and
troubles? Lord, help me when I see troubles surrounding me. Don’t let

me be swallowed by my problems. I look to You for help. Show me
what to do; tell me how to solve my dilemma. I will think about life the
way You want me to think. I will solve my problems the way You tell
me. I will do what You want me to do. Be glorified in my life.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LORD SPEAKS TO JEREMIAH
Jeremiah 7
This is the word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah: “Stand at the gate of
the temple of the LORD. Preach this message there: ‘Hear the
word of the LORD, all you people of the nation of Judah. All you
who come through these gates to worship the LORD, listen to
this message.’”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
“Change your lives and do what is right. If you do, then I will let
you live in this place. Do not trust the lies that some people
say. They say: ‘This is the temple of the LORD. This is the
temple of the LORD. This is the temple of the LORD.’ You must
change your lives and do what is right. You must be fair to
each other. You must not be hard on the strangers, the
orphans, and widows. Don’t kill innocent people in this place.
Don’t follow other gods, or they will ruin your lives. If you do
these things, then I will let you live in this land. This is the land
which I gave to your ancestors to keep forever and ever.
“But look, you are trusting lies. Such trust is worthless. Will you steal
and commit murder? Will you be guilty of adultery? Will you
falsely accuse other people? Will you worship the false god
Baal? And, will you follow other gods which you have not
known? If you do that, do you think you can come into My
presence? Can you stand in this place where I have chosen to
be worshipped? Do you think you can say, ‘We are safe?’ Are
you safe to do all these disgusting things? This is the place
where I have chosen to be worshipped. Is it nothing more to
you than a den for robbers? I have been watching you,” says
the LORD.
“‘You people of Judah, go now to the town of Shiloh. It was there that I
first made a place to be worshipped. Go there and see what I
did because of the evil things that they had done. You people
of Israel were doing all these evil things,” says the LORD. “I
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spoke to you again and again. But you did not listen to Me. I
called you, but you did not answer. So, I will destroy the place
where I have chosen to be worshipped in Jerusalem. You trust
in that place. I gave it to you and your ancestors. Nevertheless,
I will destroy it, just as I destroyed Shiloh. I will push you away
from Me. I will do it just as I pushed away your brothers, the
people of Israel.”
THE PEOPLE ARE STUBBORN AND DISOBEDIENT
“As for you, Jeremiah, do not pray for these people. Don’t cry out for
them or ask anything for them. Don’t beg Me to help them. I
won’t listen to you. Don’t you see what they are doing in the
towns of Judah? Don’t you see what they are doing in the
streets of Jerusalem? This is what the people of Judah are
doing: The children gather wood. The fathers use the wood to
make a fire. The women make the dough for cakes of bread.
And, they offer them to the Queen Goddess. They pour out
drink-offerings to worship other gods. They do this to make Me
angry. But I am not the One the people of Judah are really
hurting,” says the LORD. “They are only hurting themselves.
They are bringing shame upon themselves. So, this is what the
LORD God says: ‘I will pour out My punishment on this place. I
will pour it out upon man and upon animals. I will pour out My
punishment upon the trees in the field. And, I will pour it out
upon the crops in the ground. My anger will be like a hot fire.
And, no one will be able to put it out.’
“‘This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
“Go and offer as many whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices as
you want. Eat the meat of those sacrifices yourselves. I
brought your ancestors out of the land of Egypt. I spoke to
them. But I did not give them commands only about the whole
burnt-offerings and sacrifices. I also gave them this
command: ‘Obey Me, and I will be your God; and, you will be My
people. Do all that I command, and good things will happen to
you.’ But your ancestors did not listen to Me or pay any
attention. They were stubborn and did whatever their evil
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hearts wanted. They went backward, not forward. Since the
day that your ancestors left Egypt, I have sent you My servants,
the prophets. I sent them to you again and again. But your
ancestors did not listen to Me or pay any attention. They were
very stubborn. And, they did more evil than their ancestors.
“Jeremiah, you will tell these things to the people of Judah. But they
will not listen to you. You will call to them, but they won’t
answer you. So, tell them: ‘This is the nation that has not
obeyed the LORD, its God.’ These people do nothing when I
correct them. They don’t tell the truth. It has disappeared from
their lips. Cut off your hair and throw it away. Go up to the bare
hilltop and cry. Do it because I, the LORD, have rejected these
people. So, I have turned My back on them. And, in My anger I
will punish them. The people of Judah have done evil in My
sight,” says the LORD. “They have set up their disgusting idols
in the place where I have chosen to be worshipped. They have
made it unclean. The people of Judah have built places of
worship at Topheth in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom. There the
people offered their own sons and daughters as sacrifices.
This is something I never commanded. It never even entered
My mind. So, I warn you. The days are coming, says the LORD,
when people will not call this place “Topheth.” They will not
call it the Valley of Ben-Hinnom anymore. They will call it “The
Valley of Killing.” They will bury corpses in Topheth until there
is no room to bury anyone else. Then the corpses will lie on top
of the ground. They will become food for the birds of the sky.
Wild animals will eat the corpses. And, there will be no one left
alive to chase the birds or animals away. I will end the happy
sounds of the bride and the groom. There will be no happy
sounds in Judah or in the street of Jerusalem. Why? Because
the land will become an empty desert.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Some people think they are getting closer to God because they
walk into a church building or into a house that belongs to God. But
there’s nothing magical about a dwelling. The people of Jeremiah’s
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day were trusting the Temple to save them from their enemies. They
thought no one could capture Jerusalem because God’s house was
there. But the answer is not to get into God’s house, but to get the God
of the house into our lives. Lord, I will not put my trust in a physical

house, even though You dwelt in that house in the past. Lord, come
into my heart, make my life Your house. Live in my house, possess my
house and control my house.
The Lord speaks to the people, “Obey me, and I will be your God,
and you will be my people . . . good things will happen to you” (v. 23).

Lord, I pray for good things in my life, but I will go further; I will obey
You so good things can come to me. Teach me the truth of that old
hymn, “Trust and Obey.” When obedience is hard for me, make me
obey. I want good things of life that come only from You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE WORD OF THE LORD IS REJECTED
Jeremiah 8
The LORD says: “At that time, the bones will be removed from the
tombs. The bones of Judah’s kings and officers, priests, and socalled ‘prophets’ and the people of Jerusalem will be removed.
The bones will be spread on the ground under the sun, the
moon, and the stars that the people loved and served. They
went after these gods. They searched them out. And, they
worshipped them. No one will gather up the bones and bury
them. So, they will be like dung thrown on the ground. I will
force the people of Judah to leave their homes and their land.
The people from this evil family who are not dead will wish they
were dead,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“Tell the people of Judah: ‘This is what the LORD says:
When a man falls down, doesn’t he get up again?
And, when a man goes the wrong way,
Doesn’t he come back again?
Why then have the people of Judah continually gone the wrong way?
And, why do the people of Jerusalem never turn back?
They believe their own lies;
They refused to turn around and come back to Me.
I have listened to them very carefully
But they do not say what is right.
They do not feel sorry about their evil ways;
The people do not think about the horrible things they have
done.
Each person goes his own way;
He is like a horse charging into a battle.
Even the stork in the sky
Knows the right times to do things.
Just like the doves, the swifts, and the thrushes
Know when it is time to migrate.
But My people do not know
what the LORD wants them to do.
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You keep saying: “We are wise;
This is because we have the teachings of the LORD.”
But actually, those who copy the Scriptures
have written lies with their pens.
These wise men refused to listen to the word of the LORD
So, they are not really wise at all.
They will be ashamed;
They will be shocked and trapped.
So, I will give their wives to other men;
I will give their fields to new owners.
Everyone, from the least important to the most important,
Is greedy for money.
Even the so-called “prophets” and “priests”
—all of them tell lies.
They try to heal My people’s serious injuries
As if they were small wounds.
They say: “It’s all right. It’s all right”;
But really, it’s not all right.
They should be ashamed of the terrible way they act,
But they are not ashamed at all;
They do not even know how to blush about their sins.
So, they will fall, along with everyone else;
They will be thrown to the ground when I punish them,’ says the
LORD.
“I will take away their crops,” says the LORD;
“There will be no grapes on the vine.
There will be no figs on the fig tree,
Even the leaves will dry up and die;
I will take away what I gave them.”
Then the people will say: “Why are we just sitting here?
Let’s get together.
We have sinned against the LORD
So, He has given us poisoned water to drink.
Come, let us run to the strong, walled cities;
The LORD, our God has decided that we must die,
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So, let us die there.
We hoped to have peace;
But nothing good has come.
We hoped for a time when He would heal us;
But only disaster has come.
From the land of the tribe of Dan (from the North),
the snorting of the enemy’s horses is heard;
The ground shakes from the neighing of their big horses.
They have come to destroy
the land and everything in it.
They have come to destroy
the city and all the people who live there.”
“Look. I am sending poisonous snakes to attack you;
These snakes cannot be charmed,
They will bite you,” says the LORD.
JEREMIAH WEEPS FOR HIS PEOPLE
O God, You are my comfort when I am very sad;
You are my comfort when I’m afraid.
Listen to my people,
They are crying for help from a faraway land;
They say: “Is the LORD still in Zion?
Is Jerusalem’s King still there?”
But God says, “Why did the people make Me angry by worshipping
idols?
They worshipped their useless foreign idols.”
And the people say, “Harvest-time is over;
Summer has ended
And we have not been saved.”
My people are crushed. So, I am crushed;
I cry loudly, and I am afraid for them.
Surely there is a balm in the land of Gilead;
Surely there is a doctor there
To heal the hurts of my people.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
The people of God are guilty of being, “Greedy for money” (v.
10). That’s probably the number one sin in modern society, people
worship the dollar. They give their strength, their lives, and their all to
get more money. I was asked what’s keeping the church from
experiencing revival. The answer: the church is too rich. If we were
financially poor we would trust God more, and we would beg Him for
protection. Lord, we pray for money and You give it to us. Then we

trust in the money You give, rather than trusting in You, the Giver.
Forgive me my blindness. Help me control the money You give me,
and don’t let money control me.

The people knew enough to cry to God. When they got into
trouble they asked, “Is the Lord still in Zion?” (v. 19). Yes, God is still at
the place where we walked away from Him. God still sits on His
throne, but does He sit on the throne of Your life? God asked, “Why did
the people make me angry by worshipping idols?” (v. 19). Lord, I don’t

think I have idols in my life, but everything that gets between You and
me is an idol. Open my eyes to see them. Give me a hatred for this
world’s idols. I will remove them, and I ask Your forgiveness for
letting anything get between You and me. Cleanse me by the blood of
Christ (1 John 1:7).

On July 25, 1950, Joel Ortendahl, a Columbia Bible College
evangelist, preached at Bonna Bella Presbyterian Church, Savannah,
Ga. He quoted the King James, “The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved” (Jer. 8:20). He spoke on last opportunity
and challenged the small audience of 200 to received Christ
“tonight.” Over 100 had been saved, and God had poured out the Holy
Spirit in revival. That night, no one went forward to be saved. Bill
Harding, a Columbia Bible College student announced, “Someone
here is breaking the revival. You know you are supposed to come
forward, but you’re hanging on to that pew.”
I looked down to see my white knuckles holding on to the pew
for dear life. I jerked them away. Then he instructed,
“Go home, kneel down by your bed, look into heaven and pray,
‘Lord, I’ve never said it before, come into my heart and save me.’”
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Around 11:15 that night I prayed those words and was born
again. I’ve never been the same. If you’ve never prayed those words
from your heart, will you pray them now?
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 9
I wish my head were like a spring of water,
And, I wish my eyes were a fountain of tears.
Then I could cry day and night
For my people who have been killed.
I wish I had a place in the desert—
A house where travelers spend the night.
Then I could leave my people;
I could run away from them.
This is because they are unfaithful to God;
They are a pack of treacherous liars.
“They use their tongues like a bow;
They shoot lies from their mouths like arrows.
Lies, not truth,
Have grown strong in the land.
They go from one evil thing to another;
They do not know who I am,” says the LORD.
“Watch your friends;
Don’t trust your own brothers.
This is because every brother is a cheater
And, every friend tells lies about you.
Everyone lies to his friend;
No one speaks the truth.
The people of Judah have taught their tongues to lie;
They have gotten tired from sinning.
Jeremiah, you live in the middle of evil
And, lies follow lies;
The people have refused to know Me,” says the LORD.
So, this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “I will test the
People of Judah as a person tests metal in a fire.
I have no other choice;
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My people have sinned.
Their tongues are like sharp arrows;
Their mouth speak lies.
Everyone speaks nicely to his neighbor
But he is secretly planning to attack him.
Shouldn’t I punish the people for doing this?” says the LORD.
“Shouldn’t I give them the punishment that they deserve?”
I, Jeremiah, will cry loudly for the mountains;
I will sing a funeral song for the empty fields.
They are empty, and no one passes through;
The mooing of cattle cannot be heard.
The birds have flown away
And the animals are gone.
“I, the LORD, will make the city of Jerusalem a heap of ruins;
It will become a home for wild dogs.
I will destroy the cities in the land of Judah
So that no one can live there.”
What man is wise enough to understand these things? Is there
someone who has been taught by the LORD who can explain
them? Why was the land ruined? Why has it been made like
an empty desert where no one goes?
The LORD answered, “It is because Judah quit following my teachings
that I gave them. They have not obeyed Me. They have not done
what I told them to do. Instead, the people of Judah were
stubborn. They followed the false god Baal. Their ancestors
taught them to do this.” So, this is what the LORD of the armies
of heaven, the God of Israel, says: “Look, I will soon make the
people of Judah eat bitter food. I will make them drink
poisoned water. I will scatter them throughout other nations.
They will live in strange nations that they and their ancestors
never knew about. I will chase the people of Judah with the
sword until they are all killed.”
JERUSALEM CRIES OUT FOR HELP
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This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“Now, think about these things:
Call for the women who cry at funerals;
Send for those women who are good at that job.
Let them come quickly
And cry loudly for us.
Then our eyes will fill with tears
And, streams of water will come out of our eyes.
The sound of loud crying is heard from Jerusalem:
‘We are truly ruined,
We are truly ashamed.
We must leave our land
Because our houses are in ruins.’”
Now, women of Judah, listen to the word of the LORD;
Open your ears to hear the words of His mouth.
Teach your daughters how to cry loudly;
Teach one another a funeral song.
Death has climbed in through our windows;
It has entered our strong cities.
Death has taken away our children who play in the streets;
It has taken the young men who once met in the public
squares.
Say: “This is what the LORD says: The corpses of men will lie
In the open field like dung.
They will lie on the ground like stalks of grain that a farmer has cut;
But there will be no one to gather them.”
This is what the LORD says: “Wise men must not brag about their
wisdom,
Strong men must not brag about their strength;
Rich men must not brag about their money.
But if someone wants to brag, let him brag about this:
That he understands and knows Me.
Let him brag that I am the LORD;
Let him brag that I am kind and fair,
Let him brag that I do things that are right on earth.
This kind of bragging pleases Me,” says the LORD;
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The LORD says, “The time is coming when I will punish all those
who are circumcised in the flesh. That is the people of Egypt,
Judah, Edom, Ammon, and Moab. I will also punish the desert
people who cut their hair short. The men in all those countries
have not given themselves to serving Me. And the family of
Israel does not give themselves to serving Me.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God says, “I will test my people as a person tests metal in fire. I
have no other choice” (9:7). Lord, I don’t like to be tested, it hurts and

I’m weak. I don’t like testings because it’s uncomfortable and
disruptive. But I know I love You, and I know I’ll live for You, no matter
what. When I’ve sinned, forgive me. When I’ve strayed, restore me. I’m
weak, make me strong. But I know I love You and will not deny You.
When I’m tested, may I come forth as pure gold.
Did you see Jeremiah’s heart? He said, “I wish my heart were
like a spring of water . . . then I could cry day and night” (v. 1). Lord, I

have a hard heart, and I don’t weep over lost people. I know there is a
hell for those who reject You. I know You offer salvation to all who will
come to You in faith, but I also know You will judge all people who
reject You and send them to hell. Forgive my hard heart, soften me
with Your love and mercy. Teach me to pray for the lost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
LISTEN TO GOD, NOT TO IDOLS
Jeremiah 10
O household of Israel, listen to what the LORD says to you: “Don’t live
like the people from other nations.
Don’t be afraid of special ‘signs’ in the sky,
even though the other nations are afraid of them.
The customs of other people are worth nothing,
Their idols are nothing but wood from the forest;
They are made by a worker with his chisel.
They decorate their idols with silver and gold;
They fasten them down with hammers and nails
That keeps them from falling over.
Their idols are like scarecrows in melon fields;
They can’ t talk.
They can’t walk;
They must be carried.
Don’t be afraid of those idols;
They can’t hurt you,
And, they can’t help you, either.
O LORD, there is no one like You,
You are great;
Your Name is great and powerful.
Everyone should revere You, O King of all nations;
You deserve their respect.
There are many wise men among the nations
And, there are wise men in all the kingdoms;
But none of them are as wise as You.
Those wise men are stupid and foolish;
Their teachings come from worthless wooden idols.
They use silver from Tarshish
and gold from Uphaz.
Their idols are made by craftsmen and goldsmiths,
They put blue and purple clothes on the idols;
All these things are made by skilled workers.
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But the LORD is the only true God,
He is the only living God; He’s the King forever.
The earth shakes when He is angry;
The nations cannot stand up to His anger.
“Tell them this message: ‘These false gods did not make heaven and
earth.
No, they themselves will be destroyed and disappear from
heaven and earth.’”
God made the earth by His power,
He used His wisdom to build the world;
He used His understanding to stretch out the skies.
When He thunders, the waters in the skies roar;
He makes clouds ride through the sky all over the earth.
He sends lightening with the rain;
He brings out the wind from His storehouses.
Everyone is without sense, they know so little;
Goldsmiths are made ashamed by their idols.
Those statues are only false gods;
They have no breath in them.
They are worth nothing;
People make fun of them.
When they are judged, they will be destroyed.
But God, who is Jacob’s portion, is not like the idols;
God made everything.
And, he made Israel to be His special people;
The LORD of the armies of heaven is His Name.
DESTRUCTION AND EXILE ARE COMING
Get everything you own and prepare to leave;
You people of Judah are trapped in the city by your enemies.
This is what the LORD says:
“At this time, I will throw out the people of Judah from this land.
I will bring pain and trouble to them
And, they will really feel it.”
JEREMIAH SPEAKS FOR THE PEOPLE
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How terrible it will be for me because of my injury;
I am injured and cannot be healed.
Yet I told myself:
“This is my sickness; I must suffer through it.”
My tent is ruined;
All of its ropes are broken.
My children have gone away and left me,
No one is left to put up my tent;
No one is left to set up a shelter for me.
The shepherds have no sense;
They do not ask the LORD.
So, they do not have success;
Their flocks are scattered and lost.
Listen, the news is coming;
A great noise is coming from the north.
It will make the towns of Judah an empty desert;
They will become a home for wild dogs.
O LORD, I know that a person’s life doesn’t really belong to him;
No one can control his own life.
O LORD, correct me, but be fair;
Don’t punish me while You are angry;
If You do, then You will destroy me.
Pour out Your anger upon other nations;
They don’t know You,
They don’t pray to You.
Those nations have destroyed Jacob’s family,
They have eaten him up;
They destroyed his homeland.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God wants us—His people—to be different. God says, “Don’t
live like the people from other nations” (v. 2). Just as God wanted the
Jews to live differently from the Gentile nations in the Old Testament,
today God wants Christians to live differently from unsaved people.

Lord, I will live differently from the unsaved. Because I have a new
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nature I will live by the new desires You’ve put within my heart. I will
flee the world, the flesh, and the Devil. But sometimes I fail to obey
You. Forgive my sin. Give me strength to live differently than sinners.

Jeremiah knows we are weak. He says, “No one can control his
own life” (v. 23). So Jeremiah prays, O Lord, correct me but be fair” (v.
24). Lord, that’s my prayer. I’m not perfect, but I try. I try to live above

sin, but I have a sinful nature (1 John 1:8, 10). I need Your strength to
stand against sin. Make me strong in Your strength. Make me pure in
Your holiness.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOD’S COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE
Jeremiah 11
These are the words that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah: “Listen to the
words of this covenant. Tell the people of Judah about it. Tell it
to those living in Jerusalem. Tell them this is what the LORD,
the God of Israel, says: ‘Trouble will come to anyone who does
not obey this covenant. Cursed is the man who does not obey
the words of the agreement. I am talking about the covenant
that I made with your ancestors. I made it with them when I
brought them out of the land of Egypt. Egypt was like a furnace
for melting iron.’ I told them: ‘Obey Me and do everything I
command you. If you do this, then you will be My people. And, I
will be your God. Then I will keep the promise that I made to
your ancestors. I promised to give them a land where much
food grows (literally, “flowing with milk and honey”). And, you
are living in that country today.’”
I, Jeremiah, answered, “Amen, O LORD.” The LORD said this to me:
“Preach this message in the towns of Judah and in the streets
of Jerusalem: ‘Listen to the words of this covenant. Then obey
them. I warned your ancestors to obey Me when I brought them
out of the land of Egypt. I have warned them again and again to
this very day. But your ancestors did not listen to Me. Instead,
they were stubborn and did whatever their own evil hearts
wanted. The covenant said that curses will come upon them, if
they do not obey it. So, I made all those curses come upon
them. I commanded them to obey the covenant, but they did
not.’”
Then the LORD said to me, “I know that the people of Judah and those
living in Jerusalem have made secret plans. They are doing the
same sins which their ancestors did. Their ancestors refused
to listen to My message. They followed and worshipped other
gods. The household of Israel and he household of Judah have
broken the covenant that I made with their ancestors. So, this
is what the LORD says: ‘I will soon bring a disaster upon the
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people of Judah. They will not be able to escape. And, they will
cry to Me for help. But, I will not listen to them. The people
living in the towns of Judah and the city of Jerusalem will pray
to their idols for help. They will burn incense to their idols. But
those idols will not be able to help when that terrible time
comes. The people of Judah have as many idols as there are
towns in Judah. They have built many altars for worshipping
that shameful god Baal. There are as many altars as there are
streets in Jerusalem.’
“As for you, Jeremiah, do not pray for these people. Don’t cry out for
them or ask anything for them. I will not listen when they call
to Me in the time of their trouble.
“What is My lover, Judah, doing in My temple?
She makes many evil plans;
Does she think that animal sacrifices will stop her
punishment?
When you do your evil, then you are happy.”
The LORD called you “a leafy olive tree,
With beautiful fruit to look at.”
But with a powerful storm
The LORD will set that tree on fire;
And, its branches will be burned up.
The LORD of the armies of heaven planted you. And, He has
announced that disaster will come to you. This is because the
household of Israel and the household of Judah have done evil
things. By offering sacrifices to Baal, they have made Him mad.
A PLOT TO KILL JEREMIAH
The LORD showed me that men were making plans against me;
The LORD showed me what they were doing
So, I knew they were against me.
Before this, I was like a gentle lamb waiting to be butchered;
I did not realize that they had made plans against me.
They said: “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit;
Let’s kill him
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Then people will forget him.”
But, O LORD of the armies of heaven, You are a fair Judge;
You know how to test the hearts and minds of people.
I will tell You what I have against them,
And, I will let You give them the punishment that they should
have.
So, the LORD speaks about the men from Anathoth who were planning
to kill Jeremiah. Those men say, “Don’t preach in the Name of
the LORD. If you do, we will kill you.”
So, this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “I will soon
punish the men from Anathoth. Their young men will die in war.
Their sons and daughters will die from hunger. No one from the
city of Anathoth will be left alive. I will cause a disaster to
happen to them that year.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The Lord says, “I will not listen when they call to me in their
time of trouble” (v. 14). Because of their continued sin and hardened
hearts, God will not listen when they call to Him for deliverance. This
is a reference to God’s people crying out for deliverance when God
judged their sin. God says, “I will not listen.” But God will listen to any
sinner who cries out for salvation. Jesus said, “Him that cometh to me,
I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). Lord, I have come to You and was

saved. Thank You for hearing me when I pray. Thank You for salvation.

The people tried to kill Jeremiah for his prophecies. They said,
“Let’s destroy the tree and kill its fruit” (v. 19). But God protected him.
Charles Spurgeon, the 19th century preacher from London, England,
said, “God’s man is indestructible until God is finished with him.”

Lord, I live in Your hand (John 10: 27-29) and You protect me.
Help me finish the task You’ve given me on earth. Then when I’ve done
all You want me to do, receive me into glory.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH COMPLAINS TO THE LORD
Jeremiah 12
LORD, if I complain to You
You are always right.
But I want to ask You about the justice that You give;
Why are evil people successful?
Why do dishonest people have such easy lives?
You have put the evil people here,
They are like plants with strong roots;
They grow and produce fruit.
With their mouths, they speak good things about You,
But their hearts are really far away from You.
But You know my heart, O Lord;
You see me and test my thoughts about You.
Drag the evil people away like sheep to be butchered;
Set them aside for the day of killing.
How much longer will the land stay dried up?
How long will the grass in every field be dead?
The animals and birds in the land have died
Because the people are so evil.
Yet, they are saying:
“God does not see what happens to us.”
THE LORD ANSWERS
“If you get tired racing against men,
then how can you race against horses?
You stumble in a country that is safe;
What will you do in the thick thorn-bushes along the Jordan
River?
These men are your own brothers;
Members of your own family are making plans against you,
People from your own family are crying out against you.
Don’t trust them,
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Even when they speak to you like friends.”
The LORD says, “I have left Israel;
I have left My people.
I have given the people whom I truly love
To their enemies.
My people have become
Like a lion in the forest to Me.
They roar at Me
So, I hate them.
My people have become to Me
Like a speckled bird attacked by hawks.
Go, gather the wild animals;
Bring them to get something to eat.
Many shepherds will ruin My vineyards;
They will walk on the plants in My field.
They will turn My beautiful field
Into an empty desert.
They will turn My field into a desert;
It will be wilted and dead.
The whole country is an empty desert;
This is because no one who lives there cares.
Many soldiers will march over those barren hills;
The LORD will use the armies to punish that land.
People from one end of the land to the other will be punished;
No one will be safe.
The people will plant wheat,
But they will harvest only thorns.
They will work hard until they are very tired;
But they will get nothing for all their work.
You will be ashamed of your poor harvest;
The LORD’s fierce anger has caused this.”
This is what the LORD said to me: “Here is what I will do to those evil
people who take the land that I gave My people, the Israelites. I
will pull them up and throw them out of their land. And, I will
pull up the people of Judah from among them.
But after I pull them up, I will feel sorry for them. I will bring each
person back to his own property.
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I want them to learn their lessons well. In the past, they taught My
people to use Baal’s name to make vows. Now I want them to
learn to use My Name. I want them to say: ‘As surely as the
LORD lives . . . ’ If they do, then I will allow them to be successful.
Then they will be established among My people. And, I will let
them live among My people.
But a nation might not listen to My message. If it doesn’t, I will pull it
up completely and destroy it,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah ask God, “Why are evil people successful?” (v. 1). He
saw the righteous suffer and the wicked prosper. It’s a natural
question. Since God will punish evil at the Judgment, why does He
allow them to prosper, especially when they lie, steal, cheat, and hurt
people to be successful? Lord, Jeremiah’s question is my question.

Why do the ungodly prosper? I know You will judge them in the
future. But I’m sorry that I measure my life by prosperity of the
wicked. They have money, but they don’t know the happiness you give
without money. They prosper, but they don’t have peace that You give
without worldly things. They have worldly security, but they don’t
have heavenly security that You give. Teach me to be satisfied with
the things You give.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LINEN BELT
Jeremiah 13
This is what the LORD said to me: “Go and buy a linen belt, then put it
around your waist. Don’t let the belt get wet.”
So, I bought a linen belt, just as the LORD told me. And, I put it around
my waist. Then the LORD spoke His word to me a second time:
“Take the belt that you bought and are wearing. Go to Parah.
Hide the belt there in a crack in the rocks.” I went to Parah and
hid the belt there, just as the LORD told me.
Many days later, the LORD said to me, “Now go to Parah. Get the belt
that I told you to hide there.” So I went to Parah and dug up the
belt. I took it from where I had hidden it. But now it was ruined.
It was worthless.
Then the LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “In the same way, I will
ruin the pride of the people of Judah and the great pride of
Jerusalem. These evil people refuse to listen to My warnings.
They stubbornly do only what they want to do. They follow
other gods to serve and worship them. So, they will become
like this linen belt. They will be a worthless belt wrapped
tightly around a man’s waist. In the same way, I wrapped the
household of Israel and the household of Judah around me,”
says the LORD. “I did that so that they would be My people.
Then they would bring fame, praise, and honor to Me. But My
people would not listen to me.”
THE WINE JUGS
“Tell them: ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: All leather
bags for holding wine should be filled with wine.’ People will
say to you: ‘Of course, we know that all wine bags should be
filled with wine.’ Then you will say to them, ‘This is what the
LORD says: I will make everyone in this land like a drunken
man. I am talking about the kings who sit on David’s throne. I
am also talking about the so-called ‘priests’ and ‘prophets.’ I
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am talking about all the people who live in Jerusalem. I will
cause the people of Judah to stumble and fall into one another.
Fathers and sons will fall into one another, says the LORD. I will
not feel sorry for them or have pity. My mercy will not stop Me
from destroying them.’”
WARNINGS AGAINST PRIDE
Listen and pay attention;
Don’t be too arrogant,
The LORD has spoken to you.
Honor the LORD, your God;
Give Him glory before He brings darkness.
Praise Him before you fall
On the dark hills.
You hope for light,
But the LORD will turn it into thick darkness;
He will change it into deep gloom.
If you don’t listen to the LORD,
Then I will cry secretly;
Your pride will cause me to cry.
I will cry painfully,
My eye will overflow with tears;
This is because the LORD’s people will be captured.
Tell this to the king and the queen mother;
“Come down from your thrones.
Your beautiful crowns
Have fallen from your heads.”
The cities in the desert of southern Judah are shut up;
No one can open them.
All Judah will be taken as captives
To a foreign land;
They will be carried away completely.
O Jerusalem, look up and see;
Someone comes from the north.
Where is the flock that God gave you to care for?
It is the flock that you bragged about.
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What will you say when they appoint as your heads
Those people whom you thought were your friends?
Won’t you have much pain and trouble?
Your pain will be like that of a woman having a baby.
You might ask yourself,
“Why has this happened to me?”
It happened because of your many sins;
Because of your sins, your skirt was torn off
And your body has been treated badly.
A black man from Ethiopia cannot change the color of his skin;
A leopard cannot change his spots.
In the same way, O Jerusalem, you cannot change and do good;
You are always doing evil.
“I will scatter you like chaff that is blown away by the desert wind,
This is what will happen to you;
This is your part in My plans,” says the LORD.
“This will happen because you forgot Me;
You have trusted in false gods.
O Jerusalem, I will pull your skirts up over your face;
Everyone will see you, and you will be ashamed.
I have seen the terrible things that you have done;
I know your acts of adultery and your snorting,
I have seen you acting like a whore.
I have seen your hated acts
On the hills and in the fields.
How terrible it will be for you, O Jerusalem;
How long will you continue being unclean?”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God recognizes a man cannot change his nature. God says, “A
black man from Ethiopia cannot change the color of his skin. A
leopard cannot change his spots” (v. 23). But God can transform a
person from the inside out, “If a man be in Christ, he is a new
creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). Lord, thank You for changing me inwardly.

Because I am born again (John 3:1-7), I have new desires and a new
nature, Because I know You, I am Your child and You dwell in my heart
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(John 14:23). Thank You for inward riches, while I don’t have worldly
riches.

The Lord tells us, “Don’t be too arrogant, the Lord has spoken to
you” (v. 15). Notice the word “too.” When God speaks to us, it makes us
different from the unsaved. We should not boast in anything God does
for us. We deserve death, but He gives us life. Lord, I will not boast in

any thing that I am or anything that I have accomplished for You. I will
not boast in who I am; but will boast in the fact that I know You and
serve You. You are the only thing that I can boast.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DROUGHT, SWORD, AND FAMINE
Jeremiah 14
These are the words that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah
About the time when there was no rain:
“The nation of Judah cries,
Her cities are dying.
They cry out for the land;
A cry goes up to God from Jerusalem.
The important men send their servants to get water;
The servants go to the wells,
But they find no water.
So, they return with empty jars;
They are ashamed and embarrassed,
They cover their heads in shame.
The ground is dry and cracked open
Because no rain falls on the land.
The farmers are upset and sad,
So they cover their heads in shame.
Even the mother deer in the field
Leaves her fawn because there is no grass.
Wild donkeys stand on the bare hills;
They sniff the wind like wild dogs,
But their eyes are dull because of the lack of grass.
Even though our sins testify against us, O LORD,
Do something for the sake of Your Name.
We have abandoned You many times;
We have sinned against You.
O God, You are the Hope of Israel;
You have saved Israel in times of trouble,
But now, You are like a stranger in the land;
You are like a traveler who only stays one night.
You seem like a man who has been attacked by surprise;
You seem like a warrior who is not able to save anyone.
But You are among us, O LORD, and we are called by Your Name;
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So don’t abandon us.”
This is what the LORD says about the people of Judah: “They really
love to Wander from Me;
They don’t keep themselves from abandoning Me.
So now, I, the LORD, will not accept them;
I will now remember the evil that they do,
I will punish them for their sins.”
Then the LORD said to me: “Don’t pray for good things to happen to the
people of Judah. Even if they fast, I will not listen to their
prayers. Even if they offer whole burnt-offerings and foodofferings to me, I will not accept them. Instead, I will destroy
the people of Judah with war, with hunger, and with terrible
diseases.”
But I said, “Ah LORD God, the false prophets keep telling the people
something different. They are saying, ‘You will not suffer from
an enemy’s sword. You will never suffer from hunger. The LORD
will give you lasting peace in this land.’”
Then the LORD said to me, “Those so-called ‘prophets’ are
prophesying lies in My Name. I did not send them. I didn’t
appoint them or speak to them. They have been prophesying
false visions, idolatries, and worthless magic. And, they have
been prophesying their own wishful thinking. So, this is what I
say about the so-called ‘prophets’ who are prophesying in My
Name. I did not send them. They said, ‘No enemy with swords
will ever attack this country. There will never be hunger in this
land.’ Those false ‘prophets’ will die from hunger. And, an
enemy’s sword will kill them. And, the people to whom the socalled ‘prophets’ spoke will be thrown into the streets of
Jerusalem. They will die from hunger and from an enemy’s
sword. No one will be there to bury them. And, no one will bury
their wives, their sons or their daughters. I will punish them.
“Jeremiah, speak this message to the people of Judah:
‘Let my eyes be filled with tears;
I will cry night and day, without stopping.
I will cry for my people.
They have received a terrible blow;
They have been hurt very badly.
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If I go into the country,
Then I see people killed by swords.
If I go into the city,
Then I see much sickness, because the people have no food.
Both the so-called ‘priests’ and ‘prophets’
Have been taken to a foreign land.’”
THE PEOPLE PLEAD WITH THE LORD
O LORD, have you completely rejected the nation of Judah?
Do you hate Jerusalem?
Why have You hurt us so badly
That we cannot be made well again?
We hoped for peace,
But nothing good has come.
We looked for a time of healing,
But only terror came.
O LORD, we admit that we are very sinful;
We admit that our ancestors did evil things,
We have sinned against You.
For Your sake, don’t hate us;
Don’t take away the honor from Your glorious throne.
Remember Your covenant with us;
Don’t break it.
Do worthless idols have the power to bring rain?
Does the sky itself have the power to send down showers of
rain?
No, it is You—the LORD, our God—who causes these things to happen;
You are our only hope,
You are the One who made all these things.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The Lord says, “They really love to wander from me” (v. 10). God
understands the natural heart “really” loved to wander from Him. God
wants our worship (John 4:23), but man tends to worship everything
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but God. Man “really loves” his sin. Lord, give me a hatred against sin.

May I hate sin as much as You do. Keep me from the sin I love, and
turn my heart toward You.

The people respond to God, “For Your sake, don’t hate us” (v. 21).
The people are wrong, God doesn’t hate them, God loves them (John
3:16). God hates their sin. Do you see the vicious triangle? God loves
people, the people love sin, and in turn; God hates their sin that keeps
them from loving Him. Lord, I admit I am a sinner; forgive me my sin.

Cleanse me by the blood of Christ (1 John 1:7). I confess my sin and
turn from it (1 John 1:9), so cleanse me from all unrighteousness. I will
worship You for Your love towards me and Your kind acts.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LORD IS ANGRY WITH HIS PEOPLE
Jeremiah 15
The LORD said to me: “I would not feel sorry for the people of Judah,
even if Moses and Samuel prayed for them. Send the people
away from Me; Tell them to go. They might ask you, ‘Where will
we go?’ This is what you should tell them: This is what the
LORD says:
‘Some people are meant to die,
And they will die.
Some are meant to die in war,
And they will die in war.
Some are meant to die from hunger,
And they will die from hunger.
Some are meant to be taken as slaves to a foreign country,
And they will become slaves in that foreign country.’
“I will send four kinds of destroyers against them,” says the LORD. “I
will send war to kill. I will send dogs to drag the corpses away.
I will send birds of the air and wild animals. They will eat and
destroy the corpses. I will cause the people of Judah to be
hated by everyone on earth. I will do this because of what
Manasseh did in Jerusalem.
“Who will feel sorry for you, O Jerusalem?
Who will be sad and cry for you?
Who will go out of his way to ask how you are?
O Jerusalem, you have abandoned Me,” says the LORD;
“You keep going farther and farther away.
So, I will take hold of you and destroy you;
I am tired of holding back My anger.
I will separate the people of Judah with My winnowing fork;
I will scatter them at the city gates of the land.
My people have not changed their ways,
So I will destroy them;
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I will take away their children.
Many women will lose their husbands;
There will be more widows than the sand of the sea.
I will bring a destroyer at noontime
Against the mothers of the young men of Judah.
I will suddenly bring pain and fear
Upon the people of Judah.
The enemy will attack;
I will still hand over those who are left alive to the murderers.
A woman might have seven sons, but they will all die;
She will cry until she becomes too weak and unable to breathe.
She will be upset and confused;
Her bright day will become dark from sadness,” says the LORD.
JEREMIAH COMPLAINS AGAIN
Mother, I am sorry that you gave birth to me;
I am the one who must accuse and criticize the whole land.
I have not loaned or borrowed anything,
Yet everyone curses me.
The LORD said, “I will save you for a good reason;
I will make your enemies beg you
In times of disaster and trouble.
No one can smash a piece of iron or bronze;
I mean the kind of iron and bronze that comes from the north.
The people of Judah have wealth and treasures,
But I will freely give those riches to others.
This is because the people of Judah have sinned
Throughout the country.
I will make you slaves to your enemies;
You will be slaves in a land that you have never known.
My anger is like a hot fire,
And it will burn against you.”
O LORD, You understand;
Remember me and take care of me,
Punish the people who are hurting me.
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Don’t destroy me while you remain patient with them;
Think about the pain that I suffer for you, LORD.
Your words came to me, and I listened carefully to them;
You words made me very happy.
I was happy because I am called by Your Name;
Your Name is Yahweh, the God of the armies of heaven.
I never sat with the crowd
As they laughed and had fun.
I sat by myself because You were there;
You filled me with anger at the evil around me.
I don’t understand why my pain has no end;
I don’t understand why my injury is not cured or healed.
O LORD, will You be like a brook that goes dry?
Will You be like a spring whose water stops flowing?
SO, this is what the LORD says:
“If you change your heart and come back to me, I will take you
back;
Then you may serve Me.
Let the people of Judah turn to you,
But you must not change and be like them.
I will make you as strong as a wall to this people;
You will be as strong as a wall of bronze.
They will fight against You,
But they will not defeat you.
This is because I am with you;
I will rescue you and deliver you,” says the LORD.
“I will redeem you from these evil people;
I will save you from these cruel people.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God emphasizes the fact, “They will die” (v. 1). When God
predicts disaster, it will come. God says, “My anger is like a hot fire.
And it will burn against you” (v. 14). Even though the world thinks it
can get away with sin, and even though the world thinks there is no
punishment after death, God the creator of mankind, and God the One
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who sent Jesus Christ to die for them; will become God the Judge who
will punish them for their sin. Lord, I believe there is a hell because I

believe in You and the things you say in Your Word. I pray for my
unsaved family and friends, save them. I pray for my testimony to
them, use me to point them to You. I pray sincerely and I pray
repeatedly, because I believe there is a hell.
The Lord says, “If you change your heart and come back to me, I
will take you back” (v. 19). God will always hear the honest plea of a
sinner who cries for salvation. Lord, thank You for saving me. Thank

You for receiving me because I repented of my sin and I asked for
salvation. I worship You, the God of my salvation.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH’S JUDGMENT
Jeremiah 16
Then the LORD spoke His word to me: “You must not get married. You
must not have a son or a daughter in this place.”
The LORD says this about the sons and daughters born in this land.
And, He says this about the mothers and fathers of those
children: “They will die of terrible diseases. No one will cry for
them. No one will bury them. Their corpses will lie on the
ground like dung. They will die in war, or they will starve to
death. Their corpses will become food for the birds of the sky.
And, they will be food for the wild animals.”
So, this is what the LORD says: “Jeremiah, do not go into a house
where there is a funeral meal. Do not go there to cry for the
dead or to show your sorrow. Don’t do this because I have
taken back My blessing, My love, My pity from these people,”
says the LORD. “Important people and common people will die
in the land of Judah. No one will bury them or cry for them. No
one will cut himself for them. And, no one will shave his head
to show sorrow for them. No one will bring food to the people
who are crying for the dead. No one will comfort one whose
mother or father has died. No one will offer a drink of water to
comfort them. Do not go into a house where the people are
having a feast. Don’t go there to sit down to eat and drink. This
is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel,
says: I will soon stop the sounds of joy and gladness in this
place. I will stop the happy sounds of brides and grooms. This
will happen during your lifetime.
“You will tell the people of Judah these things. And, they will ask you:
‘Why has the LORD said these terrible things to us? What have
we done wrong? What sin have we done against the LORD, our
God?’
“Then say to them: ‘This is because your ancestors quit following Me,’
says the LORD. ‘And they began to follow other gods. They
served and worshipped other gods. Your ancestors left Me,
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and they quit obeying My teaching. But, you have done even
more evil than your ancestors. You are very stubborn. You do
only what you want to do. You have not obeyed Me. So, I will
throw you out of this country. You will go to a land that you and
your ancestors never knew. There you can serve false gods
day and night. I will not help you or show you any favors.’
“People say: ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the people of
Israel out of the land of Egypt . . .’ but the time is coming,” says
the LORD, “when people will not say this anymore. They will say
instead, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites
from the northern land and from all the countries where He had
sent them . . .’ And, I will bring them back to the land that I gave
to their ancestors.
“I will soon send for many fishermen to come to this land,” says the
LORD. “The fishermen will catch the people of Judah. After that,
I will send for many hunters to come to this land. Those
hunters will hunt the people of Judah on every mountain and
hill. And, they will hunt Judah in the cracks of the rocks. I see
everything they do. They cannot hide the things they do from
Me. Their sin is not concealed from My eyes. I will pay back the
people of Judah for the evil that they have done. I will punish
them twice over for every one of their sins. I will do this
because they have made My land unclean. They have done it
with their disgusting idols. They have filled My country with
them.”
O LORD, You are my strength and my protection;
You are a safe place for me to run to in times of trouble;
The nations will come to You from all over the world,
They will say: “Our ancestors had only false gods;
They worshipped useless idols that didn’t help them.”
Can people make gods for themselves? Yes.
But they will not really be gods.
The LORD says, “So, I will teach those who make idols;
Right now I will teach them about My power and My strength.
Then they will know
That My Name is The LORD.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
The book of Jeremiah is filled with symbolic actions. These are
events in Jeremiah’s life where his actions carry a message to the
people of Israel. Jeremiah was told (1) not to get married (v. 2), (2) do
not go to a funeral (v. 5), and (3) don’t go to a feast (v. 8). He was not to
do the things people normally do. This warned Israel there was
coming a time of crisis when they couldn’t perform normal activities.
In one sense, Christians do symbolic actions by going to
church on Sunday, and taking their Bibles. We tell the unsaved that
we belong to God. When a Christian doesn’t smoke, nor drink
alcoholic beverages, or curse in God’s name, their actions send a
message to the unsaved that they serve a holy God. LORD, speak to

unsaved people by my holy life. I realize I am not perfect, but use me
as a testimony to bring someone to salvation.

Do you cry out like Jeremiah, “O LORD, You are my strength and
my protection, You are a safe place for me to run in times of trouble”
(v. 19)? When you are in trouble, run to God. O LORD, here I come for

help. I need You today. I need You right away. Be my protection.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LORD’S JUDGMENT (continued)
Jeremiah 17
The LORD says, “The sin of the people of Judah is written with an iron
tool.
Their sins were cut into stone with a hard point.
That stone is their hearts;
Their sins were cut into the corners of their altars.
Even their children remember
Their altars to idols and their Asherah idols.
They remember the altars under the green trees
And on the high hills.
They remember the altars on My mountain
And in the open country.
I will give your wealth and treasures
To other people.
And, they will destroy the places of worship in your country;
You sinned by worshipping at those places.
You will lose the land which I gave you,
And it is your own fault.
I will let your enemies take you as their slaves;
You will be slaves in a land which you have never known.
This is because you have made My anger burn like a hot fire,
And it will burn forever.”
This is what the LORD says:
“A curse will be placed upon those who trust other people.
It will happen to those who depend on people for strength;
Those are the ones who have stopped trusting the LORD.
They are like a bush in a desert,
It grows in a salty land where no one lives;
It is in a hot and dry land with bad soil.
They don’t know about the good things that God can give,
But the person who trusts in the LORD will be blessed;
The LORD will show him that He can be trusted.
He will be strong, like a tree planted near water;
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That tree has large roots that find the water.
It is not afraid when the days are hot;
Its leaves are always green.
It does not worry in a year when no rain comes;
That tree always produces fruit.
More than anything else, a person’s mind is deceitful above all things,
It cannot be healed;
No one truly understands it.
But I am the LORD, and I can look into a person’s heart;
I can test a person’s mind.
So, I can decide what each one deserves;
I can give each one the right payment for what he does.
Sometimes a bird will hatch an egg that it did not lay;
That bird is like the man who gets rich by cheating.
When the man’s life is half finished, he will lose his riches;
At the end of his life, it will be clear that he was a fool.”
From the beginning, our sanctuary has been honored
As a glorious throne for God.
O LORD, You are the hope of Israel;
Those who abandon You will be shamed.
A person who quits following the LORD will be like a name written in the
dust,
That is because he has abandoned the LORD;
The LORD is the Spring of Living Water.
O LORD, heal me, and I will truly be healed;
Save me, and I will truly be saved;
O God, You are the One I praise.
The people of Judah keep asking me:
“Where is the word from the LORD?
Let us see that message come true.”
Jeremiah said, “O LORD, I didn’t run away
From being the shepherd whom You wanted;
I didn’t want that terrible day to come.
You know everything I have said;
You see everything that is happening.
O LORD, do not bring terror to me;
I run to you for safety in times of trouble.
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Make those who are hurting me be ashamed,
But do not bring shame to me.
Let them be terrified,
But keep me from terror.
Bring the day of disaster upon my enemies;
Destroy them, and destroy them again.”
OBSERVE THE SABBATH DAY
This is what the LORD said to me: “Go and stand at the People’s Gate of
Jerusalem. And then go to all the other gates of Jerusalem, and
say to them: ‘Hear the word of the LORD. Listen, O kings of Judah.
Listen, all you people of Judah and all who come through these
gates into Jerusalem. This is what the LORD says: Be careful not
to carry a load on the Sabbath day. And, do not bring it through
the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Don’t take a load out of
your houses on the Sabbath day. Don’t do any work on that day.
Keep the Sabbath day as a holy day. I gave this same command
to your ancestors. But your ancestors did not listen. They did
not pay attention to Me. They were very stubborn. I punished
them, but it didn’t do any good. They did not listen to Me. But
You must be careful to obey Me, says the LORD. You must not
bring a load through the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day.
You must keep the Sabbath day as a holy day. You must not do
any work on that day.
“‘If you obey this command, this is what will happen: Kings who sit on
David’s throne will come through the gates of Jerusalem with
their officers. They will come riding in chariots and on horses.
The people of Judah and Jerusalem will be with them. And the
city of Jerusalem will have people living in it forever. People
will come to Jerusalem from the villages around it and from the
towns of Judah. They will come from the land of Benjamin. They
will come from the western mountain slopes and from the
mountains. And they will come from southern Judah. They will
all bring whole burnt-offerings, sacrifices, food-offerings,
incense, and offerings to show thanks to God. They will bring
these to the temple of the LORD. But you must obey Me and keep
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the Sabbath day as a holy day. You must not carry any loads into
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. If you do, then I will start a fire
that cannot be put out. It will start at the gates of Jerusalem,
and it will burn until it burns even the strong towers.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Why do people sin when they should know better? Why do
people believe foolish anti-Christian ideas? Why are people blinded
to truth? The answer is the deceitful heart. “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it” (v. 9, NKJV).
This verse suggests you can’t even know your own heart. LORD, I admit

I have an old deceitful heart. It tempts me to sin, and it blinds me to
Your perfect truth. My heart lies to me, and makes me critical and
uncaring. Thank You for salvation. Thank You for giving me a new
nature with new desire for righteousness. My new nature tells me the
truth. I will say “no” to my old nature (heart) and say “yes” to my new
nature. I want to know You and do Your will.
LORD, I want my life to count for something. I want to do
something for You that lasts. Jeremiah tells me, “A person who quits

following the LORD will be like a name written in the dust” (v. 13). That
means it will be blown away with the wind. LORD, write my name in
Your book, I want You to remember me. “So a book of remembrance
was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who meditate
on His name” (Mal. 3:16, NKJV).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE POTTER AND THE CLAY
Jeremiah 18
This is the word the LORD spoke to Jeremiah: “Go down to the potter’s
house. I will give you My message there.” So, I went down to
the potter’s house. I saw him working at the potter’s wheel. He
was making a pot out of clay. However, something went wrong
with it. So, the potter used that clay to make another pot. He
used his hands to shape the pot the way that he wanted it to be.
Then the LORD spoke His word to me: “O household of Israel, can’t I do
the same thing with you?” says the LORD. “O household of
Israel, you are like the clay in the potter’s hands. There may
come a time when I will speak about a nation or a kingdom. I
might say I will pull that nation up by its roots. Or, I might say I
will pull that nation down and destroy it. However, if the people
of that nation are sorry for the evil they have done, I would
change My mind. I would not carry out My plans to bring
disaster to them. There may come another time when I will
speak about a nation. I might say that I will build up and plant
that nation. But, if I see it doing evil by not obeying Me, I would
change My mind. I would not carry out My plans to do good for
them.
“So, say this to the people of Judah and to those who are living in
Jerusalem: ‘This is what the LORD says: I am preparing disaster
for you right now. I am making plans against you. So, stop
doing the evil that you are doing. Change your ways and do
what is right.’ But the people of Judah will answer, ‘It won’t do
any good to try. We will continue to do whatever we want. Each
of us will do what his stubborn, evil heart wants.’”
So, this is what the LORD says: “Ask the people in other nations this
question:
‘Have you ever heard anything like this?’
The people of Israel have done a horrible thing.
The snow on the mountains of Lebanon
Never melts from the rocks.
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Its cool, flowing streams
Do not dry up.
But My people have forgotten Me;
They make offerings to worthless idols.
This makes them stumble in what they do;
They stumble over the ancient paths of their ancestors.
They walk along back roads
And on poor highways.
So, Judah’s land will become an empty desert;
People will not stop making fun of it.
They will shake their heads as they pass by;
They will be shocked at how the country was destroyed.
I will scatter them before their enemies
As a strong east wind blows things away.
At that awful time, they will not see Me coming to help them;
They will see Me leaving.”
ANOTHER PLOT AGAINST JEREMIAH
Then the people said, “Come, let us make plans against Jeremiah.
Surely the teaching of the law by the priest will not be lost.
And, the advice from the wise men will still be with us. We will
still have the words of the prophets. So, let us ruin him by
telling lies about him. We won’t pay attention to anything he
says.”
O LORD, listen to me;
Listen to what my accusers are saying.
Good should not be paid back with evil,
But they have dug a pit in order to kill me.
O LORD, remember that I stood in Your presence,
And I asked You to do good things for these people;
I asked You to turn Your anger away from them.
So now, let their children starve;
Let their enemies defeat them with swords.
Let their wives lose their children and husbands;
Let the men from Judah be put to death,
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Let the young men be killed by the sword in battle.
Let them cry out in their houses;
Bring an invader against them suddenly.
Let all this happen, because my enemies have dug a pit to trap me,
And they have hidden traps for me to step in.
O LORD, You know about all their plans to kill me;
Don’t forgive their crimes,
Don’t erase their sins.
Make them fall right in front of You;
Punish them while You are mad.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The Bible says we are pots or vessels. “If anyone cleanses
himself . . . he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the
master” (2 Tim. 2:21, NKJV). Jeremiah saw a potter making
pots/vessels. Jeremiah observed, “He used his hands to shape the
pot the way he wanted it to be” (v. 4). LORD, I want to be a vessel that

You can use. Use Your hands to make me what You want me to be. I
yield to the pressure of Your fingers. Give me Your eyes to see the
lost. Give me Your hands to help people. Give me Your ears to hear
the cries of the anguished. Give me Your voice to speak Your Word.
Give me Your heart to love You more.
The clay didn’t yield in the potter’s hand, so he crushed the pot
he was shaping and he began again because the pot was marred in
his hands. Do you know anyone in whose life God was working, but
there came a time when they refused to let the divine Potter mold his
life? Does God give up on some people? LORD, I want You to use me.

Don’t give up on me, and don’t turn Your back on me if I fall one time. I
will get up and follow You again. I fear the thought of being rejected
by You, the divine Potter.
What does it mean, when the vessel “was marred” (v. 4, NKJV)?
Is it possible a young man could have been a foreign missionary who
opened up a heathen tribe to the gospel and a new multitude of
churches were built by him, but somewhere between college and the
mission field he rebelled? Is it possible for the divine Potter to
remake the vessel into a lesser “pot”? Is it possible that the young
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man makes so many mistakes, that when he comes back to God—“He
made it again” (v. 4)—that all he could do was serve God faithfully in
a local church as a laymen? LORD, the thought of missing Your

perfect will terrifies me. Keep me from sin. Help me always walk in
the “perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE BROKEN JAR
Jeremiah 19
This is what the LORD said to me: “Go and buy a clay jar from a potter.
Go out to the Valley of Ben-Hinnom, near the front of the
Potsherd Gate. Take some of the elders of the people and
priests with you. There speak the word which I tell you. Say:
‘King of Judah and people of Jerusalem, listen to this message
from the LORD. This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven,
the God of Israel, says: Look, I will soon bring a disaster on this
place. Everyone who hears about it will be amazed and full of
fear. I will do this because the people of Judah have quit
following Me. They have made this a place for foreign gods.
They have burned sacrifices to other gods. They did not
worship these gods very long ago. Their ancestors didn’t
worship these gods. The kings of Judah filled this place with
the blood of the innocent people. The king of Judah filled this
place Baal worship. There they burn their sons in the fire to
Baal. I did not speak about it or tell them to do that. I never
even thought of such a thing.
“‘Now people call this place “The Valley of Ben-Hinnom” or “Topheth.”
But watch out, the days are coming, says the LORD, when
people will call this place “The Valley of Killing.”
“‘At this place, I will ruin the plans of the people of Judah and
Jerusalem. The enemy will chase them. And, I will let the
people of Judah be killed with swords. I will make their
corpses food for the birds of the air and wild animals. I will
completely destroy this city. People will hiss at it. And,
everyone who passes by Jerusalem will be shocked. They will
grasp at its total devastation. An enemy army will surround the
city. They will not let anyone go out to get food. The people will
become so hungry that they will eat the bodies of their own
sons and daughters. And then, they will begin to eat each
other.’”
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The LORD said, “While the people with you are watching, break that
jar. Then says this: ‘The LORD of the armies of heaven says: I
will smash this nation and this city just as someone smashes a
clay jar. It cannot be put back together again. The corpses will
be buried here in Topheth. They will bury bodies until there is
no more room. This is what I will do to these people and to this
place, says the LORD. I will make this city like Topheth.
“‘The houses in Jerusalem and the king’s palaces will become as
unclean as this place, Topheth. This is because the people
worshipped false gods on the roof-tops of their houses. They
worshipped the stars and burned incense to honor them. They
gave drink-offerings to false gods.’”
Then Jeremiah left Topheth where the LORD had told him to prophesy.
He went to the LORD’s temple, he stood in the courtyard and
said to all the people: “This is what the LORD of the armies of
heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘Look, I will soon bring disaster
upon Jerusalem and the villages around it. Why? Because the
people are very stubborn. They would not listen to anything I
said.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah took a jar near a gate to Jerusalem and told the
people that God would judge them, then he smashed the jar as a

symbolic action. LORD, use my life as a symbolic action to
communicate a message to the lost. May those who need to hear of
your judgment, be convicted of their sin. May some see Christ in me
and turn to Him. LORD, use my life as a testimony.
There is a terrible conclusion to the smashed jar. “It cannot be
put back together again” (v. 11). Those who refuse to listen to God and
do His will, will be smashed as Jeremiah broke the jar. LORD, I forget

the finality of eternal decisions. When someone says “no” to You in
this life, it means eternal damnation. Forgive me for not praying more
for my lost friends and relations. Use me to turn some from darkness
to Your light.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
PASHHUR THE PRIEST IS JUDGED
Jeremiah 20
Pashhur, the son of Immer, was a priest, the highest officer in the
temple of the LORD. He heard Jeremiah prophesying in the
temple courtyard. So, Pashhur had the guards beat Jeremiah
the prophet. And, he had Jeremiah’s hands and feet locked
between large blocks of wood. This was at the Upper Gate of
Benjamin of the LORD’s temple.
The next day, Pashhur took Jeremiah out from between the blocks of
wood. Then Jeremiah said to him, “The LORD’s name for you is
not Pashhur. Now the LORD’s name for you is ‘Terror on Every
Side.’ The LORD says: ‘I will soon make you a terror to yourself
and to all your friends. You yourself will watch the enemies
killing your friends with swords. And, I will give all the people
of Judah over to the king of Babylon. He will take them away as
captives to Babylon. Then his army will kill them with swords. I
will give all the wealth of this city to its enemies. I will give
them its goods and its valuables. I will hand over the treasures
of the kings of Judah to them. The enemies will carry Judah and
all its valuables off to Babylon. And Pashhur, you and everyone
in your household will be taken away. You will be forced to go
as a captive to Babylon. You will die and be buried there—you
and your friends to whom you have prophesied lies.’”
JEREMIAH QUESTIONS GOD
Jeremiah said, “O LORD, You tricked me, and I was fooled;
You are stronger than I am. So, You won.
I have become a joke;
Everyone makes fun of me all day long.
Every time I speak, I shout;
I am always shouting about violence and destruction.
I tell the people about the message that I received from the LORD,
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but this only brings me insults. The people make fun of me all
day long.
Sometimes I think to myself:
‘I will forget about the LORD;
I will not speak anymore in His Name.’
But then the LORD’s message becomes like a burning fire inside of
me;
It feels like it burns deep within my bones.
I get tired of trying to hold the LORD’s message inside of me,
And finally, I cannot hold it in.
I hear many people whispering about me:
‘Terror on every side;
Let us tell the rulers about him.’
All my friends are just waiting for me to make some mistake;
They are saying:
‘Maybe we can trick Jeremiah,
Then we can defeat him;
Then we can pay him back.’
But the LORD is with me like a strong warrior,
So those who are chasing me will trip and fall;
They will not defeat me.
They will be very disappointed and disgraced;
Their shame will never be forgotten.
O LORD of the armies of heaven, You test righteous people;
You look deeply into the heart and mind of a person.
I have told You my arguments against these people,
So let me see You give them the punishment they deserve.
Sing to the LORD;
Praise the LORD.
He rescues the life of a poor person
From the power of wrong-doers.
Let there be a curse on the day I was born;
Let there be no blessing on the day when my mother gave birth
to me.
Let there be a curse on the man
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Who brought my father the news:
‘You have a son.’
This made my father very happy;
Let that man be like the towns
That the LORD destroyed without pity.
Let that man hear loud crying in the morning,
And let him hear battle cries at noon.
This is because he didn’t kill me before I was born;
Then my mother would have been my grave.
I would never have been born.
Why did I ever come out of my mother’s body?
All I have known is trouble and sorrow,
And my life will end in shame.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah complained that when he delivered God’s message,
“This only brings me insults. The people make fun of me all day long”
(v. 8). Have you ever had people ridicule you because of your
Christian faith? Maybe not to your face, but what about behind your
back? LORD, I don’t like to be mocked or laughed at. But Jesus took

much more than that for me. I will stand for You no matter what
people say to me. I will gladly identify with Jesus and suffer insults
for Your name.

When Jeremiah decided not to speak any more for God, he was
convicted and had to speak for God. It was then, “The LORD’s message
becomes like a burning fire inside me” (v. 9). Have you ever felt God’s
message was burning you up? LORD, I am different since I’ve been

saved. Your Word burns within me. I must speak for You and I must
tell others what You’ve done for me. Use me to be a witness for You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE WAY OF LIFE AND THE WAY OF DEATH
Jeremiah 21
This is the word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah, when Zedekiah the
king of Judah sent Pashhur the son of Malchiah to Jeremiah. He
also sent the priest, Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah. They said,
“Please ask the LORD on our behalf what will happen. We want
to know, because Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, is
attacking us. Perhaps the LORD will do miracles for us as He
has done in the past. Maybe God will make Nebuchadnezzar
stop attacking us and leave.”
But Jeremiah answered them, “Tell King Zedekiah this: Here is what
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘You have some weapons of
war in your hands. You are using them to defend yourselves
against the king of Babylon and the Babylonians. However, I
will make those weapons useless. The army from Babylon is
all around the outside of the city wall. Soon I will bring that
army into the center of the city. I Myself will fight against you
with My great power and strength. I am very angry with you.
So, I will fight against you with My own powerful arm. I will
fight very hard against you in My very great anger. I will kill
every living thing in Jerusalem—human and animal—they will
die from a terrible disease.’
“Then, says the LORD, ‘I will hand over Zedekiah, the king of Judah, to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. I will also give
Zedekiah’s officers to Nebuchadnezzar. Some of the people in
Jerusalem will not die from the terrible diseases. Some will
not die in battle or from hunger. I will give them also to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. Those who want to kill
the people of Judah, I will permit them to win. So, the people of
Judah and Jerusalem will be killed in war. Nebuchadnezzar will
not show any mercy or pity or feel sorry for them.’
“Also, tell this to the people of Jerusalem: ‘This is what the LORD says:
“Behold, I am setting before you the way of life, and the way of
death. Anyone who stays in Jerusalem will die. He will die in
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war or from hunger, or from a terrible disease. But anyone who
goes out of Jerusalem and surrenders to the Babylonians who
are around the city will live. Life will be the reward for each
one who flees the city. I have decided to make trouble for this
city and not help it, says the LORD. I will give it to the king of
Babylon. He will burn it with fire.”’
“Tell these things to Judah’s royal family: ‘Listen to the word of the
LORD. O household of David, the LORD says these things:
“You must judge people fairly every day;
Protect the person who has been robbed from criminals.
If you do not do that, then I will become very angry;
My anger will be like a fire that no one can put out,
This will happen because you have done evil things.
O people of Jerusalem, I am against you;
You dwell on the top of the mountains,
You sit high above this valley,” says the LORD
You say: “No one come into our strong city.”
“But I will give you the punishment that you deserve,” says the LORD.
“I will start a fire in your forests;
It will burn up everything around you.”’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The LORD says, “Behold I am setting before you, the way of life
and the way of death” (v. 8). God gives everyone the choice of life or
death. Everyone knows in his heart there is a Creator (Rom. 1:18-21)
and they are responsible to Him. They are “without excuse” because
they don’t worship the creator as they should (Rom. 1:20-21). Because
everyone sees the sins of others, and accuses them of sinning, they
themselves “are without excuse,” because they don’t follow what
they know is right (Rom. 2:1-6). Everyone has a conscience but
disobeys their conscience (Rom. 2:14-15), therefore they are without
excuse. LORD, I honestly believed what You said about sin, and I

repented of my sin. I knew in my conscience what was right, and I
followed my heart; I did the right thing in receiving Christ as my
Savior. Thank You for giving me a choice of salvation. As for me, I
choose to follow You.
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Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A MESSAGE TO THE KINGS OF JUDAH
Jeremiah 22
This is what the LORD says: “Go down to the palace of the king of Judah.
Prophesy this message there: ‘Listen to the word of the LORD, O
king of Judah. You rule from David’s throne. You and your
officers listen well. All of your people who come through these
gates, listen. This is what the LORD says: Do what is fair and
right. Protect those who have been robbed from those who
robbed them. Don’t do any wrong to the orphans or widows.
Don’t hurt them. Don’t kill innocent people here. If you carefully
obey these commands, this is what will happen: Kings who sit on
David’s throne will come through the gates of this palace. They
will come with their officers and people. They will all come
riding in chariots and on horses. But if you do not obey these
commands, this is what the LORD says: I vow in My own Name that
this palace will become a ruin.’”
This is what the LORD says about the palace where the king of Judah
lives: “This place is tall, like the forests of Gilead;
It is high, like the mountains of Lebanon.
But I will truly make it like a desert;
It will be empty, like towns where no one lives.
I will send men to destroy the palace;
Each man will have his weapons with him.
They will cut up your strong, beautiful cedar beams
and they will throw them into the fire.
“People from many nations will pass by this city. They will ask each
other, ‘Why has the LORD done such a terrible thing to
Jerusalem? This was such a great city.’ And the answer will be:
‘It was because the people of Judah quit following the covenant
with the LORD their God. They worshipped and served other
gods.’ Don’t cry for the king who has died. Don’t cry loudly for
him. Instead, cry painfully for the king who is being taken away
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from here. Cry for him, because he will never come back again.
He will never see his homeland again.
“This is what the LORD says about Shallum, the son of Josiah. Shallum
became the king of Judah after his father died. He has left this
place. The LORD says, ‘He will never come back again. He will die
where those who captured him have taken him. He will not see
this land again.’
“How terrible it will be for him who builds his palace by doing wrong;
He cheats people, so that he can build its upper rooms.
He is making his own people work for nothing;
He is not paying them for their work.
He thinks: ‘I will build a great palace for myself;
I will have large upper rooms.’
So, he builds the palace with large windows;
He uses cedar wood for the walls,
And he paints it red.
“Does having a lot of cedar in your house
Make you a great king?
Your father, King Josiah, was satisfied to have food and drink;
He did what was right and fair,
So everything went well for him.
He helped those who were poor and needy,
So everything went well for him.
This is what it means to know God,” says the LORD.
“But your eyes and heart only look for what you can get dishonestly;
You are even willing to kill innocent people to get it.
You are making it hard for people;
You even steal things from them.
So, this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, the
king of Judah: ‘The people of Judah will not cry loudly when
Jehoiakim dies.
They will not say: “Ah, my brother, I am so sad;
Ah, my sister, I am so sad.”
The people of Judah will not cry for him, saying:
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‘Ah master, ah my king.’
The people of Jerusalem will bury him like a donkey;
They will just drag his body away,
Then they will throw it outside the gates of Jerusalem.
“O Judah, go up to Lebanon and cry out;
Let your voice be heard in Bashan.
Cry out from Abarim;
All your friends are destroyed.
O Judah, when you were successful, I warned you,
But you refused to listen.
You have acted like this since you were young;
You have not obeyed Me.
My punishment will come like a storm,
And it will blow all your shepherds away;
Your friends will be taken away as captives.
Then you will really be ashamed;
You will be disgraced because of all the evil things that you did.
O king, you live in your palace;
You are cozy in your rooms of cedar.
But you will groan when your punishment comes;
You will hurt like a woman giving birth to a baby.
“As surely as I live,” says the LORD, “I will do this to you, O Jehoiachin,
the son of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah: Even if you wore a signet
ring at My right side, I would still pull you off. O Jehoiachin, I will
give you to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. And I will hand
you over to the Babylonians. Those are the people whom you are
afraid of because they want to kill you. I will throw you and your
mother into another country. Neither of you was born there, but
both of you will die there. You will want to come back, but you
will never be able to return.” Jehoiachin is like a broken pot that
someone threw away;
He is like something that no one wants.
Why will Jehoiachin and his children be thrown out?
Why will they be thrown into a foreign land?
O land, land, land of Judah,
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Listen to the Word of the LORD.
This is what the LORD says: “Write this down about Jehoiachin:
He is a man who will have no children;
He will not be successful in his lifetime.
And, none of his children will be successful.
None of his children will sit on the throne of David;
They will not rule in Judah.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter reveals the terrible anger of God against the kings
of Judah, and God’s people who rebel against Him. It shows God’s
destructive judgment against the empty religion in Jerusalem and the
Temple. Not only was the Jewish religion worthless, it was damaging
the testimony of God. So God uses a ruthless people to destroy His
people. LORD, I know You hate the sin of my nation. You hate its greed,

its worship of egotistical “stars,” its corrupt politicians, its
drunkenness, its uncontrolled sexual deviations, and its atheistic
beliefs in evolution, humanism, and worship of science (including
electronic gadgets). LORD, forgive our sin. The world will not confess
its sin to You, so I confess their sin. Do not judge my nation. God bless
our nation. God save our nation. God, revive our nation.

Jeremiah asks, “Does having a lot of cedar in your house make
you a great King?” (22:15). The answer is no. Also, beautiful clothes
don’t make you a beautiful person and expensive cars don’t make you
important. Inward character makes you beautiful, doing right makes
you important, and following God makes you great. LORD, I want to be

beautiful inwardly, so I will learn Your Word and follow its teaching. I
want to be powerful, so I will fellowship with You and let Your strength
flow through me. I want to be important so I will fill my life with Your
presence and let people see Your life flowing through me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE RIGHTEOUS REMNANT WILL RETURN
Jeremiah 23
“How terrible it will be for the leaders of Judah. They are destroying
My people. They are making them run in all directions,” says
the LORD. They are responsible for the people. And, the LORD,
the God of Israel, says to them: “You have made My people run
away in all directions. You have forced them away. And, you
have not taken care of them. Therefore, I will punish you for the
evil things you have done,” says the LORD.
“I sent My people to other countries. But I will gather My people who
are left alive. And, I will bring them back to their own country.
When they are back in their own land, they will have many
children. And, they will grow in number. I will place new
leaders over My people. They will take care of My people. And
My people will not be afraid or terrified. None of them will be
lost,” says the LORD.
“The days are coming,” says the LORD,
“When I will raise up a righteous descendant in David’s family.
This descendant will be a king who will rule in a wise way and,
he will do what is fair and right in the land. In his time, Judah
will be saved. Israel will live in safety. This will be His name:
‘The LORD Does What is Right.’
So, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “When people will not say:
‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought Israel out of the land
of Egypt . . .’ But people will say something new: ‘As surely as
the LORD lives, who brought Israel from the land of the north
and from all the countries where He had sent them away . . .’
Then the people of Israel will live in their own land.”
MESSAGE CONCERNING LYING PROPHETS
A message to the so-called “prophets”:
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My heart is broken within me;
All my bones shake.
I’m like a man who is drunk;
I’m like a man who has been overcome with wine.
This is because of the LORD
And His holy words.
The land of Judah is full of people who are guilty of adultery;
Because of this, the LORD cursed the land,
And it has withered; the pastures have dried up.
The people are evil;
They use their power in the wrong way.
“Both the false prophets and the priests are evil;
I have seen them doing evil things even in My own temple,”
says the LORD.
“So, they will be in danger; they will be forced into darkness;
There they will be defeated.
I will bring disaster on them; at that time,
I will punish those so-called ‘prophets’ and ‘priests,’” says the
LORD.
“I saw the false ‘prophets’ of Samaria
Do something wrong.
I saw those ‘prophets’ prophesy by the false god Baal,
And they led astray My people, the Israelites.
I have also seen the so-called ‘prophets’ of Jerusalem
Do some terrible things, too.
These ‘prophets’ are guilty of adultery,
And they live by lies.
They encourage evil people to keep on doing evil,
So the people do not stop sinning.
All of those people are like the city of Sodom;
The people of Jerusalem are like the city of Gomorrah to Me.”
So, this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says about the socalled “prophets”: “I will make those ‘prophets’ eat bitter food;
I will make them drink poisoned water.
This is because the ‘prophets’ of Jerusalem spread evil
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Throughout the whole country.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“Don’t pay any attention to the things those so-called ‘prophets’ are
saying To you; they are trying to fool you.
Those so-called ‘prophets’ talk of visions from their own minds,
But they did not receive their visions from Me.
They say to those who hate Me:
‘The LORD says: You will have peace.’ They say to those who are
Stubborn and do as they please:
‘Nothing bad will happen to you.’
But none of these so-called ‘prophets’ has stood in the meeting of My
Council,
None of them has seen or heard the message of the LORD;
None of them has paid close attention to the LORD’s message.”
Look, the punishment from the LORD
Will come like a storm.
His anger will be like a hurricane;
It will come crashing down upon the heads of those evil
people.
The LORD’s anger will not stop
Until He finishes what He plans to do.
When that day is over,
You will understand this clearly.
I did not send those so-called ‘prophets’;
Nevertheless, they ran to tell their message.
I did not speak to them,
But they prophesied anyway.
If they had stood in the meeting of My council
Then they would have told My message to My people.
They would have turned the people from their evil ways;
They would have turned them from doing evil.
“I am a God who is near,” says the LORD.
“I am also a God who is far away.
No one can hide
Where I cannot see him,” says the LORD.
“I fill all of heaven and earth,” says the LORD.
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“I have heard the so-called ‘prophets’ who prophesy lies in My Name,
saying, ‘I have had a dream, I have had a dream.’ How long will
this continue in the minds of these lying prophets? They
prophesy from their own wishful thinking. They are trying to
make the people of Judah forget Me. They are doing this by
telling each other these dreams. They are trying to make My
people forget Me in the same way that their ancestors forgot
Me. Their ancestors forgot Me and worshipped Baal.
“Straw is not the same thing as wheat,” says the LORD. “If a so-called
‘prophets’ wants to tell about his own dreams, then let him. But
let the person who hears My message speak it truthfully. My
Word is like a fire,” says the LORD. “It is like a hammer that
smashes rock.
“So, I am against the false prophets,” says the LORD. “These so-called
‘prophets’ keep stealing words from each other. They claim
that these words are from Me. Look, I am against these false
prophets,” says the LORD. “They wag their own tongues and
still declare: ‘The LORD says . . .’
“Look, I am against the prophets of lying dreams,” says the LORD.
“They mislead My people with their lies and their
recklessness. I did not send those so-called ‘prophets’ to
teach the people. I never commanded them to do anything for
Me. They cannot help the people of Judah at all,” says the LORD.
THE BURDEN OF THE LORD
“A so-called ‘prophet’ or a ‘priest’ may ask you, Jeremiah, ‘what is the
message from the LORD?’ You will answer them, saying: ‘You
are the heavy load to the LORD. And, I will cast you off,’ says the
LORD. A so-called ‘prophet’ or a ‘priest’ or one of the people
might say: ‘This is a message from the LORD.’ That person has
lied. So, I will punish him and his whole family. This is what
you will say to each other: ‘What did the LORD answer?’ or ‘What
did the LORD say?’ But you will never again say, ‘. . . the
message of the LORD.’ This is because the only message you
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speak is your own words. You changed the words of our God.
He is the living God, the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“This is how you will speak to the so-called ‘prophets’: ‘What answer
did the LORD give you?’ or ‘What did the LORD say?’ But don’t
say: ‘What was the message from the LORD?’ If you use those
words, the LORD will say this to you: ‘You should not have called
it “a message from the LORD.”’ I told you not to use those words.
“Look, I will pick you up like a heavy load. And, I will cast you away
from Me. I gave the city of Jerusalem to your ancestors and to
you. And, I will make a disgrace of you forever. You will never
forget your shame.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
We see the omnipresence of God in this chapter. God tells
Jeremiah, “I am a God who is near, says the LORD. I am also a God who
is far away” (v. 23). God is far from us—God’s transcendence—
means God is great, transcendent, and boundless. But God is also
immanent, meaning God is near or close. As a matter of fact Paul
said, “He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move
and have our being” (Acts 17:27-28, NKJV). LORD, I come to You, the

LORD of the universe, and I worship You for Your greatness and power
(there are a trillion times a trillion stars created by Him). I also come
because You are near to me. You indwell my heart and know my
thoughts. I worship You as my personal LORD who is as near to me as
breath itself.

God says the false prophets were wrong, but “if they stood in a
meeting of My counsel” (v. 22), then they would have spoken the right
message. We can speak with assurance because we have the
“counsel” of God in His Word. We cannot get any closer to truth, then
to be right on Scripture. LORD, I love Your Word because it gives me

truth (John 17:17). I will study Your Word to know as much of truth as
possible. I will live according to Your Word so I can walk and speak
truthfully.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOOD FIGS AND BAD FIGS
Jeremiah 24
After Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon took Jehoiachin the son of
Jehoiakim as a prisoner, I saw a vision. Jehoiachin the king of
Judah and his officers were taken away from Jerusalem. They
were taken to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar also took away all the
craftsmen and metal-workers of Judah. It was then that the
LORD showed me these things: I saw two baskets of figs. They
were arranged in front of the temple of the LORD. One of the
baskets had very good figs in it. They were like figs that ripen
early in the season. But the other basket had rotten figs. And,
they were too rotten to eat.
Then the LORD asked me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?”
I answered, “Figs. The good ones are very good, but the rotten ones
are so bad that they cannot be eaten.”
Then the LORD spoke His word to me, “I sent the people of Judah out of
their country into Babylon. Those people will be like these
good figs. I think of them as good. I will look after them. I will
bring them back to this land of Judah. I will not tear them down.
I will build them up. I will not pull them up. I will plant them, so
that they can grow. I will make them want to know Me. They
will know that I am the LORD. They will be My people, and I will
be their God. This is because they will return to Me with their
whole hearts.
“But the bad figs are too rotten to eat,” says the LORD, “Zedekiah, the
king of Judah, and his officers will be like those rotten figs. All
the people of Jerusalem who are left alive will be like that. This
will be true even if those people go live in Egypt. I will cause
those people to be hated by all the kingdoms of the earth.
People will make fun of the people from Judah. They will tell
jokes about them. People will point fingers at them. They will
curse them everywhere I scatter them. I will send war, hunger,
and disease against them. I will attack them until they have all
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been killed. Then they will no longer be in the land which I
gave to them and their ancestors.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God shows Jeremiah two baskets of figs, one with good figs,
and the other with rotten figs. The good figs represent the “saved”
Jewish people of that day. God promises He will look after them in
captivity, and in the future will bring them back into the land. “They
will know that I am the LORD. They will be My people, and I will be
their God” (v. 7). This is a picture of the future resurrection where
Israel will be brought back to the land in righteousness. LORD, I

believe in the resurrection. I believe You will raise the believing Jews
to live with Jesus Christ in the millennium. I believe I will be raised at
the rapture to go live with Christ. He promised, “Where I am, there
you may be also” (John 14:3, NKJV). I worship You because You have
the power of resurrection.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
SEVENTY YEARS OF DESTRUCTION
Jeremiah 25
This is the message that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people
of Judah. It came in the 4th year that Jehoiakim, the son of
Josiah, was the king of Judah. This was the 1st year that
Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon. This is the message
that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and
to all those who were living in Jerusalem:
“The LORD has spoken His word to me again and again for these past
23 years. I have been a prophet since the 13th year of Josiah.
Josiah was the son of Amon, the king of Judah. I have spoken to
you the message from the LORD from that time until today. Yet
you have not listened. The LORD has sent His servants, the true
prophets to you over and over again. But you have not listened
to them. You have not paid any attention to them.” They have
said, “Stop your evil ways. Stop doing what is wrong. Do this, so
that you can stay in the land. This is the land that the LORD
gave to you and your ancestors long ago. He gave it to you to
live in permanently.
“Don’t follow other gods to serve them or to worship them. You must
not worship idols that are the work of someone’s hands. That
makes the LORD mad, and He will punish You.”
“But you did not listen to Me,” says the LORD. “You worship idols that
were the work of someone’s hands. That made Me angry. So, I
punished you.” So, this is what the LORD of the armies of
heaven says: “You have not listened to My messages. So, I will
soon send for all the peoples of the north,” says the LORD. “I
will soon send for My servant, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon. I will bring them all against Judah and all the nations
around you, too. I will completely destroy all those countries. I
will leave them in ruins forever. People will be shocked when
they see how badly they will be destroyed.
“I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and happiness. There will be
no more happy sounds of brides and grooms. I will take away
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the sound of people grinding meal. And, I will take away the
light of the lamp. That whole area will become an empty
desert. And these nations will be slaves of the king of Babylon
for 70 years.
“But when the 70 years have passed, I will punish the king of Babylon
and his nation,” says the LORD. “I will punish the Babylonians
for their evil. I will make that land a desert forever. I have said
many terrible things that will happen to Babylonia. All of them
will happen. The Babylonians will have to serve many nations
and many great kings. I will give them the punishment that
they deserve. They will be punished for all the things they do.
Jeremiah prophesied about those foreign nations. And, the
warnings are written in this book.”
PUNISHMENT FOR THE NATIONS
The LORD, the God of Israel, said this to me: “My anger is like the wine
in a cup. Take it from My hand. I am sending you to all the
nations. Make them drink all of My anger from this cup. They
will drink My anger like wine. Then they will not be able to walk
straight. They will act like crazy men. They will do this
because of the war that I am going to send among them.”
So, I took the cup from the LORD’s hand. I went to those nations. And, I
made them drink from that cup. I poured this wine for the
people of Jerusalem and the towns of Judah. I made the kings
and officers of Judah drink from the cup. I did it, so that they
would become ruins. People would be shocked when they saw
how badly they were destroyed. People would insult them and
speak evil of them. And, it happened. Judah is like that now. I
also made these people drink from that cup of My anger—the
king of Egypt, his servants, his officers and all his people; all
the Arabs, and all the kings of the land of Uz; all the kings of the
Philistines (the kings of the cities of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and
the people remaining at Ashdod); the people of Edom, Moab,
and Ammon; all the kings of Tyre and Sidon; all the kings of the
faraway countries; the people of Dedan and Tema and Buz; all
who cut their hair short; all the kings of Arabia; and the kings of
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the foreign people who live in the desert; all the kings of Zimri,
Elam, and Media; and all the kings of the north, near and far,
one after the other. I made all the kingdoms of earth drink from
the cup of the LORD’s anger. But the king of Babylon will drink
from this cup after all the others
“Then say this to them: ‘This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven,
the God of Israel, says: Drink this cup of My anger. Get drunk
from it and vomit. Fall down and do not get up. Don’t get up
because I am sending a war to kill you.’
“They will refuse to take the cup from your hand. They will refuse to
drink it. Then say this to them: ‘The LORD of the armies of
heaven says this: You must drink from this cup. I am already
bringing disaster upon Jerusalem. And it is the city that is
called by My Name. And, do you think you will not be punished?
You will be punished. I am sending war upon all the people of
the earth, says the LORD of the armies of heaven.’
“You will prophesy against them with these words. Tell them:
The LORD roars from heaven,
He shouts from His holy temple;
He roars against His land.
He will shout like people who walk on grapes to make wine;
He will shout against all who live on the earth.
The noise will spread all over the earth;
This is because the LORD is punishing all the nations.
He judges and tells what is wrong with all people,
and He is killing the evil people with a sword,’” says the LORD.
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“Disasters will soon spread
from nation to nation.
They will come like a powerful storm
to all the faraway places on earth.
At that time, the corpses will reach from one end of the earth to the
other. No one will cry for them. No one will gather up their
corpses and bury them. They will be left lying on the ground
like dung. Cry, you so-called ‘shepherds.’ Cry out loud;
Roll around in the dust, you so-called ‘leaders’ of the people.
It is not time for you to be killed;
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You will fall and be scattered everywhere, like pieces of a
broken jar.
There will be no place for these ‘shepherds’ to hide;
These ‘leaders’ will not escape.
I hear these ‘shepherds’ shouting;
I hear the ‘leaders’ of the people crying loudly.
Why? Because the LORD is destroying their land.
Those peaceful meadows will be like an empty desert;
This will happen because the LORD is very angry.
The LORD, like a lion, has left his den;
Their land has been destroyed.
It is because of His destroying anger;
It is because of His fierce anger.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God predicted Israel would be in captivity for 70 years.
Nebuchadnezzar took a few captivities in 607 B.C. (including Daniel)
and 70 years later when Cyrus defeated the Babylonians, he allowed
the first return to the land in 531 B.C. under Zerubbabel (a total of 70
years). Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 587 B.C. and 70 years
later Ezra returned with more captives and reinstituted sacrifice and
worship in 517 B.C. (a total of 70 years). God who lives in the future,
tells Jeremiah the Jews “will be slaves to the king of Babylon for 70
years” (v. 11). LORD, You know my future, so guide me this day. Don’t

allow more pressure to be put upon me than I can stand. With each
trial make me stronger. You know the good things that will happen to
me, be glorified in all of them. I worship You, the One who lives
yesterday, today, and tomorrow (Rev. 1:8).
God describes His judgment on sin as, “The cup of My anger” (v.
27). When Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Let this cup
pass from me” (Matt. 26:39, NKJV), He knew the physical agony He had
to suffer when He suffered the sin of the world. But Jesus, knowing
the torment, nevertheless prayed, “Your will be done” (Matt. 26:42,
NKJV). LORD, I know Your holiness hates sin, and I know Your

judgment punishes sin. Now I know the extent of Your love because
Jesus suffered for my sin, “the just for the unjust” (1 Pet. 3:18, NKJV).
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Because You loved me, You drank the “cup of God’s anger.” I don’t
deserve forgiveness, I worship You because “the blood of Jesus
Christ [God’s Son] cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7, NKJV).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH IS THREATENED WITH DEATH
Jeremiah 26
This message came from the LORD. It was during the first year when
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, was the king of Judah. This is what
the LORD said: “Jeremiah, stand in the courtyard of the temple
of the LORD. Give this message to all the people of the towns of
Judah. They are coming to worship at the temple of the LORD.
Tell them everything I tell you to say. Do not leave out any part
of My message. Maybe they will listen and stop their evil ways.
I have plans to bring disaster upon them because of the evil
that they have done. But if they change, then I will change My
mind about bringing disaster upon them. Tell them: ‘This is
what the LORD says: I gave My teachings to you. You must obey
Me and follow My teachings. You must listen to what My
servants, the prophets, say to you. I have sent true prophets to
you again and again, but you did not listen to them. If you don’t
obey Me, I will destroy My temple in Jerusalem like Shiloh.
People all over the world will curse Jerusalem.’”
The so-called “priests,” the so-called “prophets,” and all the people
heard Jeremiah. He said all of these words in the temple of the
LORD. Jeremiah finished speaking everything that the LORD had
commanded him to say. Then the “priests,” the “prophets,” and
all the people grabbed Jeremiah. They said, “You must die.
How dare you prophesy such a thing in the Name of Yahweh.
How dare you say that this temple will be destroyed like the
one at Shiloh. How dare you say that Jerusalem will become a
desert without anyone to live in it.” All the people crowded
around Jeremiah in the temple of the LORD.
Now the officers of Judah heard about what that was happening. So,
they came out of the king’s palace and went up to the temple of
the LORD. There they took their places at the entrance of the
New gate. Then the “priests” and “prophets” spoke to the
officers and all the other people. They said, “Jeremiah should
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be killed. He said awful things about Jerusalem. You heard him
say it.”
Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officers of Judah and all the other
people. He said, “The LORD send me to say these things about
this temple and this city. Everything that you have heard is
from the LORD. Now change your hearts. You must start doing
good things. You must obey the LORD, your God. If you do that,
the LORD will change His mind. He will not bring upon you the
disaster that He has told you about. As for me, I am in your
power. Do to me whatever you think is good and right. But if
you kill me, be sure of one thing—you will be guilty of killing an
innocent man. You will make this city and everyone who lives
in it guilty, too. The LORD Himself truly sent me to you. The
message you heard is from the LORD.”
Then the officers and all the people spoke, “Jeremiah must not be
killed. What he has told us comes from the LORD, our God.”
Then some of the elders of the land stood up, and spoke to all the
people, “Micah the prophet was from the city of Moresheth. He
was a prophet during the time that Hezekiah was the king of
Judah. Micah said these things to all the people of Judah: ‘This
is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
Zion will be plowed like a field;
Jerusalem will become a pile of rocks;
The hill where the temple stands will be covered with bushes.’
“Hezekiah was the king of Judah, and, he did not kill Micah. No one
else in Judah killed him. You know that Hezekiah revered the
LORD; he wanted to please the LORD. So, the LORD changed His
mind. He did not bring upon Judah the disaster that He had
promised. If we hurt Jeremiah, we will bring a terrible disaster
upon ourselves.”
Now there was another man who prophesied in the Name of the LORD.
His name was Uriah, the son of Shemaiah. Uriah was from the
city of Kiriath-Jearim. He preached the same things against
this city and against this land that Jeremiah did. King
Jehoiakim, all his army officers and all the leaders of Judah
heard Uriah preach. King Jehoiakim wanted to kill Uriah. But
Uriah heard about it and was afraid. So, he escaped to Egypt.
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But King Jehoiakim sent Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and some
other men to Egypt. They brought Uriah back from Egypt. Then
they took him to King Jehoiakim. Jehoiakim ordered Uriah to be
killed with a sword. His body was thrown into the burial place
where poor people are buried.
There was an important man named Ahikam, the son of Shaphan.
Ahikam supported Jeremiah. So, Ahikam kept Jeremiah from
being killed by the people.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Because Jeremiah was faithful to preach God’s message that
the Temple would be destroyed, He was grabbed and they said, “You
must die” (v. 8). Jeremiah was faithful to preach the message of the
LORD and was willing to die. Jeremiah embodied what Jesus later
challenged, “Be faithful until death” (Rev. 2:10, NKJV). LORD, I know I

am weak, but I will be faithful to You, I know I am not bold, but I will not
deny You. I will not rebel against You. I will not embarrass You. See
the determination of my heart and give me strength to be faithful
unto death.

There was a previously unknown prophet Urijah the son of
Shemaiah who also preached against Jerusalem (v. 20). He was one
of the many unsung martyrs who was a faithful witness, who suffered
and died by the sword under King Jehoiakim. He fled to Egypt, but was
arrested there, brought back to Jerusalem and killed for his
preaching. LORD, teach me the lesson of total surrender from Urijah,

help me be as faithful to You as he was. I know You have an eternal
reward for me, just as You had for Urijah.

Some die for their faith as did Urijah. Some escape martyrdom
as did Jeremiah, “Ahikam kept Jeremiah from being killed by the
people” (v. 24). LORD, whether I live or die, my life is in Your hands.

You know whether I shall die by accident, or peacefully, or as a
martyr. I yield my future to You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DO NOT LISTEN TO FALSE PROPHETS
Jeremiah 27
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah when Zedekiah, the son of
Josiah, was the king of Judah, saying, “Make a yoke out of
straps and poles. Put it on the back of your neck. Then send
messages to the kings of Edom, of Moab, of Ammon, of Tyre, and
of Sidon. Send the messages through the messengers of these
kings. Those messengers have come to Jerusalem to see
Zedekiah, the king of Judah. Tell them to give this message to
their masters. Tell them, ‘The LORD of the armies of heaven the
God of Israel, says: “Tell this to your masters: I made the earth
and everyone on it. I made all the animals on the earth. I did
this with My great power and My strong arm. I can give the
earth to anyone I want. Now I have given all these lands to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. He is My servant. I will
cause even the wild animals to obey him. All nations will serve
Nebuchadnezzar, and his son, and his grandson. Then, the time
will come for Babylon to be defeated. Many nations and great
kings will make Babylon their servant.
“‘“But now, some nations or kingdoms might refuse to serve
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. They might refuse to be
under his control. If that happens, then I will punish that nation
with war, hunger, and terrible sickness,” says the LORD. “I will
do it until I destroy that nation. I will use Nebuchadnezzar to
destroy the nation that fights against him. So, do not listen to
your false prophets. Don’t listen to people who use magic to
tell what will happen in the future. Don’t listen to those who
say they can tell what dreams mean. Don’t listen to mediums
or magicians. They all tell you: ‘You will not be slaves to the
king of Babylon.’ They are telling you lies. They will only cause
you to be taken far from your homeland. I will force you to
leave your homes. And, you will die in another land.
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“‘“However, some nations will put themselves under the control of the
king of Babylon. They will serve him. I will let those nations
stay in their own country,” says the LORD. “The people from
those nations will live in their own land and farm it
“‘“I gave the same message to Zedekiah, the king of Judah, you must
put yourself under the control of the king of Babylon and serve
him. If you serve him and his people, then you will live. Why
should you and your people die like those who do not serve the
king of Babylon? Why should you die because of war, hunger,
and sickness? The LORD said this will happen.
“‘“But the false prophets are saying, ‘You will never be slaves to the
king of Babylon.’ Don’t listen to them, because they are
prophesying lies to you. I did not send them,” says the LORD.
“They are prophesying lies, and they are saying that the
message is from Me. So, I will send Judah away. You will die.
And, those prophets who prophesy to you will die also.”’”
Then I, Jeremiah, said to the priests and all the people, “This is what
the LORD says: Those false prophets are saying that what the
Babylonians took from the temple of the LORD will be brought
back soon. Don’t listen to them. They are prophesying lies to
you. Don’t listen to those so-called ‘prophets.’ Instead, serve
the king of Babylon, and you will live. There is no reason for
you to cause Jerusalem to become ruins. They might be
‘prophets’ and have the message from the LORD. If so, then let
them pray to the LORD of the armies of heaven. Let them pray
about the things that are still in the temple of the LORD. Let
them pray about the things that are still in the royal palace and
in Jerusalem. Let them pray that all this will not be taken away
to Babylon.
“This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says about those
things left in Jerusalem. In the temple there are the pillars, the
large bronze bowl, which is called the Sea, the stands that can
be moved and other things. Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, left them in Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar did not take
these away when he took Jehoiachin, the king of Judah, captive
(Jehoiachin was the son of King Jehoiakim). Nebuchadnezzar
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also took other important people away from Judah and
Jerusalem.
“This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says
about the things left in the temple of the LORD and in the royal
palace and in Jerusalem: ‘All of this will also be taken to
Babylon. And they will stay there until the day I go to get them,’
says the LORD. ‘Then I will bring them back and return them to
this place.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
It is senseless to rebel against God, since He has ordained
what shall come to pass. It was useless for Israel to revolt against
Nebuchadnezzar since God had decreed Israel’s judgment. God says,
‘I have made the earth and everyone on it . . . I did this with My great
power and My strong arm . . . Now I have given all these lands to
Nebuchadnezzar” (v. 5-6). LORD, I will not fight Your will for my life. I

submit to Your plans. Use me to accomplish Your will. When I’ve
fought against You in the past, I’ve always lost. I again surrender to
You for this day.

Nebuchadnezzar took the smaller vessels from the Temple the
first time captives were taken to Babylon. Jeremiah predicts the
large vessels would be taken the second time (v. 19-21). But
Jeremiah’s predictions don’t stop there. The LORD said, “I will bring
them back and return them to this place” (v. 22). LORD, I believe Your

Word, because everything You have predicted in the past has come
true. So what You say about today is true. And what You promise
about the future will happen.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH AND THE FALSE PROPHET HANANIAH
Jeremiah 28
It was the 5th month of King Zedekiah’s 4th year as the king of Judah. At
that time, Hananiah the so-called “prophet” spoke to me. He
was the son of Azzur. And he was from the town of Gibeon. He
was in the temple of the LORD when he spoke to me. In front of
the priests and all the people, Hananiah said: “The LORD of the
armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘I will break the yoke
that the king of Babylon has put upon Judah. Before two years
are over, I will bring back everything that Nebuchadnezzar, the
king of Babylon, took from the LORD’s temple. I will also bring
back Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah here.
And, I will bring back all the other people of Judah as captives
to Babylon,’ says the LORD. ‘So, I will break the yoke that the
king of Babylon put upon Judah.’”
Then the prophet Jeremiah answered the so-called “prophet”
Hananiah. They were standing in the temple of the LORD. The
priests and all the people there could hear Jeremiah’s answer.
He said, “Amen. Let the LORD really do that. May the LORD make
the message that you prophesy come true. May the LORD bring
everything from the LORD’s temple back from Babylon. And,
may He bring back to their homes all the people who were
taken as captives (this was spoken in irony).
“But listen to what I must say to you and all the people. There were
prophets long before we became prophets, Hananiah. They
prophesied that war, hunger, and terrible sickness would
come. They would come to many countries and great
kingdoms. But a prophet might prophesy that we will have
peace. The message of that prophet might come true. If it
does, only then can he be recognized as one truly sent by the
LORD.”
Then the so-called “prophet” Hananiah took the yoke off Jeremiah’s
neck and broke it. Hananiah said in front of all the people,
“This is what the LORD says: ‘In the same way, I will break the
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yoke of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. He put that yoke
on all the nations of the world. But I will break it before 2 years
are over.’” After Hananiah had said that, Jeremiah left the
temple.
Then the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah not long after the so-called
“prophet” Hananiah had broken the yoke off of the true prophet
Jeremiah’s neck. The LORD said, “Go and tell Hananiah, ‘This is
what the LORD says: You have broken a wooden yoke, but I will
make a yoke of iron in the place of the wooden one. The LORD of
the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: I will put a yoke of
iron on the necks of all these nations. I will do that to make
them serve Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. And, they will
be slaves to him. I will even give Nebuchadnezzar control over
the wild animals.’”
Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the false prophet Hananiah,
“Listen, Hananiah, the LORD did not send you. And, you have
made the people of Judah trust in lies, so this is what the LORD
says: ‘Soon I will remove you from the earth. You will die this
year. This is because you taught the people to turn against the
LORD.’”
Hananiah died in the 7th month of that same year.
MY TIME TO PRAY
There will always be false prophets who speak contrary to
God’s Word. Hananiah (nothing else is known of him apart from this
story) predicted that in 2 years God would break the yoke of
Nebuchadnezzar on Judah. Also, that the stolen vessels would be
returned to the Temple. This was the opposite of Jeremiah’s
prophecy (22:26-27; 27:16). There will be false prophets today who
say something like, “All religions lead to heaven,” or, “There are
mistakes in the Bible so we can’t trust it.” LORD, keep the influence of

false prophets away from me. I believe everything You said in Your
Word. I believe You will do exactly what You said, and I believe You
will do it in Your way and in Your time.
God condemned Hananiah because, “You have made the
people of Judah trust in lies” (v. 15). Therefore Jeremiah predicted,

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\28 JEREMIAH 28.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 2 of 3

“You will die this year” (v. 16). Then the prediction was vindicated,
“Hananiah died . . . that same year” (v. 17). LORD, seal Your Holy Spirit

to guide my study. Help me accurately teach the Bible so that I tell
the people what You’ve said. I want to be as truthful as Your Word.
Keep me from error.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A LETTER FROM JEREMIAH TO THE EXILES
Jeremiah 29
Jeremiah the prophet sent a letter to the people taken as captives to
Babylon. he sent it to the elders who were among the captives,
the priests, and the prophets. And, he sent it to all the other
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem to
Babylon. This letter was sent after all these people were taken
away: Jehoiachin and the queen mother; the officers and the
leaders of Judah and Jerusalem; and the craftsmen and metalworkers. Zedekiah, the king of Judah had sent Elasah (the son
of Shaphan) and Gemariah (the son of Hilkiah) to King
Nebuchadnezzar. So, Jeremiah gave the letter to them to take
to Babylon. This is what the letter said:
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says
to all those people whom He sent away from Jerusalem as
captives in Babylon: “Build houses and settle in the land. Plant
gardens and eat the food that you grow. Get married and have
sons and daughters. Find wives for your sons. Let your
daughters be married, so that they may also have sons and
daughters. Have many children and grow in number in
Babylon. Don’t become fewer in number. Also do good things
for the city where I sent you as captives. Pray to the LORD for
the city where you are living. If there is peace in that city, you
will have peace also.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says “Don’t let
your so-called ‘prophets’ and the people who do magic fool
you. Do not listen to their dreams. They are prophesying lies,
and they are saying that their message is from Me. However, I
did not send them,” says the LORD. This is what the LORD says:
“Babylon will be powerful for 70 years. After that time, I will
come to you who are living in Babylon. I will keep My promise
to bring you back to Jerusalem. I say this because I know what
I have planned for you,” says the LORD. “I have good plans for
you. I do not plan to hurt you. I plan to give you hope and a
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good future. Then you will call on My Name. You will come to
Me and pray to Me. And, I will listen to you. You will search for
Me. And, when you search for Me with all your heart, you will
find Me. I will let you find Me,” says the LORD. “And I will bring
you back from your captivity. I forced you to leave this place.
But I will gather you from all the nations. I will gather you from
the places where I have sent you as captives,” says the LORD.
“And, I will bring you back to this place.”
You might say, “The LORD has given us ‘prophets’ here in Babylon.”
But the LORD says this about the king who is sitting on David’s
throne now. And, I’m also talking about all the other people
still in Jerusalem. These are your relatives who did not go to
Babylon with you. The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “I will
soon send war, hunger, and terrible diseases against those
who are still in Jerusalem. I will make them like bad figs that
are too rotten to eat. I will chase them with war, hunger, and
terrible diseases. I will cause them to be a hated people by all
the kingdoms of the earth. People will speak evil of them. They
will be shocked when they hear what has happened. And,
people will use them as a shameful example wherever I make
them go. This is because those in Jerusalem have not listened
to My message,” says the LORD. “I sent My message to them
again and again. I used My servants, the true prophets, to give
My messages to them. But they did not listen,” says the LORD.
“You captives, I forced you to leave Jerusalem and go to Babylon. So,
listen to the message from the LORD. The LORD of the armies of
heaven says this about Ahab, the son of Kolaiah. And He says it
about Zedekiah, the son of Maaseiah: “These two men have
been prophesying lies to you. They have said that their
message is from Me. But I will hand over those two ‘prophets’
to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. And, Nebuchadnezzar
will kill them in front of you who are captives in Babylon.
Because of this, all the captives from Judah will use this curse:
‘May the LORD treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab. The king of
Babylon burned them with fire.’
“They have done evil things among the people of Israel. They are
guilty of adultery with the wives of their neighbors. They have
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also spoken lies. And, they said those lies were a message
from Me, the LORD. I did not tell them to do that. I know what
they have done. I am a Witness,” says the LORD.
Also give a message to Shemaiah, from the Nehelamite family. The
LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
“Shemaiah, you sent letters to all the people in Jerusalem. And,
you sent a letter to the priest Zephanaiah, the son of Maaseiah.
You also sent letters to all the priests. You sent those letters in
your own name. You said to Zephaniah, ‘The LORD has made you
priest in place of Jehoiada. You are to be in charge of the
temple of the LORD. You should arrest any crazy man who acts
like a prophet. You should lock the hands and feet of that
person between wooden blocks. And, put iron rings around his
neck. Now, Jeremiah, from Anathoth, is acting like a prophet.
So, why haven’t you arrested him? Jeremiah has sent this
message to us in Babylon: You will be there for a long time. So,
build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat what you
grow.’”
Zephanaiah the priest did read the letter to Jeremiah the prophet.
Then the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah: “Send this message
to all the captives in Babylon: ‘This is what the LORD says about
Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Shemaiah has prophesied to you,
but I did not send him. He has made you believe a lie. Because
Shemaiah has done that, this is what the LORD says: I will soon
punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite. He will not see the good
things that I will do for My people, says the LORD. None of his
family will be left alive among the people. This is because he
has taught the people to turn against Me.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah wrote a letter to the exiles in Babylon. They were not
captives in prison, but exiles who congregated in their own
settlements. Jeremiah told them to settle down, build homes, and
marry (v. 6). They were told to “pray for the peace of Babylon,”
because, “if there is peace in that city, you will have peace also” (v. 7).
Loyalty by the Jews has been a guiding principle wherever the Jews
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have gone. That principle has preserved the Jews through the
centuries. LORD, help me to learn the principle of praying for my

nation and its leaders. I will be loyal to my nation and pay my taxes.
Bless me and bless my nation.

God promises, “After seventy years . . . I will visit you . . . causing
you to return to this place” (v. 10). God predicts an expected end to
their captivity, and Israel would return to the land of promise (see
Ezra and Nehemiah). LORD, You love the land of Palestine—cross

roads of the world—because Your presence dwelt there between the
cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant. LORD, the future is tied to
Jerusalem and Your land. I pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6).
Jesus will return to the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4, Acts 1:10-12), so I
am interested in the land because Your concern is there.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\29 JEREMIAH 29.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 4 of 4

SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL AND JUDAH WILL BE RESTORED
Jeremiah 30
These are the words that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah. The LORD, the
God of Israel, said: “Jeremiah, write all the words I have spoken
to you in a book. The days will come when I will make
everything as good as it was before,” says the LORD. “I will
bring Israel and Judah back from captivity,” says the LORD. “I
will return to them the land which I gave their ancestors. Then
My people will own that land again.”
The LORD spoke this message about the people of Israel and Judah,
saying: “We hear people crying from fear.
They are afraid; there is no peace.
Ask this question, and consider it:
A man cannot have a baby.
So, why do I see every strong man
holding his stomach in pain like a woman having a baby?
Why is everyone’s face turning pale like a dead man’s face?
This will be a terrible day.
There will never be another time like this.
This is a time of great trouble for the people of Jacob,
but they will be saved from it.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven says,
“At that time, I will break the yoke from their necks.
And, I will break the ropes holding them;
Foreign people will never again make My people slaves.
They will serve the LORD, their God,
and they will serve David, their king.
I will send that king to them.
So, people of Jacob, My servants, don’t be afraid;
Israel, don’t be scared,” says the LORD.
“I will save you from that faraway place where you are captives;
I will save your family from that land.
The people of Jacob will be safe and have peace again;
There will be no enemy to scare them.
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I am with you, and I will save you,”
says the LORD.
“I scattered you among those nations;
Even if I completely destroy all those nations,
I will not destroy you.
You will be punished fairly,
but I will punish you.”
This is what the LORD said: “You people have a wound that cannot be
Cured; your injury will not heal.
There is no one to argue your case;
There is no cure for your sores.
So, you will not be healed.
All those nations who were your friends have forgotten you;
They don’t care about you.
I hurt you as an enemy would;
I punished you very hard.
I did this because your guilt was so great;
I did this because your sins were so many.
Why are you crying about your injury?
There is no cure for your pain.
I, the LORD, did this things to you because of your great guilt;
I did these things because of your many sins.
But those nations that destroyed you will now be destroyed;
Your enemies will become captives.
Those who stole from you will have their own things stolen;
Those who took things from you in war
Will have their own things taken.
I will bring back your health,
And I will heal your injuries,” says the LORD.
“This is because other people forced you out from among them;
Those people said about you, ‘No one cares about Jerusalem.’”
This is what the LORD said: “I will make the tents of Jacob’s people
As they used to be,
And I will have pity on Israel’s houses.
The city will be rebuilt on its hills of ruins,
And the king’s palace will stand in its proper place.
People in those places will sing songs of praise;
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There will also be the sound of laughter.
I will give them many children;
They will not be small.
I will bring honor to them;
No one will look down on them.
Their descendants will be like they were in the old days;
I will make their people strong in My presence,
And, I will punish the nations who have hurt them.
One of their own people will lead them;
Their ruler will come from among them.
He will come near to Me when I invite him;
Who would dare to come uninvited?” says the LORD.
“So, you will be My people,
And I will be your God.”
The LORD was very angry.
He punished the people.
And, the punishment came like a storm.
It came like a hurricane against the evil people.
The LORD will stay mad
Until He finishes punishing the people.
He will stay angry
Until He finishes the punishment that He planned.
When that day comes,
You will understand this.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The LORD promises both punishment and redemption to His
people. But this prediction is not Israel’s present punishment, but a
future punishment that will be worse than Babylon’s destruction. God
promises, “The time of Jacob’s trouble” (v. 7). Which is the coming
tribulation promised by Jesus (Matt. 24:4-26). Jesus called it “the
great tribulation” (Matt. 24:29). It will be followed by a 1,000 years of
peace when Israel returns to the land. “I will bring again the captivity
of My people Israel and Judah” (v. 3). David will rule over Israel (v. 9).

LORD, I believe You have a great plan for Israel. I don’t understand
why, but I marvel at Your love for the Jews when they were so hard-

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\30 JEREMIAH 30.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 3 of 4

hearted and rebellious. That means You will be kind to me and deal
with me in mercy. LORD, be gracious to me.
God promises, “You will be My people, and I will be your God” (v.

22). LORD, I want to belong to You. I will tell everyone that I belong to

You and I serve You.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE RETURN OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Jeremiah 31
The LORD says, “At that time, I will be God of all Israel’s clans, and they
will Be My people;
Some of the people were not killed by the enemy’s sword.
Those people will find help in the desert;
I have come to give rest to Israel.”
And, from far away, the LORD appeared to His people and He said,
“I love you people
With a love that will last forever.
I became your Friend,
Because of My love and kindness.
O people of Israel, I will build you up again,
And you will be rebuilt.
You will pick up your tambourines again;
You will dance with those who are joyful.
You will plant vineyards again
On the hills around Samaria.
The farmer will plant them
And enjoy their fruit.
There will be a time when watchmen in the mountains of Ephraim
shout this Message: ‘Come, let us go up to Jerusalem to
worship the LORD, our God.’”
This is what the LORD says: “Be happy and sing for the people of
Jacob;
Shout for Israel, the greatest of the nations.
Sing your praises and shout this:
‘O LORD, save your people;
Save those who are left alive from the nation of Israel.’
Look, I will bring Israel from the country in the north;
I will gather them from the faraway places on earth.
Some of the people are blind and crippled;
Some of the women will be pregnant and ready to give birth.
A great many people will come back.
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Those people will be crying as they come back,
But they will pray as I bring them back.
I will lead those people by streams of water;
I will lead them on an even road where they will not stumble.
This is because I am Israel’s Father,
And Israel is My firstborn son.
O nations, listen to the message from the LORD;
Tell this message in the faraway lands by the sea:
‘The One who scattered the people of Israel will bring them back
together,
And He will watch over His people like a shepherd.’
The LORD will bring the people of Jacob back;
The LORD will buy them back
From people who are stronger than they were.
The people of Israel will come to the high points of Jerusalem;
There they will shout for joy.
Their faces will shine with happiness about all the good things from
the LORD:
The grain, the new wine, the oil, the young sheep, and the cows.
They will be like a garden that has plenty of water,
And the people of Israel will not be troubled anymore.
Then young women of Israel will be happy and dance;
The young men and old men will also dance.
I will change their sadness into happiness;
I will give them comfort and joy instead of sadness.
The priests will have more than enough sacrifices,
And My people will be filled with the good things that I give
them,” Says the LORD.
This is what the LORD says: “A sound was heard in the town of Ramah;
It was crying and loud screaming.
Rachel is crying for her children,
And she will not let anyone comfort her,
Because her children are dead.”
But this is what the LORD says: “Stop crying;
Don’t let your eyes fill with tears.
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You will be rewarded for your work,” says the LORD.
“The people will come back from their enemy’s land.
So, there is hope for you,” says the LORD.
“Your children will come back to their own land.
I have heard Israel moaning:
‘O LORD, You punished me, and I have learned my lesson;
I was like a calf that had never been trained.
Take me back, and I will come back;
You truly are the LORD, my God.
O LORD, I wandered away from You,
But I changed my heart and life.
Once I understood,
I beat my breast with sorrow.
I am ashamed and disgraced,
Because of the foolish things that I did when I was young.’
“You know that Israel is My dear son;
I love that child.
Yes, I often speak against Israel,
But I still remember him.
I love him very much,
And I want to comfort him,” says the LORD.
“O people of Israel, fix the road signs;
Put up the signs that show the way home.
Watch the road;
Pay attention to the road on which you travel.
O people of Israel, come home;
Come back to your towns.
You are an unfaithful daughter;
How long will you wander before you come home?
The LORD will make something new happen in the land:
A woman will go seeking a man.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: “I will again
do good things for the people of Judah. At that time, the people
in the land of Judah and its towns will again say: ‘May the LORD
bless you. You are a righteous dwelling. You are a holy
mountain.’
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People in all the towns of Judah will live together in peace. Farmers
and those who move around with their flocks will live together
in peace. I will give rest and strength to those who are weak
and tired.”
After hearing that, I, Jeremiah, woke up and looked around. My sleep
had been very pleasant.
The LORD says, “The days are coming when I will help the household
of Israel and the household of Judah grow. I will help their
children and animals grow, too. It will be like planting and
caring for a plant. In the past, I watched over Israel and Judah,
but I watched for the time to pull them up. I tore them down. I
destroyed them. I brought disaster to them. But now I will
watch over them to build them up and make them strong,” says
the LORD.
“At that time, people will no longer say:
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, that caused the children
to grind their teeth from the sour taste.’ But each person will
die for his own sin. The person who eats sour grapes will grind
his own teeth.
A NEW COVENANT
“Listen,” says the LORD, “the time is coming,
When I will make a new covenant.
It will be with the family of Israel
And the family of Judah.
It will not be like the covenant
Which I made with their ancestors.
That was when I took them by the hand
To lead them out of the land of Egypt.
I was a husband to them,
But they broke that covenant,” says the LORD.
“I will make this new covenant
With the family of Israel,” says the LORD.
“I will put My teachings in their minds,
And I will write them upon their hearts.
I will be their God,
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And they will be My people.
No one will ever teach his neighbor or relatives
To know the LORD.
This is because all people will know Me—
From the least important ones to the most important ones,”
says the LORD.
“I will forgive them for the evil things they did;
I will forget about their sins forever.”
This is what the LORD says:
“The LORD makes the sun shine in the day,
And He makes the moon and the stars shine at night.
He stirs up the sea, so that its waves crash on the shore;
The LORD of the armies of heaven is His Name.
Only if these laws should ever fail,” says the LORD,
“Will the descendants of Israel stop being a nation in My
presence.”
This is what the LORD says: “There is only one way that I will reject all
the Descendants of Israel;
That is if people can measure the sky above,
It is if they can learn the secrets of the earth below,
Then I will reject them, because of what they have done,” says
the LORD.
The LORD says, “Look, the days are coming when Jerusalem will be
rebuilt for Me. Everything from the Tower of Hananel to the
Corner Gate will be rebuilt. The measuring line will stretch
from the Corner Gate straight to the hill of Gareb. Then it will
turn to the place named Goah. There is the whole valley where
corpses and ashes are thrown. It will be holy to the LORD. And
all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley will be included. They
are on the east, as far as the corner of the Horse Gate. All that
area will be holy to the LORD. The city of Jerusalem will never
again be torn down or destroyed.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God promises, “I will build you up again, and you will be rebuilt”
(v. 4). What a lovely promise and fulfillment. God promises, “I will
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build you up.” Then God fulfills, “You will be rebuilt.” LORD, build me

up in the faith, make me a strong believer. I don’t want to be weak, so
I will study to learn Your Word. I will obey Your commandments. I will
be strong. Then I claim Your promise, “You will be rebuilt.”

A picture is seen of “Rachel’s weeping for her children” (v. 15).
Although Rachel’s exact burial place is unconfirmed, when I first
visited a stone outside Bethlehem marking her grave, it was
surrounded by shepherds’ fields. Today, there’s a fast food
restaurant right there, and it’s surrounded by condos and
apartments. Rachel is weeping prophetically from her grave over
descendents who are slaughtered. This was fulfilled when Herod
slaughtered the children 2 years and younger in and around
Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16). Herod was trying to kill the Christ-Child born
to Mary (Matt. 2:1-11). Then Matthew added, “A voice was heard in
Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping
for her children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more”
(Matt. 2:18, NKJV). LORD, give me a sad heart over the death of Your

martyrs, and give me crying eyes over the slaughter of Your children.
May I weep in prayer for the protection of Your people. Teach me to
intercede for all.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH BUYS A FIELD IN ANATHOTH
Jeremiah 32
This is the word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah in the 10th year that
Zedekiah was the king of Judah. The 10th year of Zedekiah was
the 18th year of Nebuchadnezzar (in 587 B.C. the year before
Jerusalem was completely demolished). At that time, the army
of Babylon was surrounding Jerusalem. Jeremiah was under
arrest in the courtyard of the guard. This courtyard was at the
palace of the king of Judah. Zedekiah, the king of Judah, had put
Jeremiah in prison there.
Zedekiah had asked, “Why have you prophesied the things you have?”
(Jeremiah had said, “This is what the LORD says: ‘I will soon give
the city of Jerusalem over to the king of Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar will capture this city. Zedekiah, the king of
Judah, will not escape from the army of the Babylonians.
Instead, he will surely be given to the king of Babylon. And,
Zedekiah will speak to the king of Babylon face to face.
Zedekiah will see him with his own eyes. The king of Babylon
will take Zedekiah to Babylon. Zedekiah will stay there until I
have punished him,’ says the LORD. ‘If you fight against the
Babylonians, you will not succeed.’’)
While Jeremiah was prisoner, he said, “The LORD spoke His word to
me saying, ‘Jeremiah, your cousin, Hanamel, will come to you
soon. He is the son of your uncle Shallum. Hanamel will say to
you, “Jeremiah, you are my nearest relative. So, buy my field
near the town of Anathoth. It is your right and your
responsibility to buy the field.”’”
“Then it happened just as the LORD had said. My cousin Hanamel
came to me in the courtyard of the guard. He said to me, ‘Buy
my field near Anathoth in the land of Benjamin. Buy that land
for yourself. It is your right to buy it and own it.’ So, I knew this
was a message from the LORD. I bought the field at Anathoth
from my cousin, Hanamel. I weighed out seven ounces
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(literally, ‘seventeen shekels’) of silver for him. I signed the
record that showed that I now owned the field. And, I had a
copy of the record sealed up. Some men witnessed it and
signed it also. And, I weighed out the silver on the scales. Then
I took the sealed copy of the record of ownership. And I took
the copy that was not sealed. And, I gave them to Baruch, the
son of Neriah. Neriah was the son of Mahseiah. The sealed
copy of the record of ownership had all the demands and limits
of my purchase. I gave this paper of ownership to Baruch. It
was while my cousin Hanamel and the other witnesses were
there. Those witnesses also signed the record of ownership.
There were also many Jews sitting in the courtyard. And, they
saw me give the record of ownership to Baruch.
“With all the people watching, I said to Baruch, ‘This is what the LORD
of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: Take both
copies of the record of ownership. Take both the sealed copy
and the copy that was not sealed. And put them in a clay jar. Do
this so that they will last a long time. This is what the LORD of
the armies of heaven, the God of Israel says: In the future, My
people will once again buy houses. They will also buy fields for
grain and vineyards in the land of Israel.’”
JEREMIAH PRAYS TO THE LORD
“I gave the record of ownership to Baruch, the son of Neriah. Then I
prayed to the LORD, saying, “O LORD God, You made the skies
and the earth. You made them with Your very great power.
There is nothing too wonderful for You to do. O LORD, You show
love and kindness to thousands of people. But, You also bring
punishment to children for the sins of their fathers. Great and
powerful God, Your Name is the LORD of the armies of heaven.
You plan to do great things, O LORD. You see everything that
people do. You reward people for the way they live and for
what they do. O LORD, You did miracles and wonderful things in
the land of Egypt. You have kept on doing them even until
today. You did miracles in Israel and among the other nations.
You have become well known. O LORD, You used signs and
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miracles and brought Your people, the Israelites out of the land
of Egypt. You used Your great power and strength to do those
things. You brought great terror on everyone. O LORD, You gave
this land to the people of Israel. This is the land that You
promised to their ancestors long ago. It is a land where much
food grows. The people of Israel came into this land and took it
for their own. But those people did not obey You. They did not
follow Your teachings. They did not do the things that You
commanded. So, You made all these terrible things happen to
them.
“And now, the enemy has surrounded the city. They are building
roads to the top of the walls. There will be war, hunger, and
terrible diseases. These will cause the city to be handed over
to the Babylonians. They are attacking the city now. O LORD,
You said this would happen. And now, You see it is happening.
“But now, O LORD, You are telling me, ‘Buy the field with silver. Choose
some men to watch while I purchase it.’ You are telling me this
while the Babylonian army is ready to capture the city.”
Then the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah: “I am the LORD. I am the
God of every person on the earth. You know that nothing is
impossible for Me. So, this is what I say: I will soon give the city
of Jerusalem to the Babylonian army. And, I will give it to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. That army will capture
the city. The Babylonian army is already attacking the city of
Jerusalem. They will soon enter the city and start a fire to burn
down the city. They will also burn down the houses. The
people of Jerusalem made Me mad. They offered sacrifices to
Baal on the roof-tops of their houses. And, the people poured
out drink-offerings to other idols. The people of Israel and
Judah have done only the things that I said were wrong. They
have done this since they were young. They have made Me
angry by worshipping idols made with their own hands,” says
the LORD.
“From the day that Jerusalem was built until now, they have made Me
very angry. Jerusalem has made Me so mad that I must remove
it from My sight. I will destroy it. This is because of the evil
that the people of Israel and Judah have done. The people,
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their kings, and the officers have made Me angry. Their socalled ‘priests’ and ‘prophets’ have made Me angry. All the men
of Judah and the people of Jerusalem have made Me angry.
They turned their backs on Me. I tried to teach them again and
again. But they would not listen to Me. I tried to correct them,
but they wouldn’t listen. They put their disgusting idols in the
place where I have chosen to be worshipped. In this way, they
made it unclean. In the Valley of Ben-Hinnom, those people
built places to worship Baal. They built them, so that they
could burn their sons and daughters as sacrifices to Molech.
But I never commanded them to do such a disgusting thing. I
never even thought of it. This would make Judah sin.”
THE LORD PROMISES TO DO GOOD TO HIS PEOPLE
“You are saying, ‘There will be war, hunger, and terrible diseases. So,
the city will be handed over to the king of Babylon.’ But the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: I have forced the people of Israel
and Judah to leave their land. I was very furious and angry with
them. But I will gather them from the land where I forced them
to go. I will bring them back to this place and let them live in
safety.
The people of Israel and Judah will be My people. And, I will be their
God. I will make them want to be truly one people. They will
have one goal. They will truly want to worship Me all of their
lives. They will do this for their own good and for their children
after them.
“I will make a covenant with them. This covenant will last forever.
And, I will never turn away from them. I will always be good to
them. I will make them want to respect Me. Then they will
never turn away from Me. I will enjoy doing good to them. And,
I will surely plant them in this land and make them grow. I will
do this with My whole being.”
This is what the LORD says: “I have brought this great disaster to the
people of Israel and Judah. In the same way, I will bring good
things to them. I promise to do good things for them. You are
saying, ‘This land is an empty desert. There are no people or
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animals here. The Babylonian army defeated this country.’
However, in the future, people will once again buy fields in this
land. They will use their money and buy fields. They will sign
and seal their agreements. People will witness their signing
records of ownership. They will again buy fields in the land of
Benjamin and in the area around Jerusalem. They will buy
fields in the towns of Judah and in the mountains. They will buy
them in the western mountain slopes and in southern Judah.
This is because I will make everything as good as it once was,”
says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah bought a field that belonged to a relative (the legal
right in Israel). This was a symbolic action to communicate to the
people that God would restore the land to its rightful owners in the
future. The LORD’s table (communion) is a symbolic action. Every
time you eat the broken bread at Communion, and drink the Cup, you
show the Lord’s death “till He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). LORD, I know I

shall die and live with You, if You do not return before I die. Therefore
I will do things today in light of the future, just as Jeremiah acted in
light of the future. I believe in my future with You, therefore, I obey
You today.

Jeremiah prayed, “There is nothing too hard for You” (v. 17,
NKJV). Then God repeats Jeremiah’s words in a question, “I am the
LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me” (v. 27,
NKJV)? LORD, I believe You are all-powerful, therefore I worship You

for what You’ve done in the past. I praise You for what You will do in
the future. Although Jerusalem was destroyed, You allowed the Jews
to return and build the walls under Nehemiah’s leadership. And You
will do it again in the future. There’s nothing too hard for You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
HOPE FOR GOD’S PEOPLE
Jeremiah 33
Now Jeremiah was still locked up in the courtyard of the guards. And,
the LORD spoke His word to him a second time: “The LORD made
the earth. He made it, and He keeps it safe. The LORD is His
Name. This is what the LORD says: O Judah, pray to Me, and I will
answer you. I will tell you important secrets. You have never
heard these things before. The LORD is the God of Israel. He
says these things about the houses in Jerusalem and the royal
palaces of Judah. They have been torn down to be used against
the attack by the Babylonian army.” The LORD says, “Some
people will come to fight against the Babylonians. They will fill
these houses with corpses. I killed those people in My hot
anger. I have turned away from this city because of all the evil
its people have done.
“But then I will bring health and heal the people there. I will let them
enjoy peace and safety. I will make good things happen to
Judah and Israel again. I will make them strong as in the past.
They sinned against Me, but I will wash away that sin. They did
evil and turned away from Me, but I will forgive them. Then
Jerusalem will be a wonderful place. People who live there will
be happy. And, people from all nations will praise it. This will
happen, because they will hear about the good things I am
doing there. They will be surprised and shocked at the good
things and peace that I will bring to Jerusalem.
“You are saying, ‘Our country is an empty desert. There are no people
or animals living there.’ It is now quiet in the streets of
Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah. There are no people or
animals there either. But it will be noisy there soon. There will
be sounds of joy and gladness. There will be the happy sounds
of brides and grooms. There will be the sounds of people
bringing their offerings to the temple of the LORD. Their
offerings will be to show thanks to the LORD. They will say:
‘Praise the LORD of the armies of heaven;
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The LORD is good.
His love continues forever.’
They will say this, because I will again do good things for Judah. It
will be as in the beginning,” says the LORD.
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “This place is
empty now. There are no people or animals living here. But
there will be shepherds in all the towns of Judah. And, there
will be pastures where they let their flocks of sheep rest.
Shepherds will again count their sheep as the sheep walk in
front of them. People will be counting their sheep all around
the country. They will count them in the mountains and in the
western mountain slopes. They will count them in southern
Judah and in the land of Benjamin. They will count them
around Jerusalem and the other towns of Judah.”
The LORD says, “The time is coming when I will do the things I
promised. I made a special promise to the household of Israel
and the household of Judah.
In those days and at that time,
I will make a righteous Branch (Jesus Christ) sprout from
David’s family.
He will do what is fair and right in the land.
At this time, Judah will be saved;
The people of Jerusalem will live in safety.
The Branch will be named:
The LORD, Our Righteousness.”
This is what the LORD says: “Someone from David’s family will always
sit on the throne. And, he will rule the household of Israel.
And, there will always be priests from the family of Levi. Those
priests will always stand before Me. And, they will offer whole
burnt-offerings and food-offerings. And, they will offer
sacrifices to Me.”
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah, “I have a covenant with day and
night. I agreed that they will continue forever. Day and night
will always come at the right times. If you could change that
covenant, then you could also change My covenant with David
and Levi. Only then would descendants from My servant David
not be the kings on their thrones. And only then would the
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family of Levi not be priests serving Me in the temple.
Nevertheless, I will give many descendants to My servant
David. And, I will give them to the clan of Levi who serve Me in
the temple. They will be as many as the stars in the sky that no
one can count. and, they will be as many as the grains of sand
on the beach; no one could count them.”
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah: “Jeremiah, have you heard what
the people are saying? They are saying: ‘The LORD turned away
from the two families of Israel and Judah. He chose those
people. But now He doesn’t think of them as a nation
anymore.’”
This is what the LORD says: “If I had not made My covenant with day
and night, and if I had not made the laws for the sky and earth,
only then might I turn away from Jacob’s descendants. And
only then I might not let the descendants of David My servant
rule over the descendants of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.
And, I will be kind to those people. I will cause good things to
happen to them again.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God is called, “The LORD, the maker thereof” (v. 2, KJV). The
phrase “thereof” means He is great to make the greatness of the
earth. The One who created this mighty creation, can do mighty
things. Therefore god invites us, “Call unto Me, and I will answer thee,
and show thee great and mighty things” (v. 3, KJV). LORD, I worship

You because You are great, do great things for me when I pray. I
worship You because You are mighty, do mighty things for me when I
call to You.
The phrase, “which you do not know” (v. 3, NKJV) means I don’t

realize all the things God does for me when He arranges small details
to answer my prayers. Also, God does mighty miracles to answer my
prayers, when I don’t even know He is working. LORD, I call on You

today for Your mighty work in my life. You know the small and large
things for which I pray. I rest in Your promise, “I will answer” (v. 3).

The mysteries of eternity that I don’t know yet are available to
me only when I call. LORD, I call boldly, give me bold answers. I call
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patiently, teach me to wait on You. I call in emergencies, answer
quickly. I call when discouraged, give me courage. I call when
scared, let me hear, “Fear not, for I am with you” (Isa. 41:10, NKJV).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS TO ZEDEKIAH
Jeremiah 34
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah. It came when Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon, was fighting against Jerusalem and all the
towns around it. Nebuchadnezzar had with him all his army.
And, he had the armies of all the kingdoms and peoples that he
ruled. This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, said: “Jeremiah,
go to Zedekiah, the king of Judah, and tell him: ‘This is what the
LORD says: I will hand the city of Jerusalem over to the king of
Babylon very soon. And, he will burn it down. You will not
escape from the king of Babylon. You will surely be caught and
given to him. You will see the king of Babylon with your own
eyes. He will talk to you face to face. And, you will go to
Babylon. But, Zedekiah, the king of Judah, listen to the promise
of the LORD. This is what the LORD says about you: You will not
be killed with a sword. You will die in a peaceful way. People
made funeral fires to honor your ancestors, who ruled before
you. In the same way, people will make a funeral fire to honor
you. They will cry for you. They will sadly say, “Ah, master.” I
myself make this promise to you,’ says the LORD.”
So, Jeremiah the prophet gave the message from the LORD to
Zedekiah in Jerusalem. This was while the army of the king of
Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem. It was also fighting
against the cities of Judah that had not been taken prisoners—
Lachish and Azekah. These were the only strong, walled cities
left in the land of Judah.
A BROKEN PROMISE REGARDING SLAVES
King Zedekiah had made an agreement with all the people in
Jerusalem. He agreed to give freedom to all the Hebrew slaves.
After Zedekiah made that agreement, the LORD spoke His word
to Jeremiah. Everyone was supposed to free his Hebrew slaves.
This included all male and female Hebrew slaves. No one was
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\34 JEREMIAH 34.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 1 of 3

supposed to keep a fellow Jew as a slave. So, the officers and
all the people did accept this agreement. Everyone freed their
male and female slaves. They no longer kept them as slaves.
So, all the slaves were set free. But, after that, the people who
had slaves changed their minds. So, they took back the people
whom they had set free. And, they made them slaves again.
Then the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah: “This is what the LORD, the
God of Israel, says: I brought your ancestors out of the land of
Egypt where they were slaves. When I did that, I made a
covenant with them. I said to your ancestors: ‘At the end of
every seven years, each one of you must set his Hebrew slaves
free. You might have a fellow Hebrew who has sold himself to
you. You must let him go free after he has served you for six
years.’ But your ancestors did not listen to Me or pay any
attention. A short time ago, you changed your heart and did
what is right. Each of you gave freedom to his fellow Hebrews
who were slaves. And, you even made an agreement in My
presence. You made it in the place where I have chosen to be
worshipped. But now, you have changed your minds. You have
shown that you do not honor Me. Each of you has taken back
the male and female slaves whom you had set free. You have
forced them to become slaves again.
“So, this is what the LORD says: You have not obeyed Me. You have not
given freedom to your fellow Hebrews. Because you have not
kept the agreement, I will give freedom, says the LORD. I will
give freedom to war. And, I will give freedom to terrible
diseases and to hunger to kill you. I will cause you to be hated
by all the kingdoms of the earth. I will hand over the men who
broke My covenant. They have not kept the promises which
they made in My presence. These men cut a calf into two
pieces in my presence. And, they walked between the two
pieces. These people made the covenant in My presence—the
leaders of Judah and Jerusalem; the officers of the court; the
priests; and all the people of the land. So, I will hand those
people over to their enemies. I will hand them over to
everyone who wants to kill them. Their bodies will become
food for the birds of the air. And, they will become food for the
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wild animals of the earth. I will hand Zedekiah, the king of
Judah and his officers over to their enemies. I will hand them
over to everyone who wants to kill them. I will hand Zedekiah
and his people over to the army of the king of Babylon. I will do
this even though that army has left Jerusalem. I will give the
order, says the LORD, to bring the Babylonian army back to
Jerusalem. That army will fight against Jerusalem. They will
capture it, set it on fire, and burn it down. I will destroy the
towns in the land of Judah. And, they will become empty ruins.
No one will live there.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Lakish (v. 7) was a large 22 acre military fortress 32 miles
southwest of Jerusalem. It had to fall before Nebuchadnezzar could
take Jerusalem. In 1935 the Wellcome Archaeological Expedition
discovered 18 ostrace written in ancient Hebrew between 598-587
B.C. that describe the life during Babylon’s siege. Called The Lakish
Letters, they give credibility to the things described in Jeremiah’s
book. LORD, I believe the Bible becomes of what You have done in my

heart. Thank You for some verification found by the archaeologist’s
spade. Give me more faith to believe You in all things.

There is a small incident in this chapter that demonstrated the
evil heart of Israel. The King decided everyone should free their
slaves, which they should have done under Moses’ law (Lev. 25:3555). Apparently, this was a “veiled” attempt at repentance to gain
God’s bless. The Egyptian army attacked the Babylonians, and
temporarily, Israel felt they had won a victory. So Zedekiah and the
slave holders reneged, “They made them slaves again” (v. 11). By this,
God’s people rebelled against God’s laws. God said to the
Babylonians, “I will . . . cause them to return to this city . . . and burn it
with fire” (v. 22). LORD, forgive me if I ever tried to deceive You with

feigned repentance. Teach me to repent from the bottom of my heart.
Teach me to pray from the bottom of my heart. I desire sincerity in all
things.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE RECHABITES USED AS AN EXAMPLE OF OBEDIENCE
Jeremiah 35
When Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, was the king of Judah, the LORD
spoke His word to Jeremiah. This was His message: “Jeremiah,
go to the household of Rechab. Invite them to come to one of
the side rooms of the temple of the LORD. Offer them wine to
drink.”
So, I went to get Jaazaniah, the son of Jeremiah. Jeremiah was the son
of Habazziniah. And, I gathered all of Jaazaniah’s brothers and
sons. I gathered the whole family of the Rechabites together.
Then I brought them into the temple of the LORD. We went into
the room of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah. Hanan was a
man of God. The room was next to the one where the officers
stay. It was over the room of Maaseiah, the son of Shallum.
Maaseiah was the doorkeepers in the temple. Then I put some
bowls full of wine and some cups before the Rechabite family.
And, I said to them, “Drink some wine.”
But the Rechabite people answered, “We never drink wine. It is
because of our ancestor Jonadab, the son of Rechab. He gave
us this command: ‘You and your descendents must never drink
wine. Also, you must never build houses, plant seeds, or plant
vineyards. You must never do any of those things. You must
live only in tents. Then you will live a long time in the land
where you are a wanderer.’
“So, we Rechabites have obeyed everything that Jonadab, our
ancestor, commanded us. We never drink wine. And, our wives,
sons and daughters never drink wine. We never build houses
in which to live. And, we never own fields or vineyards. And, we
never plant crops. We have lived in tents. And, we have obeyed
everything that our ancestor Jonadab commanded us. But
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, attacked the country of
Judah. We said to each other, ‘Come, we must enter Jerusalem.
This is so that we can escape the Babylonian army and the
Aramean army.’ So, we have stayed in Jerusalem.”
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Then the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah: “This is what the LORD of
the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: Jeremiah, go and
tell the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem: ‘You should
learn a lesson and obey My message,’ says the LORD. Jonadab,
the son of Rechab, ordered his sons not to drink wine. And that
command has been obeyed. Until today, the descendents of
Jonadab obeyed their ancestor’s command. They do not drink
wine. But I am the LORD. I have given you messages again and
again. But you did not obey Me. I sent My servants, the true
prophets to you again and again, saying to you, ‘Each of you
must stop doing evil. You must change and be good. Do not
follow other gods to serve them. If you obey Me, you will live in
the land which I have given to you and your ancestors.’ But you
have not listened to My message or paid any attention. The
descendents of Jonadab obeyed the commands that their
ancestor gave them. But the people of Judah have not obeyed
Me.
“So, the LORD, the God of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
‘I said many disasters would come to Judah and on everyone
living in Jerusalem. I will soon bring every one of those
disasters on them. I spoke to those people, but they refused to
listen. I called out to them, but they did not answer Me.’”
Then Jeremiah said to the household of the Rechabites, “This is what
the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘You
have obeyed the commands of your ancestors Jonadab. You
have followed all of Jonadab’s teachings. You have done
everything that he commanded.’ So, this is what the LORD of the
armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘There will always be
a descendent of Jonadab, the son of Rechab, to serve Me.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
There will always be a godly remnant who will obey God,
separate themselves from sin, and live according to the Scriptures,
as did the Rechabites. LORD, I will be one of the godly remnant who

live for You. I will separate myself from sin and I will not compromise.
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What I learn from the Scriptures, I will live according to the
Scriptures. Be glorified in my life.

God seemed to respond to the Jews when they released their
slaves according to God’s commandment. But then the slave owners
changed their minds and put their former slaves back into bondage.

LORD, I will make promises to You and I will keep my promises. Give
me strength of character and firmness of decision to choose
righteousness. I will keep my promises to You.

When Nebuchadnezzar ravaged the countryside, the
Rechabites took refuge in Jerusalem. When offered wine, they
refused based on their obedience to God. So, God used their
faithfulness as an example to Judah. God would punish Judah for
their disobedience. LORD, while the world around me gets drunk on

alcohol, I will be sober in body and sober in soul. I will be a clean
vessel as a testimony to You of my faithfulness. I want to be filled
with Holy Spirit, I will not be filled with wine (Eph. 5:18).
God is looking for obedient followers like the Rechabites.
“Because you have obeyed the commandments . . . kept all his
precepts and done according to all that he commanded” (v. 18). LORD,

I desire to obey Your commandments inwardly and outwardly—bless
me. I desire to keep Your precepts in thought and deed—bless me. I
desire to do according to all Your principles with intent and
actions—bless me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
KING JEHOIAKIM BURNS THE SCROLL
Jeremiah 36
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah during the 4th year that
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, was the king of Judah. This was
His message: “Jeremiah, get a scroll. Write on it all the words
that I have spoken to you about Israel and Judah and all the
nations. Write everything that I have spoken to you since
Josiah was the king until now. Perhaps the household of Judah
will hear what disasters I am planning to bring upon them.
Maybe they will stop doing evil things. Then I would forgive
them for the sins and the evil things that they have done.”
So, Jeremiah called for Baruch, the son of Neriah. Jeremiah spoke the
messages which the LORD had given him. And, Baruch wrote
those messages on the scroll. Then Jeremiah said to Baruch, “I
cannot go to the temple of the LORD. I must stay here. So, I
want you to go to the temple of the LORD on a day of when the
people are fasting. Read to all the people of Judah from the
scroll. These people come into Jerusalem from the towns
where they live. Read the messages from the LORD. Read the
words that you wrote on the scroll as I spoke them to you.
Perhaps they will ask the LORD to help them. Perhaps each one
will stop doing evil things. The LORD has announced that He is
very angry with them.”
So, Baruch, the son of Neriah, did everything that Jeremiah the
prophet told him to do. He read aloud the scroll that had the
LORD’s messages written on it. He read it in the temple of the
LORD.
It was the 9th month of the 5th year that Jehoiakim the son of Josiah
was the king. A special time of fasting was announced. All the
people of Jerusalem were supposed to fast to honor the LORD.
And, everyone who had come into Jerusalem from the towns of
Judah was supposed to give up eating. At that time, Baruch
read the scroll that contained Jeremiah’s words. Baruch read
the scroll in the temple area of the LORD to all the people there.
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He was in the room of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan. Gemariah
was a royal assistant. That room was in the upper courtyard at
the entrance of the New Gate of the temple of the LORD.
A man named Micaiah, the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan,
heard all the messages from the LORD that Baruch read to
them.
Micaiah went down to the royal assistant’s room in the royal palace.
All of the officers were sitting there: Elishama, the royal
assistant; Delaiah the son of Shemaiah; Elnathan, the son of
Achor; Gemariah, the son of Shaphan; Zedekiah, the son of
Hananiah; and all the other officers. Micaiah told those
officers everything that he had heard Baruch read from the
scroll.
Then the officers sent a man named Jehudi the son of Nethaniah to
Baruch. Nethaniah was the son of Shelemiah; he was the son of
Cushi. Jehudi said to Baruch, “Bring the scroll that you read to
the people and come with me.”
So, Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll and went with Jehudi to
the officers. Then the officers said to Baruch, “Sit down and
read the scroll to us.”
So, Baruch read the scroll to them. When the officers heard all the
words, they became afraid. And they looked at one another.
They said to Baruch, “We must surely tell the king about these
words.” Then the officers asked Baruch, “Tell us, Baruch, where
did you get these words that you wrote on the scroll? Did you
write down what Jeremiah said to you?”
“Yes,” Baruch answered. “Jeremiah spoke, and I wrote down all the
words with ink on this scroll.”
Then the officers said to Baruch, “You and Jeremiah must go and hide.
Don’t tell anyone where you are hiding.”
Then the officers put the scroll in the room of Elishama, the royal
assistant. Then they went to the king in the courtyard and told
him all about the scroll. So, King Jehoiakim sent Jehudi to get
the scroll. Jehudi brought the scroll from the room of Elishama,
the royal assistant. Then Jehudi read the scroll to the king.
And, he read it to all the officers who stood around the king.
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This happened in the 9th month of the year. So, King Jehoiakim was
sitting in the winter apartment. There was a fire burning in a
small fire-pot in front of him. Jehudi began to read from the
scroll. However, after he had read 3 or 4 columns, the king cut
those columns off of the scroll with a pen knife. And, he threw
them into the fire-pot. Finally, the whole scroll was burned in
the fire.
King Jehoiakim and his servants heard the message from the scroll,
but they were not scared. They did not tear their clothes to
show their sorrow. Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah tried to
talk King Jehoiakim into not burning the scroll, but the king
would not listen to them. Instead, the king ordered some men
to arrest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. Those
men were Jerahmeel the son of the king, Seraiah the son of
Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel. However, the LORD had
hidden Baruch and Jeremiah well.
THE SCROLL IS RE-WRITTEN
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah. This happened after King
Jehoiakim had burned the scroll. This was the scroll where
Baruch had written all the words that Jeremiah had spoken to
him. The LORD said: “Jeremiah, get another scroll. Write all the
words on it that were on the first scroll. (That was the scroll
that Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, burned up.) Also, say this to
Jehoiakim, the king of Judah: ‘This is what the LORD says: You
burned up that scroll. You said, “Why did Jeremiah write that
the king of Babylon will come and destroy this land? Why did
he say that the king of Babylon will destroy both men and
animals in it?” So, the LORD says this about Jehoiakim, the king
of Judah: Jehoiakim’s descendants will not sit on David’s
throne. When Jehoiakim dies, his body will be thrown out on
the ground. It will be left out in the heat of the day. And, it will
also be left in the cold frost of the night. I, the LORD, will punish
Jehoiakim and his children. And, I will punish his servants. I
will do this, because they have done evil things. I have
promised to bring disasters upon them. And, I will bring them
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upon all the people in Jerusalem and Judah, just as I promised.
This is because they have not listened to Me.’”
So, Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch. As Jeremiah
spoke, Baruch wrote on the scroll. He wrote the same words
that were on the scroll which Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, had
burned in the fire. And, many other words like those words
were added to the second scroll.
MY TIME TO PRAY
What a terrible thing to reject God’s Word, cut it to pieces, then
burn it in fire. No wonder King Jehoiakim was punished. He was firm
against God but a weak leader in battle and a weak leader among his
cabinet. LORD, I love Your Word, I will defend Your Word, and I will

oppose those who reject the Scriptures. There are some who don’t
actually cut up Bibles, nor do they burn Bibles; but their criticism of
Scripture is just as bad. I will oppose them with all my ability.

Many have denied the Bible, and many teach there are
mistakes in the Bible. Others have attacked the Bible with no results.
The Bible has bigger sales than any other time in history. The Bible is
read by more people than ever, and more people accept it as the
accurate authority of God. The Word of God will continue forever!
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH IS SENT TO PRISON
Jeremiah 37
Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon. He appointed Zedekiah the
son of Josiah as the king of Judah. Zedekiah took the place of
Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim. But Zedekiah, his servants,
and the people of Judah did not listen to the words of the LORD.
The LORD had spoken His words through Jeremiah the prophet.
Now King Zedekiah sent Jehucal and Zephaniah with a message to
Jeremiah the prophet. (Jehucal was the son of Shelemiah.)
And Zephaniah the priest was the son of Maaseiah. This was
the message: “Jeremiah, pray for us to the LORD, our God.” (At
that time, Jeremiah had not yet been put into prison. So, he was
free to go anywhere he wanted.) The army of the king of Egypt
had marched from Egypt toward Judah. Now, the Babylonian
army had surrounded the city of Jerusalem, so that they could
attack it. Then they had heard about the Egyptian army
marching toward them. So, the Babylonian army left Jerusalem
to fight the Egyptian army.
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah the prophet: “This is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: Jehucal and Zephaniah, I know
Zedekiah, the king of Judah, sent you to ask Me questions. Tell
this to King Zedekiah: ‘The army of the king of Egypt has
marched out of Egypt. They have come here to help you against
the Babylonian army, but that army will go back to Egypt. After
that, the Babylonian army will come back here. And, they will
attack Jerusalem. Then the Babylonian army will capture
Jerusalem and burn it.’
“This is what the LORD says: O people of Jerusalem, do not fool
yourselves. Do not say to yourselves: ‘The Babylonian army will
surely leave us alone.’ They will not. You might defeat all of the
Babylonian army that is attacking you. But there would still be
a few injured men left in their tents. Even those injured men
would come from their tents and burn down Jerusalem.” So,
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the Babylonian army left Jerusalem. They left to fight the army
of the king of Egypt.
Now, Jeremiah wanted to travel from Jerusalem to his home in the
land of Benjamin. He was going there to get his share of the
property that belonged to his family. Jeremiah got to the
Benjamin Gate of Jerusalem. But then, the captain in charge of
the guards arrested him. The captain’s name was Irijah, the
son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah. So, Irijah the captain
arrested Jeremiah. Irijah said, “You are leaving us to join the
Babylonian side.”
Jeremiah said to Irijah, “That is not true. I am not leaving to join the
Babylonians.” But Irijah refused to listen to Jeremiah. So, he
arrested Jeremiah and took him to the officers of Jerusalem.
Those rulers were very angry with Jeremiah. They gave an
order for him to be beaten. Then they put him in prison in the
house of Jonathan, the royal assistant. (Jonathan’s house had
been made into a prison.) So, those people put Jeremiah into a
cell in a dungeon. And Jeremiah was there for a long time.
Then King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah and had him brought to the
palace. Zedekiah talked to Jeremiah in private. He asked
Jeremiah, “Is there any message from the LORD?”
Jeremiah answered, “Yes, there is a message from the LORD.
Zedekiah, you will be handed over to the king of Babylon.” Then
Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “What crime have I done
against you? What crime have I done to your officers or the
people of Jerusalem? Why have you thrown me into prison?
Where are you so-called ‘prophets’ now? Those ‘prophets’
prophesied this message to you: ‘The king of Babylon will not
attack you or this land of Judah.’ But now, O my master, the king
of Judah, please listen to me. Please do what I ask of you. Do
not send me back to the house of Jonathan, the royal assistant.
If you do, then I will die there.”
So, King Zedekiah gave orders for Jeremiah to be put under guard in
the courtyard. And, he ordered that Jeremiah be given bread
from the street of the bakers. Jeremiah was to be given bread
until there was no more bread in the city. So, he stayed under
guard in the courtyard.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
There is a time to be a martyr, and there is a time to avoid
martyrdom. Some have died for the Lord, such as Zacharias (Matt.
23:25) and Antipas (Rev. 2:13). On this occasion Jeremiah begged the
king not to let him die (Jer. 37:18-20). On another occasion Jesus said,
“You will be hated by all for My name’s sake . . . when they persecute
you in this city, flee to another” (Matt. 10:22-23). Lord, if I’m privileged

to die for You, be glorified in the hour of my death. If I should run
away from my persecution, guide my flight, and hide me from my
enemies. May I die well.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH IS RESCUED FROM THE DUNGEON
Jeremiah 38
Some of the officers heard what Jeremiah was prophesying. They
were Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son of
Pashhur, Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of
Malkijah. Jeremiah was telling all the people this message:
“This is what the LORD says: ‘Everyone who stays inside
Jerusalem will die in war. Or, he will die of hunger or terrible
diseases. But anyone who surrenders to the Babylonian army
will live. They will escape with their lives and live.’ And this is
what the LORD says: ‘This city of Jerusalem will surely be
handed over to the army of the king of Babylon. He will capture
this city.’”
Then the officers said to the king, “Jeremiah must be put to death. He
is discouraging the soldiers who are still in the city. He is
discouraging everyone by the things that he is saying. He does
not want good to happen to us. He wants to ruin the people of
Jerusalem.”
King Zedekiah said to them, “Jeremiah is in your control. I cannot do
anything to stop you.”
So, the officers took Jeremiah and put him into the well of Malkijah,
the king’s son. That well was in the courtyard of the guards.
The officers used ropes to lower Jeremiah into the well. It did
not have any water in it, only mud. And, Jeremiah sank down
into the mud.
But Ebed-Melech heard that the officers had put Jeremiah into the
well. Ebed-Melech was a Cushite, and he was a eunuch in the
royal palace. King Zedekiah was sitting at the Benjamin Gate.
So, Ebed-Melech left the palace and went to the king. EbedMelech said, “O my master and king, the officers have acted in
an evil way. They have treated Jeremiah the prophet badly.
They have thrown him into a well. They have left him there to
die. When there is no more bread in the city, he will starve.”
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Then King Zedekiah commanded Ebed-Melech the Cushite: “EbedMelech, take 30 men from the palace with you. Go and lift up
Jeremiah the prophet out of the well before he dies.”
So, Ebed-Melech took the men with him. And, he went to a room under
the storeroom in the palace. He took some old rags and wornout clothes from that room. Then he let those rags down with
some ropes to Jeremiah in the well. Ebed-Melech the Cushite
said to Jeremiah, “Put these old rags and worn-out clothes
under your arms. They will be pads for the ropes.” So, Jeremiah
did as Ebed-Melech said. The men pulled Jeremiah up with the
ropes and lifted him up out of the well. And, Jeremiah stayed
under guard in the courtyard again.
KING ZEDEKIAH SEEKS ADVICE FROM JEREMIAH
Then King Zedekiah sent someone to get Jeremiah the prophet and
had Jeremiah brought to the 3rd entrance to the temple of the
LORD. Then the king said to Jeremiah, “I am going to ask you
something. Do not hide anything from me. Tell me everything
honestly.”
Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I give you an answer, then you will
probably kill me. And, even if I give you advice, you will not
listen to me.”
But King Zedekiah made a secret promise to Jeremiah, “As surely as
the LORD lives, who has given us breath and life, I will not kill
you. And, I promise not to give you to the officers who want to
kill you.”
Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “This is what the LORD, the God of the
armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘You must surrender
to the officers of the king of Babylon. Then your life will be
saved. And, Jerusalem will not be burned down. And you and
your household will live. You must not refuse surrender to the
officers of the king of Babylon. If you do, then Jerusalem will be
given to the Babylonian army. They will burn Jerusalem down.
And, you will not escape from them.’”
Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “But I’m afraid of some of the
Jews. They have already gone over to the side of the
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Babylonian army. I’m afraid the Babylonians may hand me over
to them. And, they will treat me badly.”
But Jeremiah answered, “The Babylonians will not hand you over to
the Jews. Obey the LORD by doing what I tell you. Then things
will go well for you, and your life will be spared. However, if you
refused to surrender to the Babylonians, the LORD has shown
me what will happen. All the women who still remain in the
palace of the king of Judah will be brought out. They will be
taken to the important officers of the king of Babylon. Your
women will make fun of you with this song:
‘Your good friends led you the wrong way and were stronger than you;
Those were friends that you trusted.
Your feet are stuck in the mud;
Your friends have left you.’
“All your wives and children will be brought out. They will be given to
the Babylonian army. You yourself will not even escape from
them. You will be taken prisoner by the king of Babylon. And,
Jerusalem will be burned down.”
Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Don’t tell anyone that I have been
talking to you. If you do, then you will die. Those officers might
find out that I talked to you. Then they will come to you and say,
‘Tell us what you said to King Zedekiah. Now, tell us what King
Zedekiah said to you. Don’t keep any secrets from us. If you
don’t tell us everything, then we will kill you.’ If they ask you,
tell them this: ‘I was begging the king not to send me back to
Jonathan’s house to die.’”
The officers did come to question Jeremiah. So, he told them
everything the king had ordered him to say. Then the officers
said no more to Jeremiah. This was because no one had heard
everything that Jeremiah and the king had discussed. So,
Jeremiah stayed under guard in the courtyard until the day that
Jerusalem was captured.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God has His servants who suffer, and God has His servants who
help those suffering. Because Jeremiah predicted the fall of
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Jerusalem, the leader accused Jeremiah, “He weakens the hands of
the men of war” (v. 4). So they cast Jeremiah into a cistern (a place
where water was stored). But Jeremiah sunk in the mud for there was
no water. He would have died, but Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian went to
the king to get Jeremiah freed. He asked the privilege of releasing
Jeremiah, “Before he died.” LORD, thank You for Jeremiah’s

willingness to suffer, I am also willing to suffer for You. LORD, thank
You for Ebed-Melech who delivered him, let me be one who delivers
those who are suffering. Whether I suffer or I am in good health, I will
serve You with worship and praise.
King Zedekiah calls Jeremiah one last time (v. 14 ff). The
message is the same. LORD, I know Your promises never change, and

they always come true. I trust Your Word.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM FALLS
Jeremiah 39
This is how Jerusalem was captured: Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. He
surrounded the city to attack it. This was during the 10th month
of the 9th year that Zedekiah was the king of Judah. This lasted
until the 9th day of the 4th month in Zedekiah’s 11th year. Then the
city wall was broken through. And, all the officers of the king of
Babylon came into Jerusalem. They sat down at the Middle
Gate. They were Nergal-Sharezer of the district of Samgar;
Nebo-Sarkim, a chief officers; Nergal-Sharezer, an important
leader; and all the other important officers.
When Zedekiah the king of Judah and all his soldiers saw them, they
ran away. They left Jerusalem at night and went out from the
King’s Garden. They went through the gate that was between
the two walls. Then they headed toward the Jordan Valley. But
the Babylonian army chased them. They caught up with
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. They captured him and took
him to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar
was at Riblah in the land of Hamath. There Nebuchadnezzar
passed his sentence on Zedekiah. There at Riblah, the king of
Babylon killed Zedekiah’s sons as Zedekiah watched. Also,
Nebuchadnezzar killed all the important officers of Judah, as
Zedekiah watched. Then Nebuchadnezzar put out Zedekiah’s
eyes. He put bronze chains on Zedekiah and took him away to
Babylon.
The Babylonians set fire to the royal palace. And they set fire to the
houses of the people of Jerusalem. And, they broke down the
walls around Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan was the commander of
the king’s special guards. He took the people who were left in
Jerusalem as captives. He also took those captives who had
surrendered to him earlier. And, he took the rest of the people
of Jerusalem. He carried them all away to Babylon.
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But Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guard, left some of the poor
people of Judah behind. They were the people who owned
nothing. So, on that day, he gave them vineyards and fields.
Nebuchadnezzar had given these orders about Jeremiah through
Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guard: “Find Jeremiah and
take care of him. Do not hurt him. Give him whatever he asks
for.” So, these men sent for Jeremiah: Nebuzaradan, the
commander of the guard; Nebushazban, a chief officer; NergalSharezer, an important leader, and all the other officers of the
king of Babylon. They had Jeremiah taken out of the courtyard
of the guard. They turned him over to Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan. Gedaliah had orders to take
Jeremiah back home. So, they took him home, and he stayed
among his own people.
While Jeremiah was guarded in the courtyard, the LORD spoke His
word to him: “Jeremiah, go and tell Ebed-Melech the Cushite
this message: ‘This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven,
the God of Israel, says: Very soon I will make My words about
Jerusalem come true. They will come true through disaster,
not through good times. You will see everything come true
with your own eyes. Nevertheless, I will save you on that day, O
Ebed-Melech, says the LORD. You will not be handed over to the
people whom you fear. I will surely save you, Ebed-Melech,
says the LORD. You will not fall by the sword. Instead, you will
escape with your life, because you have trusted in Me,’ says the
LORD.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
It looks like 6 Babylonian officials were in charge of Jerusalem.
However, a clay prism was found listing 3 officials Nergal-Sharezer,
with the title Samgar-Nebo (unknown meaning) Sarsekim with the
title Rabsaris (chief of eunuchs) and Nergal-Sharezer with the title
Rabmaq (unknown meaning). LORD, I love it when the accuracy of

Your Word is demonstrated by history. I pray with confidence
because Your Word is verified. I pray with assurance because I have
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experienced Your presence. I pray with certainty because I’ve seen
Your power work in my life.

God did not forget His promise to deliver Jeremiah (1:8). So,
Nebuchadnezzar gave orders, “Take him, look well to him, and do him
no harm” (v. 12, KJV). LORD, I know You will protect me until I’ve

finished Your task for me on earth. When it’s done, receive my soul,
LORD Jesus.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH IS FREED
Jeremiah 40
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah after Nebuzaradan, the
commander of the guards, had set Jeremiah free at the city of
Ramah. He had found Jeremiah in Ramah bound in chains. He
was with all the captives from Jerusalem and Judah. They were
being taken away to Babylon. When Nebuzaradan the
commander said to him, “The LORD your God announced this
disaster would come to this place. And now, the LORD has done
everything that He said He would do. This disaster happened
because the people of Judah sinned against the LORD. You
people did not obey the LORD. But now, I will set you free. I am
taking the chains off your wrists. If you want to, then come with
me to Babylon. And I will take good care of you. But if you don’t
want to come, then don’t. Look, the whole country is open to
you.”
Before Jeremiah turned to leave, Nebuzaradan said, “Or, go back to
Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan. The king of
Babylon has chosen Gedaliah to be governor over the towns of
Judah. Go and live with Gedaliah among the people. Or, go
anywhere you want.”
Then Nebuzaradan gave Jeremiah some food and a present and let
him go. So, Jeremiah went to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, at
Mizpah. And Jeremiah stayed with him there. He lived among
the people who were left behind in Judah.
There were some officers and their men from the army of Judah.
These men were still out in the open country. They heard that
the king of Babylon had put Gedaliah the son of Ahikam in
charge. He was put in charge of the people who were left in the
land—the men, the women and the children who were very
poor. They were the ones who were not carried off to Babylon
as captives. So, these soldiers came to Gedaliah at Mizpah.
They were Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and
Jonathan the sons of Kareah. Also, Seraiah the son of
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Tanhumeth and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite came. And,
Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite and their men came.
Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, made a promise to
them, “Don’t be afraid to serve the Babylonians. Live in the land
and serve the king of Babylon. Then everything will go well for
you. I myself will live in Mizpah. I will speak for you in front of
the Babylonians who come here. You harvest the wine, the
summer fruit, and the oil. Put what you harvest in your storage
jars. Live in the towns that you control.”
Some Jews were in Moab, in Ammon, in Edom and in other countries.
They heard that the king of Babylon had left a few Jews alive in
the land. And, they heard that the king of Babylon had chosen
Gedaliah as governor over them. Gedaliah was the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan. When the people of Judah heard
this news, they came back to Judah. They came back to
Gedaliah at Mizpah. They came from all the countries where
they had been scattered. They gathered a large harvest of
wine and summer fruit.
GEDALIAH IS MURDERED
Johanan, the son of Kareah, came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. All the army
officers of Judah who were still in the open country also came.
Johanan and the officers who were with him said to Gedaliah,
“Don’t you know that Baali, the king of the Ammonite people,
wants you to be dead? He has sent Ishmael, the son of
Nethaniah, to kill you.” But Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, did not
believe them. Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke to
Gedaliah in private at Mizpah, “Let me go and kill Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah. No one will know anything about it. We
should not allow Ishmael to kill you. All the Jews who are
gathered around you would be scattered to different countries
again. Then the few people of Judah who are left alive would be
lost.”
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan, the son of Kareah,
“Do not kill Ishmael. The things you are saying about Ishmael
are not true.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah was released from prison and freed by order of
Nebuchadnezzar. But when the deporters were rounded up in Ramah,
Jeremiah was caught up in the crowd and chained. When the captain
realized Jeremiah was in shackles (vs. 2-3), he announced, “I loose
thee this day from the chains which were upon thy hand” (v. 4, KJV).

LORD, thank You for honoring the promise made to Jeremiah, thank
You for working through the memory of the captain of the guard.
LORD, work through my memory so I always do the things I promise.
Work through the memory of others so they will perform the things
You want me to experience or have. Thank You for our recessivememory where secrets of yesteryears are stored. When I need facts
hidden away in my mind, bring them to remembrance.
Jonathan, one of Israel’s guerilla leaders went to Gedaliah to
warn him of a plot by Ishmael to assassinate him. Gedaliah didn’t
believe it and wouldn’t let Jonathan help him. So Gedaliah was
assassinated. LORD, give me wisdom to understand the truth in

rumors brought to me. Give me wisdom to act properly, as You would
have me respond to “reported” dangers. Protect me when I can’t
protect myself.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 41 (continued)
In the 7th month, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah came to Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam. Ishmael came with 10 of his men to Mizpah.
Now Ishmael was a member of the king’s family. He had been
one of the officers of the king of Judah. Ishmael and his men
ate a meal with Gedaliah at Mizpah. While they were eating
together, Ishmael and his 10 men got up and killed Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam with a sword. Ishmael killed all the Jews
with Gedaliah at Mizpah, too. He also killed the Babylonian
soldiers who were there with Gedaliah. The day after Gedaliah
was assassinated, 80 men came to Mizpah. They were bringing
food-offerings and incense to the temple of the LORD. Those 80
men had shaved off their beards, torn their clothes, and cut
themselves. They came from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from
Samaria. None of them knew that Gedaliah had been
assassinated. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from
Mizpah to meet them, crying as he walked. When he met them,
he said, “Come with me to meet Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.”
So, they went into Mizpah. Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and his
men killed 70 of them. They threw the corpses into a deep well.
But the 10 men who were left alive said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill
us. We have wheat and barley. And, we have oil and honey. We
have hidden these things in a field.” So, Ishmael let those 10
men alone. He did not kill them with the others.
Now, the well where he had thrown the corpses had been made by
King Asa. Asa had made the well as part of his defense against
Baasha king of Israel. But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah put
corpses in it until it was full.
Ishmael captured all the other people in Mizpah. He captured the
king’s daughters and all the other people who were left there.
They were the people whom Nebuzaradan the commander of
the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to take
care of. So, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah captured those
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people. And, he started to cross over to the country of the
Ammonites.
Johanan the son of Kareah heard about all the evil things that
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done. All the army officers
with him heard it, too. So, Johanan and the army officers took
their men and went to fight Ishmael the son of Nethaniah. They
caught him near the big pool of water at Gibeon. The captives
whom Ishmael had taken saw Johanan and the army officers,
and they became very happy. Then all the people whom
Ishmael had taken captive ran to Johanan the son of Kereah.
But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and 8 of his men escaped from
Johanan. And, they ran away to the Ammonites.
So, Johanan the son of Kareah and all his army officers saved the
captives. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had murdered
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Then he had taken those people
from Mizpah. Among those left alive were soldiers, women,
children, and court officers. Johanan brought them back from
the town of Gibeon.
Johanan and the other army officers were afraid of the Babylonians.
The king of Babylon had chosen Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to
be governor of Judah. But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had
assassinated Gedaliah. So, Johanan was afraid that the
Babylonians would be angry. They decided to run away to
Egypt. On the way, they stayed at Geruth-Kimham, near the
town of Bethlehem.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
The assassination came in October, i.e., on the Day of
Atonement, or the Feast of Tabernacles. Ishmael had royal blood
running through his veins, so maybe he was avenging the injustice
done to his relative Zedekiah. But his treacherous acts don’t justify
killing 70 pilgrims. LORD, many have wrongly thought they served You

with blinded zeal. Deliver me from foolish zeal, may I serve you with
eyes wide open to obey the Word of God exactly. Give me wisdom and
common sense to do all things wisely in Your name.
Hospitality was sacred in Bible cultures; therefore Ishmael
violated the laws of hospitality. Ishmael’s warped patriotism caused
him to break God’s law, commit murder, and leave God’s remnant
without wise leadership. As a result, the remnant went to Egypt, and
eventually disappeared. LORD, help me see the ramification of all the

things I do. Help me make good choices in life and keep me from
doing stupid things that hurt Your work. I want to do right, and do
those things that bless Your work.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH PRAYS TO GOD FOR THE PEOPLE
Jeremiah 42
While there, Johanan the son of Kareah and Jezaniah the son of
Hoshaiah went to Jeremiah the prophet. All the army officers
went with Johanan and Jezaniah. All the people, from the least
important to the most important, all went along, too. They said
to him, “Jeremiah, please listen to what we ask. Pray to the
LORD, your God. Pray for all the people who are still left alive
from the family of Judah. At one time, there were many of us.
You can see that there are only a few of us now. So, pray that
the LORD, your God, will tell you where we should go. And, pray
that He will tell us what we should do.”
Then Jeremiah the prophet answered, “I understand what you want
me to do. I will pray to the LORD, your God, as you have asked. I
will tell you everything He says; I will not hide anything from
you.”
Then the people said to Jeremiah, “We will do everything the LORD,
your God, tells us. If we don’t, then may the LORD be a true and
loyal Witness against us. We know He will send you to tell us
what to do. It doesn’t matter if we like the message or not. We
will obey the LORD, our God. We are sending you to the LORD for
a message from Him. We will obey whatever He says. Then
good things will happen to us.”
GOD ANSWERS THE PRAYER
Ten days later, the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah. Then Jeremiah
called for Johanan the son of Kareah and the army officers who
were with him. Jeremiah also called all the other people, from
the least important to the most important. Then Jeremiah said
to them, “You sent me to ask the LORD for what you wanted.
This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you will stay in
Judah, then I will make you strong. I will not destroy you. I will
plant you, and I will not pull you up. This is because I am sad
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about the disaster that I have brought upon you. Now you are
afraid of the king of Babylon. But don’t be afraid of him. Do not
be afraid of the king of Babylon,’ says the LORD. ‘I am with you. I
will save you. I will rescue you from his power. I will be kind to
you. And, the king of Babylon will also treat you with mercy. He
will bring you back to your land.’
“But you might say, ‘We will not stay in Judah.’ If you say that, then you
will disobey the LORD, your God. Or, you might say, ‘Now, we will
go and live in Egypt. We will not be bothered with war there.
We will not hear the trumpets of war. And, in Egypt we will not
be hungry.’ If you say that, then listen to the message of the
LORD. It is to you who are still left alive from Judah. This is what
the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you
make up your mind to go and live in Egypt, then these things
will happen: You are afraid of war, but it will defeat you in the
land of Egypt. And, you are worried about hunger, but you will
die there. Everyone who goes to live in Egypt will die in war. Or,
he will die from hunger or terrible disease. No one who goes to
Egypt will live. No one will escape the terrible thing that I will
bring to them.’
“This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
‘I showed My anger against Jerusalem. I punished the people
who lived in Jerusalem. In the same way, I will show My anger
against you when you go to Egypt. Other nations will speak evil
of you. People will be shocked by what has happened to you.
You will become a curse word. People will insult you. And, you
will never see Judah again.’
“You who are still left alive in Judah, the LORD has told you, ‘Don’t go to
Egypt.’ I warn you today. You are making a mistake that will
cost you your lives. You sent me to the LORD, your God. You
said to me, ‘Pray for us to the LORD, our God. Tell us everything
that the LORD says, and we will do it.’ So, today I have told you
the message from the LORD. But you have not obeyed the LORD,
your God. You have not done all that He sent me to tell you to
do. So now, be sure that you understand this: You want to go to
live in Egypt. However, you will die by war, by hunger, or by
some terrible diseases.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
The people came to Jeremiah asking, “Pray to the LORD your
God” (v. 4, NKJV) and they promised, “We will obey the voice of the
LORD our God” (v. 6, NKJV). Notice this principle about prayer. God
doesn’t answer immediately. “And it happened after ten days that the
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah” (v. 7, NKJV). God doesn’t always
answer immediately, perhaps God wants to see our sincerity. LORD,

teach me patience in prayer. When You don’t answer immediately,
give me patience to wait for Your answer, and give me faith to
continue to trust You for answers.

The LORD told the people, “If you will still remain in this land, . . .
I will show you mercy” (vs. 10-12, NKJV). Even though the people
promised to obey God, “All the people would not obey the voice of the
LORD, to remain in the land of Judah” (43:4, NKJV). Isn’t that one of our
problems why God doesn’t answer our prayers? God knows we won’t
do what we promise Him. LORD, forgive me when I did not do what You

told me to do. Forgive me for the times I promised to do Your will, but I
didn’t do what I promised. Now I understand why You haven’t always
answered my prayers, because You know what would happen in the
future. You know my deceitful heart. Forgive me and make me strong
to obey.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PEOPLE DO NOT LISTEN TO JEREMIAH
Jeremiah 43
So, Jeremiah finished telling the people the message that was from
the LORD, their God. He told them everything that the LORD, their
God, had sent him to tell them.
Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Johanan the son of Kareah, and some
other men were too proud. They said to Jeremiah, “Jeremiah,
you are lying. The LORD, our God, did not send you to say: ‘You
must not go to Egypt to live there.’
“Baruch, the son of Neriah, is causing you to be against us. He wants
you to hand us over to the Babylonians. Then they will kill us.
Or, they will capture us and take us away to Babylon.”
So, Johanan, the army officers, and all the people disobeyed the
LORD’s command to stay in Judah. Johanan the son of Kareah
and the army officers took those who were left alive from Judah
to Egypt. These were the people who had run away from the
Babylonians to other countries. But they had come back to
Judah. Now, Johanan and the army officers took the men, the
women, and the children. Among those people were the king’s
daughters. And they led them off to Egypt. Nebuzaradan, the
commander of the guard, had put Gedaliah in charge of those
people. Johanan also took Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch
the son of Neriah.
These people did not listen to the LORD. So they all went to Egypt to
the town of Tahpanhes. It was located in the eastern delta of
Egypt.
In Tahpanhes, the LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah: “Take some large
stones, bury them in the clay in the brick pavement, in front of
the king of Egypt’s palace in Tahpanhes. Do this while the Jews
are watching you. Then say to them: ‘This is what the LORD of
the armies of heaven, the God of Israel says: “I will send for My
servant, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. And, I will set his
throne over these stones which I have buried. He will spread
his covering for shade above these stones. He will come here
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\43 JEREMIAH 43.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 1 of 2

and attack Egypt. He will bring death to those who are
supposed to die. He will make prisoners of those who are to be
taken captive. And, he will bring war to those who are to be
killed with a sword. Nebuchadnezzar will set fire to the
temples of the gods of Egypt. He will burn those temples. And,
he will take the idols away. Just as a shepherd wraps himself
in his clothes, in the same way Nebuchadnezzar will wrap Egypt
around him. Then he will safely leave Egypt. He will destroy the
stone pillars in the temple of the sun god in Egypt. And, he will
burn down the temples of the gods of Egypt.”’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
There is a graphic lesson in this chapter on obeying the Word
of God. God had previously told Jeremiah and the people, “Do not go
to Egypt” (42:19, NKJV). If they stayed in Judah, God promised, “Do not
be afraid of the King of Babylon . . . for I . . . will deliver you from his
hand” (42:11, NKJV). But, “They went to the land of Egypt” (43:7, NKJV).

LORD, teach me to obey You exactly, and to obey You quickly.
God instructed Jeremiah to do another symbolic action.

Jeremiah buried large stones in the pavement of Pharaoh’s
headquarters at Tahpanhes in the sight of the people of Judah. Then
Jeremiah announced Nebuchadnezzar would set his throne on those
stones. A fragmentary inscription in the British Museum records
Nebuchadnezzar actually invading Egypt in 568 B.C., killing many
Jews and taking others to Babylon. LORD, teach me to listen carefully

to Your commands, and give me insight to know Your will. Then give
me strength to obey You. Now I know that You punish disobedience,
because You punished Jewish disobedience in Egypt, and You’ve
punished disobedience in my life. Help me understand the bitter
consequences of disobedience, and always obey You totally.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS TO THE JEWS IN EGYPT
Jeremiah 44
Jeremiah received another Message from the LORD. It was for all the
Jews who were living in Egypt, in Migdol, Tahpanhes, Memphis,
and southern Egypt. This was the message: “The LORD of the
armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘You saw the terrible
things that I brought upon Jerusalem and the towns of Judah.
Those towns are empty ruins today. And, it is because the
people who lived there did evil. Those people burned incense
to other gods. And that made Me mad. Your people and your
ancestors did not worship those gods before. I sent My true
prophets to them again and again. Those prophets were My
servants. They spoke My message and said to the people:
‘Don’t do this terrible thing. The LORD hates for you to worship
other gods.’ However, they did not listen to the prophets. They
didn’t pay any attention. They wouldn’t stop doing evil things.
They didn’t stop burning incense to other gods. So, I showed
My anger against them. I punished the towns of Judah and the
streets of Jerusalem. My anger caused Jerusalem and the
towns of Judah to be empty. They are just ruins and piles of
stones today.’
“So, the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: ‘Why are
you doing such great harm to yourselves by continuing to
worship other gods? You are cutting off the men and the
women, the children and the babies from the family of Judah.
So, you leave yourselves without anyone from the family of
Judah. Why do you want to make Me mad by making idols?
Why do you burn incense to the gods of Egypt, where you have
come to live? You will destroy yourselves. Other nations will
speak evil of you. And, all the other nations on the earth will
make fun of you. Have you forgotten about the evil things that
your ancestors did? And, have you forgotten the evil things
that the kings and queens of Judah did? Have you forgotten
about the evil things that you and your wives did? They did
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these things in Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. Even to
this day, the people of Judah are still too proud. They have not
learned to revere Me. And, they have not followed My
teachings. They have not obeyed the laws which I gave you
and your ancestors.’
“So, this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel,
says: ‘I am determined to bring disasters upon you. I will
destroy the whole family of Judah. There were a few left alive
from Judah. They were determined to go to Egypt and settle
there, but they will all die in Egypt. They will be killed in war or
die from hunger. From the least important ones to the
important ones, they will be killed in war or die from hunger.
Other nations will speak evil about them. People will be
shocked by what has happened to them. They will become a
curse word. People will insult them. I will punish those people
who have gone to live in Egypt. I will use swords, hunger, and
some terrible diseases to punish them. I will punish them, just
as I punished Jerusalem.
“‘Of the people of Judah who were left alive and have gone to Egypt,
none will escape My punishment. They want to return to Judah
and live there, but none of them will live to return to Judah.
None of them will return to Judah, except a few people who
escape.’”
A large group of the people of Judah who lived in southern Egypt were
meeting together. Among them were many women of Judah
who lived in Egypt. They were burning incense to other gods,
and their husbands knew it. All these people said to Jeremiah,
“We will not listen to the message from the LORD that you
spoke to us. We promised to make sacrifices to the Queen
Goddess. And, we will do everything we promised. We will
burn incense and pour out drink-offerings to worship to her.
We did that in the past, and our ancestors, kings and officers
did that in the past. All of us did those things in the towns of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. At that time, we had
plenty of food. We were successful. Nothing had happened to
us. But then we stopped making sacrifices to the Queen
Goddess. And we stopped pouring drink-offerings to her.
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Since then we have had nothing but problems. Our people
have been killed in war and by hunger.”
The women said, “Our husbands knew what we were doing. We had
their permission to burn incense to the Queen Goddess. We
had their permission to pour out drink-offerings to her. Our
husbands knew that we were making cakes that looked like
her and that we poured out drink-offerings to her.”
Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people—men and women—who
answered him, “The LORD remembered that you burned
incense. You burned it in the towns of Judah and in the streets
of Jerusalem. You and your ancestors, the kings, and the
officers did that. And the people of the land did that. The LORD
remembered and thought about it. Then He could not be
patient with you any longer. He hated the terrible things that
you did. So, He made your country and empty desert. No one
lives there now. Other people curse that country. All this
happened because you burned incense to other gods. You
sinned against the LORD. You did not obey Him. You did not
follow His teachings or the laws that He gave you. You did not
keep your part of the covenant. This disaster has happened. It
is there for you to see.”
Then Jeremiah spoke to all those men, and to the women, too. He
said, “O people of Judah who are now in Egypt, listen to the word
of the LORD: the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel,
says: ‘You women did what you said you would do. You said,
“We will keep the promises we made. We promised to make
sacrifices to the Queen Goddess. And, we promised to pour out
drink-offerings to her.” So, go ahead. Do the things that you
promised you would do. Keep your promises. But, hear the
word of the LORD. Listen, all you Jews living in Egypt. The LORD
says, “I use My great Name and make this promise: The people
of Judah now living in Egypt will never again use My Name to
make promises. They will never again say, ‘As surely as the
LORD God lives . . .’ I am watching over them. I am not watching
over them to take care of them, but to hurt them. The Jews who
live in Egypt will die from swords or from hunger, until they are
destroyed. Some people will escape being killed by the sword.
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They will come back to the land of Egypt. But there will only be
a very few who escape. Then, of the people of Judah who came
to live in the land of Egypt, those who are left alive will know.
They will know whether My word or their word came true. This
will be the sign to you,” says the LORD, “that I will punish you in
this place, so that you may know that My threats of harm
against you will surely stand. This is what the LORD says:
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, has enemies who want to kill him. I will
hand over King Hophra to his enemies. I will do this just as I
handed Zedekiah, the king of Judah, over to Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar wanted to kill Zedekiah.”’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God had destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple because of the
people’s idolatry. Yet theirs is an example of the blindness and
rebellion in this chapter. The revival under Josiah had forbidden all
idols and pagan worship. But now in Egypt the Israelites were saying,
“Since we stopped burning incense to the queen of heaven . . . we
have . . . been consumed by the sword and by famine” (44:18, NKJV).
They blamed their punishment on that revival. Isn’t that like many in
our nation today, they blame the church when things go wrong?

LORD, forgive me when I am blinded by my sin and blame You for the
hardships in my life. Help me see that it’s my sin that causes me
problems. Forgive me my sin.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\44 JEREMIAH 44.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 4 of 4

SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS TO BARUCH
Jeremiah 45
It was the 4th year that Jehoiakim the son of Josiah was the king of
Judah. Jeremiah the prophet told these things to Baruch the
son of Neriah. And Baruch wrote them on a scroll. This is what
Jeremiah said to Baruch: “This is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says to you: Baruch, you have said, ‘How terrible it is for
me. The LORD has given me sorrow along with my pain. I am
tired because of my suffering. I cannot rest.’”
The LORD said, “Say this to Baruch: ‘This is what the LORD says: I will
tear down what I have built. And, I will pull up what I have
planted. I will do that everywhere in Judah. Baruch, you are
looking for great things for yourself. Don’t do that. Don’t look
for them, because I will bring disaster upon all the people. The
LORD says these things. You will have to go many places.
However, I will let you escape alive wherever you go.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary, became discouraged in the work
of God. So, God rebuked Baruch, “You said, ‘Woe is me now. For the
LORD has added grief to my sorrow’” (v. 3, NKJV). God promises to
spare his life, “I will give your life to you” (v. 5, NKJV). LORD, keep me

from discouragement; help me see Your plan for my life. I yield to
Your will for today. Help me be encouraged in Your encouragement.
God told Baruch, “Seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek
them not” (v. 5, KJV). Perhaps we get discouraged because we are
self-consumed and things don’t go the way we plan. LORD, teach me

to seek Your glory and not my own. Teach me to seek great things for
You and not for selfish reasons.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS ABOUT EGYPT
Jeremiah 46
The LORD spoke this word to Jeremiah the prophet about the nations:
This message is about Egypt: This message is about the army of
Pharaoh Necho, the king of Egypt. His army was defeated at the
city of Carchemish on the Euphrates River. It was defeated by
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. This was the 4th year that
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah was the king of Judah (605 B.C.).
This is the LORD’s message to Egypt:
“Prepare your shields, large and small,
March out for battle.
Harness the horses,
Soldiers, get on your horses.
Go to your places for battle,
Put on your helmets.
Polish your spears,
Put on your armor.
What do I see?
That army is terrified.
The soldiers are running away,
Their warriors are defeated.
They run away quickly,
They don’t look back;
There is terror on every side,” says the LORD.
“The fast runners cannot run away,
The strong soldiers cannot escape.
They will stumble and fall
in the north, by the Euphrates River.
Who is this, rising up like the Nile River?
Who comes like that strong, fast river?
Egypt rises up like the Nile River,
It is Egypt that comes like that strong, fast river.
Egypt says, ‘I will rise up and cover the earth,
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I will destroy cities and the people in them.’
O horsemen, charge into battle,
O chariot drivers, drive hard.
March on, brave soldiers—
Soldiers from Cush and Put who carry shields,
March on, soldiers from Lydia who use bows.
“But that day belongs to the Master, the LORD of the armies of heaven,
At that time, He will give those people the punishment that they
deserve.
The sword will kill until it is finished,
The sword will kill until it satisfies its thirst for blood.
This is because the LORD, the God of the armies of heaven, will offer a
sacrifice;
That sacrifice is Egypt’s army in the land of the north, by the
Euphrates River.
“Go to Gilead and get some balm,
Go up, people of Egypt.
You will make up many medicines,
But you will not be healed.
The nations will hear of your shame,
Your cities will fill all the earth.
One warrior will run into another,
And both of them will fall down together.”
JEREMIAH SPEAKS ABOUT NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S COMING
This is the message that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the prophet
about Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon as he came to
attack Egypt:
“Announce this message in Egypt, and prophesy it in Migdol,
Preach this message also in Memphis and Tahpanhes:
‘Get ready for war,
The battle is all around you.’
O Egypt, why will your warriors be killed?
They cannot stand, because the LORD will push them down.
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Those soldiers will stumble again and again,
They will fall over each other.
They will say, ‘Get up, let us go back
To our own people and our homeland;
We must get away from our enemy’s sword.’
In this homeland those soldiers will say,
‘The king of Egypt is only a lot of noise;
His time of glory is over.’”
The King’s Name is Yahweh of the armies of heaven,
He says, “As surely as I live, a powerful leader will come.
He will be strong, just as great Mount Tabor is higher than other
mountains,
He will be mighty, just as Mount Carmel is higher than the sea.
O people of Egypt, pack your things
To be taken away as captives.
This is because Memphis will be destroyed,
The cities will be ruins, and no one will live there.
“Egypt is like a beautiful young cow,
But a horsefly is coming
from the north to attack her.
The hired soldiers in Egypt’s army
are like fat calves.
They will all turn and run away together,
They will not stand strong against the attack.
Their time of destruction is coming,
They will soon be punished.
Egypt is like a hissing snake that is trying to escape,
The enemy comes closer and closer.
They will come against Egypt with axes,
They are like men who cut down trees.
They will chop down Egypt’s army
As if it were a great forest,” says the LORD.
“There are more enemy soldiers than locusts,
There are too many soldiers to count.
The people of Egypt will be ashamed,
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They will be handed over to the enemy from the north.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says: “Very soon I
will punish Amon, the god of Thebes. And I will punish Egypt,
her king, and her gods. And, I will punish the people who
depend on the Pharaoh. I will let all those people be defeated
by their enemies. And, those enemies want to kill them. I will
give them to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon and his
officers. But in the future, Egypt will live in peace as it once
did,” says the LORD.
“O people of Jacob, My servants, don’t be afraid,
Don’t be scared, O Israel.
I will surely save you from those faraway places,
I will save your children from the lands where they are
captives.
The people of Jacob will have peace and safety again,
And no one will make them afraid.
O people of Jacob, My servants, do not be afraid,
I am with you,” says the LORD.
“I scattered you to many different nations,
And I will completely destroy all those nations;
However, I will not completely destroy you.
I will punish you fairly,
Nevertheless I cannot let you escape your punishment.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter introduces Jeremiah “a prophet against the
Gentiles” (nations, v. 1). Jeremiah predicts the defeat of Egypt “by the
River Euphrates” (v. 10, NKJV). This was the battle of Carchemish, and
important city at the ford of the Euphrates, were Nebuchadnezzar
defeated Pharaoh-Necho in one of the most decisive battles in Near
Eastern history. Never again is Egypt a world power. LORD, You hold

the nations in Your hand and You accomplish Your plan through
heathen leaders and nations. I worship Your majesty and power. I
marvel at the “things” You use to accomplish Your will.

But in the midst of the nations rise and fall, God promises to
protect His people, the Jews. “Do not fear . . . I am with you . . . I will not
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make a complete end of you” (v. 28). LORD, You deal specially with the

one, and Your focus is not on the multitude. Look to me, I’m only one.
Protect me and help me. Bless me and use me. I want my life to make
a difference.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS ABOUT THE PHILISTINES
Jeremiah 47
The LORD spoke His word to Jeremiah the prophet about the Philistine
people. It came before the king of Egypt attacked the city of
Gaza.
This is what the LORD says: “Look, the enemy is gathering in the north,
Like rising waters,
They will become like an overflowing stream.
They will cover the whole country like a flood,
They will cover the towns and the people living in them.
Everyone living in that country
will cry for help,
The people will cry painfully.
They will hear the sound of running horses,
They will hear noisy chariots,
They will hear rumbling chariot wheels.
Fathers will not help their children to safety,
Those fathers will be too weak to help.
The time has come
To destroy all the Philistines.
It is time to destroy all who are left alive
Who could help Tyre and Sidon.
The LORD will soon destroy the Philistines,
He will destroy those who will be left alive from the island of
Crete.
The people from Gaza will be sad and shave their heads,
The people from Ashkelon will be made silent.
Those who will be left alive from the valley,
How long will you cut yourselves?
You cry: ‘O sword of the LORD,
How long will you keep fighting?
Return to your scabbard,
Stop, be still.
But how can the sword of the LORD rest?
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The LORD gave it a command.
The LORD has ordered it
To attack the city of Ashkelon and the seacoast.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah describes judgment against those contending
nations and cities that wanted to possess the coastline of Palestine.
Judgment is predicted against the Philistines, Gaza, Tyre, Sidon, and
Ashkelon. “How can it be quiet (God’s sword of judgment), seeing the
LORD has given it a charge” (v. 7, NKJV)? LORD, I know judgment is

inevitable without repentance, so I repent of my sins; forgive me,
cleanse me, and protect me in Your care.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF MOAB
Jeremiah 48
This message is about the country of Moab. This is what the LORD of
the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
“How terrible it will be for Nebo,
It will be ruined.
The town of Kiriathaim will be disgraced and captured,
The strong city will be disgraced and shattered.
Moab will not be praised again,
Men in the town of Heshbon plan Moab’s defeat;
They say, ‘Some, let us put an end to that nation.’
O Town of Madmen, you will also be silenced,
The sword will chase you.
Listen to the cries from the town of Horonaim,
They are cries of much confusion and destruction.
Moab will be broken up,
Her little children will cry for help.
Moab’s people go up the path to Luhith,
They cry loudly as they go.
On the road down to the town of Horonaim
Cries of pain and suffering can be heard;
Run, run for your lives,
Go, like a bush being blown through the desert.
You trust in the things that you do and in your wealth
So you also will be captured.
The god Chemosh will be taken into captivity
And his priests and officers will be taken with him.
The destroyer will come against every town,
Not one town will escape.
The valley will be ruined,
The high plane will be destroyed,
The LORD said this would happen.
Spread salt over the fields in Moab,
The country will be an empty desert.
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Moab’s towns will become empty,
No one will live in them.
A curse will be upon anyone who doesn’t do what the LORD says,
A curse will be upon anyone who keeps back his sword from
killing.
“The people of Moab have never known trouble,
They are like wine left to settle.
They have never been poured like wine from one jar to another,
They have not been taken into captivity.
So, they taste like they did before,
And their smell has not changed.
A time is coming,” says the LORD,
“And I will soon send men to pour you from your jars.
Those men will empty Moab’s jars,
And they will smash their jugs.
The people of Israel trusted that god in Bethel,
They were ashamed when there was no help.
In the same way, Moab will be ashamed of their god Chemosh.
“You cannot say, ‘We are warriors,
We are brave men in battle.’
The enemy will attack Moab and destroy their towns,
Their best young men will be killed,” says the King;
The King’s Name is Yahweh of the armies of heaven.
“The end of Moab is near,
They will soon be destroyed.
All of you who live around Moab, cry for her,
All of you who know about her, cry for her.
Say, ‘The ruler’s power is broken,
Moab’s power and glory are gone.
“You people living in Dibon, come down from your place of honor,
Sit on the dry ground.
This is because the destroyer of Moab is coming against you,
And he will destroy your strong, walled cities.
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You people living in Aroer,
Stand next to the road and watch.
Look at the man running away and the woman escaping,
Ask them what happened.
Moab will be ruined and filled with shame,
Cry, O Moab, cry out.
Announce at the Arnon River
That Moab is destroyed.
People on the high plain have been punished,
Judgment has come to these towns:
Holon, Jahzah, and Mephaath;
Dibon, Nebo and Beth-Diblathaim;
Kiriathaim, Beth-Gamul, and Beth-Meon;
Kerioth, and Bozrah;
Judgment has come to all the towns of Moab, far and near.
Moab’s strength has been cut off,
Moab’s arm is broken,” says the LORD.
“The people of Moab thought they were greater than the LORD,
So, punish Moab until they act as if they are drunk.
Moab will fall and roll around in their own vomit,
People will make fun of them.
O Moab, you made fun of Israel,
Israel was caught in the middle of a gang of thieves.
You often spoke about Israel,
And you shook your head and acted as if you were better than
Israel.
O people in Moab, leave your towns empty,
Go live among the rocks.
Be like a dove that makes its nest
At the entrance of a cave.
“We have heard that the people of Moab are proud
And very conceited.
They are proud and think they are important,
They were very proud in their hearts.”
The LORD says,
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“I know Moab’s quick anger, but it is useless;
Moab’s bragging accomplishes nothing.
So, I cry for Moab in sadness,
I cry out for everyone in Moab,
I moan for the men from Kir-Hareseth.
I cry with the people of Jazer
For the grapevines of Sibmah.
In the past, your vines spread all the way to the sea,
They reached as far as the sea of Jazor.
But the destroyer has taken
your fruit and grapes.
Joy and happiness are gone
from the large fields of Moab.
I have stopped the flow of wine from the wine-presses,
No one walks on the grapes with shouts of joy.
They are shouts,
But not shouts of joy.
Their crying can be heard
from Heshbon to Elealeh and Jahaz.
It can be heard from Zoar as far away as Horonaim and EglathShelishiyah,
Even the waters of Nimrim are dried up;
I will stop Moab
From making whole burnt-offerings at the places of worship.
I will stop them from burning incense to their gods,” says the LORD.
“My heart cries for Moab, like a flute playing a funeral song,
It cries for the people from Kir-Hareseth;
Their money and riches have all been taken away.
Everyone has a shaved head,
Everyone’s beard is cut off.
Everyone’s hands are cut off and bleeding,
Everyone wears sackcloth around his waist.
People are crying on every roof-top in Moab
And in every public square.
There is nothing but sadness,
Because I have broken Moab
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Like a jar that no one wants,” says the LORD.
“Moab is shattered, the people are crying,
Moab turns away in shame;
People all around her make fun of her,
The things that happened fill them with fear.”
This is what the LORD says:
“Look, an eagle is diving down from the sky,
It spreads its wings over Moab.
The towns of Moab will be captured,
The strong, walled cities will be defeated.
At that time, Moab’s warriors will be scared;
They will feel pain like a woman who is having a baby.
The nation of Moab will be destroyed,
This is because they thought they were greater than the LORD.
Fear, deep pits, and traps wait for you,
O people of Moab,” says the LORD.
“People will run from terror,
But they will fall into the pits.
Anyone who climbs out of the pits
will be caught in the traps;
I will bring the year of punishment to Moab,” says the LORD.
“People have run from the powerful enemy,
They ran to Heshbon for safety.
But fire started in Heshbon,
A blaze broke out in Sihon’s town,
And, it burns the leaders of Moab;
It destroys those proud people.
How terrible it will be for you, O Moab,
Chemosh’s people are being taken away as captives.
“But in the days to come,
I will make good things happen again to Moab,” says the LORD.
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(This ends the prophecy of judgment upon Moab.)
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah delivers a prophecy against Moab, the nation that
was related by blood to God’s people, because Moab had constantly
fought God’s people, and rejoiced every time persecution or
destruction fell to God’s people. The city Nebo was named on the
Moabite stone erected by King Mesha of Moab (around 840 B.C.) to
commemorate his victory over Israel (2 Kings 3:4-27). LORD, You will

judge those nations who judged Your people Israel. I don’t relish in
their punishment, I pray for their salvation. I pray for those who
attack my Christianity and try to destroy Your work. Lord, save.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS A PROPHETIC JUDGMENT AGAINST THE AMMONITES
Jeremiah 49
This message is about the Ammonite people. This is what the LORD
says:
“Do you think that Israel has no sons?
Do you think there is no one to take the lead when the parents
die?
Maybe that is why Molech took Gad’s land,
Maybe that is why Molech’s people live in Gad’s towns.”
The LORD says, “The time will come when I will make
The capital city of Rabbath-Ammon hear the battle cry.
It will be a hill covered with ruins,
And, the towns around it will be burned.
Those people forced Israel out of that land,
But now the people of Israel will force them out,” says the LORD.
“O people in Heshbon, cry because the town of Ai is destroyed,
Those who live in Rabbath-Ammon, cry out.
Put on your sackcloth to show your sadness, and cry loudly;
Run here and there for safety inside the walls.
This is because the enemy will take Molech away as a captive,
They will also take away his priests and officers with him.
You brag about your valleys,
You brag about the fruit in your valleys.
You are like an unfaithful child,
You believe your treasures will save you;
You think, ‘Who would attack me?’
I will bring terror on you
From every side,”
Says the Master, the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“You will all be forced away,
No one will be able to gather you.
“But the time will come
When I will make good things happen to the Ammonites again,”
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Says the LORD.
THE JUDGMENT AGAINST EDOM
This message is about Edom. This is what the LORD of the armies of
heaven says:
“Is there no more wisdom in Teman?
Can the wise men of Edom no longer give good advice?
Have they lost their wisdom?
You people living in Dedan,
Run away and hide in deep caves.
This is because I will punish
The people of Esau with disaster for what they did.
If workers came and picked the grapes from your vines,
They would leave a few grapes behind.
If robbers came at night,
They would steal only enough for themselves.
But I will strip Esau bare,
I will find all their hiding places;
They will not be able to hide from Me.
The children, the relatives, and the neighbors will die;
Leave the orphans; I will take care of them,
Your widows can also depend on Me.”
This is what the LORD says: “Some people did not deserve to be
punished, but they had to drink from the cup of suffering
anyway. O people of Edom, you deserve to be punished. So, you
will not escape punishment. You must drink from the cup of
suffering.” The LORD says, “I make this promise in My own
Name. The city of Bozrah will become a pile of ruins. People
will be shocked by what happened there. People will insult
that city and speak evil of it. And, all the towns around Bozrah
will become ruins forever.” I have heard a message from the
LORD.
A messenger has been sent among the nations, saying,
“Gather your armies to attack it,
Get ready for battle.”
“Soon I will make you the smallest of nations,
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You will be greatly hated.
O Edom, you scared other nations;
Your pride has fooled you.
You live in the hollow places of the cliff,
You live on the high places of the hills.
Even if you do build your home as high as an eagle’s nest,
I will bring you down from there,” says the LORD.
“Edom will be destroyed,
People will be shocked to see the destroyed cities;
They will be amazed at the injuries.
Edom will be destroyed like the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
And the towns around them,” says the LORD.
“No one will live there,
No man will stay in Edom.”
“A lion will come out of the thick bushes near the Jordan River,
And it will go into the rich pastures where people feed their
flocks.
I am like that lion, I will suddenly chase Edom from their land;
Who is the one I have chosen to do this?
There is no one like me,
There is no one who can challenge Me;
None of their leaders can stand up against Me.
So, listen to what the LORD has planned to do against Edom,
Listen to what He has decided to do to the people in Teman.
The LORD will surely drag away the young ones of Edom,
Edom’s pastures will surely be destroyed because of them.
At the sound of Edom’s fall, the earth will shake;
Their cry will be heard all the way to the Red Sea.
The LORD is like an eagle swooping down,
He is like an eagle spreading its wings over the city of Bozrah.
At that time, Edom’s soldiers will become very scared;
They will be crying because they are scared,
Like a woman having a baby.”
THE PROPHETIC JUDGMENT AGAINST DAMASCUS
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This message is about the city of Damascus: “The towns of Hamath
and Arpah are put to shame,
They are afraid because they have heard bad news.
They are discouraged,
They are troubled like the tossing sea.
The city of Damascus has become weak,
The people want to run away;
The people are ready to panic.
The people feel pain and suffering,
Like a woman having a baby.
Damascus was a city of My joy,
Why have the people not left that famous city yet?
Surely the young men will die in the public squires of that city,
All of her soldiers will be killed at that time,” says the LORD of
the armies of heaven.
“I will set fire to the wall of Damascus,
The fire will completely burn the strong cities of Ben-Hadad.”
THE PROPHETIC JUDGMENT AGAINST KEDAR AND HAZOR
This message is about the tribe of Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor.
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, defeated them. This is
what the LORD says:
“Go and attack the people of Kedar,
Destroy the people of the East.
Their tents and flocks will be taken away,
Their tens and all their things will be carried off;
Their enemy will take away their goods and camels.
Men will shout to them,
‘Terror on every side.’
Run away quickly,
O people in Hazor, find a good place to hide,” says the LORD.
“Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, has made plans against you;
He has made plans to defeat you.
“There is a nation that is comfortable,
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\49 JEREMIAH 49.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 4 of 6

It is sure that no one will defeat it,” says the LORD.
“That nation does not have gates or fences to protect it,
Its people live alone.
Attack that nation,
The enemy will steal their camels
And their large herds of cattle.
I will scatter the Arabs to every part of the earth,
And I will bring disaster on them from everywhere,” says the
LORD.
“Hazor will become a place where wild dogs live,
It will become an empty desert forever.
No one will live there,
No man will stay in it.”
THE JUDGMENT AGAINST ELAM
It was early in the time when Zedekiah was the king of Judah. The
LORD spoke this word to Jeremiah the prophet. This message is
about the nation of Elam. This is what the LORD of the armies of
heaven says: “I will break Elam’s bow,
I will break its strength.
I will bring the 4 winds against Elam,
I will bring them from the 4 corners of the skies.
I will scatter the people of Elam everywhere that the 4 winds blow,
And its captives will go to every nation.
I will break Elam to pieces in front of their enemies,
The enemies want to destroy Elam.
I will bring disaster to Elam,
I will show them how angry I am,” says the LORD.
“I will send a sword to chase Elam,
It will chase them until I have killed them all.
I will show Elam that I, the LORD, am King;
And I will destroy her king and her officers,” says the LORD.
“But I will make good things happen to Elam again
In the future,” says the LORD.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter begins with a prediction against the Ammonites.
Like the Moabites, they were the product of an incestuous
relationship (Gen. 19:38 ff) and constantly plagued Israel. Jeremiah
predicts God’s judgment on the Ammonites (the territory east of the
Jordan River). LORD, I know You will eventually judge Your enemies;

give me patience to see Your plan on this earth. Give me wisdom to
always act right and may I always bring glory to You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH SPEAKS ABOUT BABYLON
Jeremiah 50
This is the message that the LORD spoke about Babylon and the
Babylonian people. He spoke this message through Jeremiah
the Prophet:
“Announce this to the nations,
Lift up a banner and tell them.
Speak the whole message and say:
‘Babylon will be captured.
The god Bel will be put to shame,
The god Marduk will be very afraid.
Babylon’s idols will be put to shame,
Her idols will be filled with terror.’
A nation from the north will attack Babylon (the Medes and the
Persians),
That nation will make Babylon like an empty desert.
No people will live there,
Both men and animals will run away from there.”
The LORD says, “At that time,
The people of Israel and Judah will be together.
They will cry and look for the LORD, your God;
Those people will ask how to go to Jerusalem;
They will start to travel in that direction.
They will come and join themselves to the LORD,
They will make a covenant that will last forever;
It will be a covenant that will never be forgotten.
“My people have been like lost sheep,
Their leaders have led them in the wrong way.
Their leaders made them wander around in the mountains and hills,
They forgot where their resting place was.
Whoever found My people hurt them,
And those enemies said, ‘We did nothing wrong.
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Those people sinned against the LORD, their true resting place,
He was the God whom their ancestors trusted.’
“Run away from Babylon,
Leave the land of the Babylonians;
Be like the goats that lead the flock.
I will bring against Babylon
Many nations from the north.
This group of nations will take their places for war against Babylon,
Babylon will be captured by people from the north.
Their arrows are like trained soldiers
Who do not return from war with empty hands.
The enemy will take all the wealth from the Babylonians,
Those enemy soldiers will get all they want,” says the LORD.
“Babylon, you are excited and happy,
You took My land.
You dance around like a young cow in the grain,
Your laughter is like the neighing of male horses.
Your mother will be very ashamed,
The woman who gave you birth will be disgraced.
Babylonia will be the least important of all the nations,
She will be an empty, dry desert.
The LORD will show His anger,
No people will live there;
Babylon will be completely empty.
Everyone who passes by Babylon will be afraid,
They will shake their heads when they see how it has been
Destroyed.
“Take your positions for war against Babylon,
All you soldiers with bows.
Shoot your arrows at Babylon, don’t save any of them;
This is because Babylon has sinned against the LORD.
You soldiers around Babylon shout the war cry,
Babylon has surrendered, her towers have fallen;
Her walls have been torn down.
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The LORD is giving them the punishment that they deserve,
You nations should give Babylon what she deserves;
Do to her what she has done to others.
Don’t let the people from Babylon plant their crops,
Don’t let them gather the harvest.
The soldiers of Babylon treated their captives in a cruel manner,
Now, let everyone go back home;
Let everyone run to his own country.
“The people of Israel are like a flock of sheep that are scattered,
They are like sheep that have been chased away by lions.
The first lion to eat them up
Was the king of Assyria.
The last lion to crush their bones was Nebuchadnezzar,
The king of Babylon.
So, this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel,
says:
“I will punish the king of Babylon and his country;
I will punish him as I punished the king of Assyria.
But I will bring the people of Israel back to their own pasture,
They will eat on Mount Carmel and in Bashan.
They will eat and be full,
They will eat on the hills of Ephraim and Gilead.”
The LORD says,
“At that time, people will try to find Israel’s guilt,
But there will be no guilt.
People will try to find Judah’s sins,
But no sins will be found
Because I am saving the few people who are still left alive from Israel
and Judah,
And, I am forgiving their sins.
“Attack the land of Merathaim,
Attack the people who live in Pekod.
Chase them, kill them, and completely destroy them;
Do everything I commanded you,” says the LORD.
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“The noise of battle can be heard all over the country,
It is the noise of much destruction.
Babylon was the hammer of the whole earth,
But how broken and shattered that hammer is now.
Babylon is truly the most ruined
Of all the nations.
O Babylon, I set a trap for you;
And, you were caught before you knew it.
You fought against the LORD,
So, you were found and taken prisoner.
The LORD has opened up His storeroom,
He has brought out the weapons of His anger.
This is because the LORD God of the armies of heaven has work to do,
He has work to do in the land of the Babylonians.
Come against Babylon from far away,
Break open her storehouses of grain;
Pile up her corpses like a big pile of grain.
Completely destroy Babylon,
And don’t leave anyone alive.
Kill all the young men in Babylon,
Let them be killed.
The time has come for their defeat,
How terrible it will be for them;
It is time for them to be punished.
Listen to the people running from the country of Babylon,
They are telling Jerusalem how the LORD, our God, is punishing
Babylon as it deserves;
This is because Babylon destroyed His temple.
“Call for the men who shoot arrows
To come against Babylon.
Tell them to surround the city,
Don’t let anyone escape.
Pay her back for the terrible things that she has done,
Do to her what she has done to other nations.
Babylon acted with pride against the LORD,
The Holy One of Israel.
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So, Babylon’s young men will be killed in the streets,
All of her soldiers will die on that day,” says the LORD.
“O Babylon, you are too proud, and I am against you,”
Says the Master, the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“This is because the time has come
For you to be punished.
Proud Babylon will stumble and fall
And, no one will help her get up.
I will start a fire in her towns,
It will completely burn up everything around her.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
“The people of Israel
And Judah are both slaves.
The enemy took them as prisoners,
And, they won’t let them go.
But God is strong, and He will buy them back;
His Name is Yahweh of the armies of heaven.
He will defend them with power,
So that He can give rest to their land;
But He will not give rest to those living in Babylon.”
The LORD says, “Let a sword kill the people living in Babylon;
Let a sword kill its officers and wise men.
Let a sword kill its false prophets,
They will become fools.
Let a sword kill Babylon’s warriors,
They will be full of terror.
Let a sword kill its horses and chariots,
Let a sword kill all the soldiers hired from other countries;
They will be like scared women.
Let there be a sword against Babylon’s treasures,
They will be taken away.
Let there be a sword against its waters,
They will be dried up.
It is a land of idols,
Those idols will go crazy with fear.
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“Babylon will never be filled with people again,
Desert animals and hyenas will live there;
Owls will live there.
But no people will live there ever again,
God completely destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
And the towns around them,” says the LORD.
“In the same way, no people will live in Babylon,
No man will stay there.
“Look, an army is coming from the north,
It comes from a powerful nation;
Many kings are coming together from all around the world.
Their armies have bows and spears,
The soldiers are cruel and have no mercy.
The soldiers come riding on their horses
And, the sound is loud, like the roaring sea.
They stand in their places, ready for battle,
They are ready to attack you, O city of Babylon.
The king of Babylon heard about those armies,
And, he became helpless because of his fear.
His fear is like pain,
It is like the pain of a woman having a baby.
“A lion will come out of the thick bushes near the Jordan River. It will
go into the rich pastures where people feed their flocks. I, the
LORD, am like that lion, I will suddenly chase the people of
Babylon from their land.
Who is the one I have chosen to do this?
There is no one like Me,
There is no one who can challenge Me;
None of their leaders can stand up against Me.”
So, listen to what the LORD has planned to do against Babylon,
Listen to what He has decided to do to the people in Babylon.
He will surely drag the young ones of Babylon away,
Babylon’s pastures will be destroyed because of them.
At the sound of Babylon’s fall, the earth will shake;
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\50 JEREMIAH 50.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 6 of 7

People in all nations will hear about their destruction.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah predicts judgment against the Chaldeans, i.e., the
Babylonians. Some wonder how Jeremiah can preach against the
Babylonians, because he exhorts Judah to submit to the Babylonians.
The answer: Jeremiah is not a politician, but a prophet. He speaks for
God. God used the evil nation Babylon to judge the sins of His people
in Jerusalem. Why? Because God hates the lesser sins of His people,
more than the greater sins of Babylon. Why? Because God’s people
sin with greater light; they sin against God. LORD, give me godly

terror when I sin against You. Forgive me, cleanse me, and cast my
sin away from You, as far as the East is from the West. Don’t judge me
in Your anger. I plead the blood of Jesus. Look on me in love.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST BABYLON
Jeremiah 51
This is what the LORD says; I will cause a destroying wind to blow,
It will blow against Babylon and the Babylonian people.
I will send foreign people to destroy Babylon
Like a wind that blows chaff away;
Those people will make Babylon empty.
Armies will surround the city
When disaster comes upon her.
The Babylonian soldiers will not use their bows and arrows,
Those soldiers will not even put on their armor.
Don’t feel sorry for the young men of Babylon,
Completely destroy her army.
Babylon’s soldiers will be killed in Babylon,
They will be badly injured in Babylon’s streets.
God, the LORD of the armies of heaven
Did not leave Israel and Judah alone.
They are truly guilty of abandoning the Holy One of Israel,
But He has not abandoned them.
“Run away from Babylon,
Run to save your lives;
Don’t stay and be killed because of Babylon’s sins.
It’s time for the LORD to punish Babylon,
Babylon will get the punishment that it deserves.
Babylon was like a gold cup in the LORD’s hand,
It made the whole earth drunk.
The nations drank the wine of Babylon
So, they went crazy.
Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken,
Cry for her.
Get balm for her pain,
Perhaps she can be healed.
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“Foreigners in Babylon say: ‘We tried to heal Babylon,
but she cannot be healed.
So, let’s leave her and each go to his own country;
Babylon’s guilt is as high as the clouds,
Babylon’s guilt reaches to the sky.’
“The people of Judah say: ‘The LORD has shown us to be right;
Come, let us tell about it in Jerusalem,
Let us tell about what the LORD, our God, has done.’
“Sharpen the arrows,
Pick up your shields.
The LORD has stirred up the kings of the Medes,
He has stirred them up because He wants to destroy Babylon.
The LORD will give the people of Babylon the punishment that they
deserve,
This is because Babylon destroyed His temple.
Lift up a banner against the walls of Babylon,
Bring more guards.
Put the watchmen in their places,
Get ready for a secret attack.
The LORD will do what He has planned,
He will do what He said He would do against the people of
Babylon.
O people of Babylon, you live near much water;
You are rich with treasures.
However, your end as a nation has come;
It is time for you to be destroyed.
The LORD of the armies of heaven has promised in His own Name:
‘Babylon, I will surely fill you with so many enemy soldiers that
they Will be like a swarm of locusts;
They will stand over you and shout their victory.’
“The LORD made the earth by His power;
He used His wisdom to build the world,
He used His understanding to stretch out the skies.
When He thunders, the waters in the skies roar;
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He makes clouds rise in the sky all over the earth.
He sends lightning with the rain,
He brings out the wind from His storehouses.
“People are so stupid, and they know so little;
Goldsmiths are made ashamed by their idols.
Those statues are only false gods,
They have no breath in them;
They are worth nothing.
People make fun of them;
When they are judged, they will be destroyed.
But the true God who is Jacob’s Portion is not like the idols,
God made everything.
And, He made Israel to be His special people,
The LORD of the armies of heaven is His Name.
“You are My war club,
You are My battle weapon.
I use you to smash nations,
I use you to destroy kingdoms.
I use you to smash horse and rider,
I use you to smash chariot and driver.
I use you to smash men and women,
I use you to smash old men and young men,
I use you to smash young men and young women.
I use you to smash shepherds and flocks,
I use you to smash farmers and oxen,
I use you to smash governors and officers.
“But I will pay Babylon back, and I will pay back all the Babylonians
for all the evil things that they did to Jerusalem,” says the LORD.
The LORD says, “O Babylon, you are a destroying mountain
And, I am against you;
You have destroyed the whole land.
I will put My hand out against you,
I will roll you off the cliffs;
I will make you a burned-out mountain.
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People will not find any rocks in Babylon big enough for
cornerstones,
People will not take any rocks from Babylon to use for the
Foundation of a building;
This is because your city will be just a pile of ruins–forever,” says the
LORD.
“Lift up the banner in the land,
Blow the trumpet among the nations.
Get the nations ready for battle against Babylon,
Call these kingdoms to come fight against Babylon:
Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.
Choose a commander to lead the army against Babylon,
Send so many horses that they are like a swarm of locusts.
Get the nations ready for battle against Babylon,
Get the kings of the Medes ready.
Get their governors and all their officers ready,
Get all the countries that they rule ready for battle against
Babylon.
The land shakes and moves like it is in pain,
It will shake when the LORD does what He planned to Babylon.
His plan is to make Babylon into an empty desert,
No one will live there.
Babylon’s warriors have stopped fighting,
They stay in their protected cities.
Their strength is gone,
They have become like scared women.
Babylon’s houses are burning,
The bars of her gates are broken.
One messenger follows another,
Messenger follows messenger.
They announce to the king of Babylon
That his whole city has been captured.
The river crossings have been captured,
The swamp-lands are burning;
All of Babylon’s soldiers are terribly afraid.”
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This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven, the God of Israel, says:
“The city of Babylon is like a threshing-floor
Where people crush the grain at harvest-time;
The time to harvest Babylon is coming soon.”
“Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, has destroyed us,
In the past, he took our people away
And, we became like an empty jar.
He was like a giant snake that swallowed us;
He ate up everything until he was full of our best things
Then he spit us out.
Babylon did terrible things to hurt us,
Now let those things happen to Babylon,”
Say the people of Jerusalem.
“The people of Babylon are guilty of killing our people,
Now, let them be punished for the evil they did,”
Says Jerusalem.
So, this is what the LORD says: “I will defend you, O Judah,
I will make sure that Babylon is punished.
I will dry up Babylon’s sea
And, I will make her springs become dry.
Babylon will become a pile of ruins,
Wild dogs will live there;
People will be shocked by what happened there,
No one lives there anymore.
Babylon’s people are like roaring young lions,
They growl like baby lions.
While they are stirred up,
I will give a feast for them;
I will make them drunk.
They will shout and laugh
And, they will sleep forever—and never wake up,” says the
LORD.
“I will capture the people of Babylon to be killed,
They will be like lambs,
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Like male sheep and goats waiting to be killed.
“How Babylon will be defeated,
The pride of the whole earth will be taken captive.
People from other nations will be shocked at what will happen to
Babylon
And, the things that they see will make them afraid.
The sea will rise over Babylon,
Its roaring waves will cover her.
Babylon’s towns will be ruined and empty,
Babylon will become a dry, desert land.
It will become a land where no one lives,
People will not even travel through Babylon.
I will punish the god Bel in Babylon,
I will make him spit out what he has swallowed.
Nations will no longer come to Babylon
And, the wall around the city will fall.
“Come out of Babylon, My people;
Run for your lives,
Run from the LORD’s great anger.
Don’t lose courage,
Rumors will spread, but don’t be afraid.
One rumor comes this year, and another comes the next year;
There will be rumors of terrible fighting in the country,
There will be rumors of rulers fighting against rulers.
The time will surely come
When I will punish the idols of Babylon.
And the whole land will be disgraced,
There will be many corpses lying all around.
Then heaven and earth and all that is in them
Will shout for joy about Babylon.
They will shout because the army came from the north
And fought against Babylon,” says the LORD.
“Babylon killed people from Israel;
Babylon killed people from everywhere on earth,
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So, Babylon must fall.
You people escaped being killed with swords,
You must hurry and leave Babylon.
Don’t wait,
Remember the LORD in the faraway land where you are,
And think about Jerusalem.”
“We people of Judah are disgraced;
We have been insulted,
We have been shamed.
This is because strangers have entered
The Holy Place of the LORD’s temple.”
The LORD says, “The time is coming
When I will punish the idols of Babylon.
Wounded people will cry with pain
All over that land.
Babylon might grow until she touches the sky,
She might make her cities strong;
Nevertheless, I will send people to destroy that city,” says the
LORD.
“We can hear people crying in Babylon,
We hear the sound of people destroying things
In the land of the Babylonians.
The LORD will destroy Babylon,
He will make the loud sounds of the city become silent.
Enemies will come roaring in like ocean waves,
People all around will hear that roar.
The army will come and destroy Babylon;
Babylon’s soldiers will be taken captive,
Their bows will be broken.
This is because the LORD is a God who punishes people for the evils
that They do,
He gives them the full punishment that they deserve.
I will make Babylon’s rulers and wise men drunk,
I also will make her governors, her officers, and her soldiers
drunk.
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\51 JEREMIAH 51.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 7 of 9

Then they will sleep forever—and never wake up,” says the King;
His Name is the LORD of the armies of heaven.
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Babylon’s thick
wall Will be pulled down,
Her high gates will be burned,
The people will work hard, but it won’t help;
Their work will only become fuel for the flames.”
This is the message that Jeremiah the prophet gave to the officer
Seraiah. Seraiah was the son of Neriah, who was the son of
Mahseiah. Seraiah went to Babylon with Zedekiah, the king of
Judah. This happened in the 4th year that Zedekiah was the
king of Judah. Jeremiah had written on a scroll all the terrible
things that would happen to Babylon. He had written all these
words about Babylon. Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “Go to Babylon.
Be sure to read this message, so that all the people can hear
you. Then say, ‘O LORD God, You have said that You will destroy
this place. You will destroy it so that no people or animals will
live in it. It will be empty ruins—forever.’
After you finish reading this scroll, tie a stone to it and throw it into
the Euphrates River. Then say, ‘In the same way, Babylon will
sink. It will not rise again. It will sink because of the terrible
things that I will cause to happen here. Her people will fall;’”
The words of Jeremiah end here.
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter continues Jeremiah’s prediction of God’s
judgment against Babylon. LORD, I know every sin will one day be

judged. I don’t rejoice in punishment of evil people. I pray for myself.
Thank You that my sin was punished at Calvary and now I am free
from my guilt. I rejoice in Your salvation.

Jeremiah adds an appendix (vs. 59-64) telling Seraiah to read
this message to the exiles in Babylon, then tie it to a stone and throw
it into the Euphrates River as a visual symbol of the sinking of
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Babylon. LORD, thank You for the symbolic actions in Jeremiah that

tell me Your Word is true.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE RULE OF KING ZEDEKIAH
Jeremiah 52
Zedekiah was 21 years old when he became king. And, Zedekiah was
king in Jerusalem for 11 years. His mother’s name was Hamutal,
the daughter of Jeremiah. She was from Libnah. Zedekiah did
what was evil in the sight of the LORD, just as Jehoiakim had
done.
THE FALL OF JERUSALEM
All this happened in Jerusalem, and Judah because the LORD was
angry with them. Finally, He threw them out of His presence.
But Zedekiah turned against the king of Babylon. Then
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, marched against
Jerusalem with his whole army. They made a camp around the
city, then they built devices all around the city walls to attack
it. This happened during Zedekiah’s 9th year, 10th month, and
10th day as king.
The city was under attack until Zedekiah’s 11th year as the king.
By the 9th day of the 4th month, the hunger was so terrible in the city,
There was no food for the people to eat.
Then the city wall was broken through. And, the whole army ran away
at night. They went through the gate between the two walls,
beside the king’s garden. The Babylonians were still
surrounding the city. Zedekiah and his men fled toward the
Jordan Valley. But, the Babylonian army chased King Zedekiah.
They caught up with him in the plains of Jericho. All of his army
was scattered from him.
So, they captured Zedekiah and took him to the king of Babylon at
Riblah. (Riblah is in the land of Hamath.) There Nebuchadnezzar
passed sentence on Zedekiah.
There at Riblah the king of Babylon killed Zedekiah’s sons, as
Zedekiah watched. The king also killed all the officers of Judah.
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Then Nebuchadnezzar put out Zedekiah’s eyes. And, he put bronze
chains on Zedekiah and took him away to Babylon. And, the king
of Babylon kept Zedekiah in prison there until the day Zedekiah
died.
THE HOUSE OF YAHWEH IS DESTROYED
Nebuzaradan was the commander of the king’s special guards. This
servant of the king of Babylon came into Jerusalem. This was
on the 10th day of the 5th month. This was in Nebuchadnezzar’s
19th year as the king of Babylon.
Nebuzaradan set fire to the temple of the LORD and the royal palace.
He also set fire to all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important
building was burned. And the whole Babylonian army broke
down the walls around Jerusalem. That army was led by the
commander of the king’s special guards.
Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, captured some of the
poorest people. And, he took those who were left in Jerusalem.
He took captive those who had surrendered to the king of
Babylon. And, he took away the skilled craftsmen who were left
in Jerusalem.
But Nebuzaradan left behind the rest of the poorest people of the
land. They were to take care of the vineyards and fields.
The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, the bronze stands, and
the large bronze bowl, which was called the Sea. These were in
the temple of the LORD. Then they carried all the bronze to
Babylon. They also took the pots, the shovels, the wicktrimmers, the bowls, the dishes, and all the bronze objects.
They were used by priests to serve in the temple. The
commander of the king’s special guards took these things
away: bowls, pans for carrying hot coals, and large bowls; pots,
lamp stands, pans and bowls used for drink-offerings. He took
everything that was made of pure gold or silver.
There was so much bronze that it could not be weighed. There were 2
pillars. There was the large bronze bowl with the twelve bronze
bulls under it. And, there were the movable stands, which King
Solomon had made for the temple of the LORD.
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Each of the pillars was about 27 feet high. Each pillar was 18 feet and
hollow. The wall of each pillar was 3 inches thick.
The bronze capital on top of the pillar was about 7 1/2 feet high. It was
decorated with a net design and bronze pomegranates all
around it. The other pillar also had pomegranates. It was like
the first pillar.
There were 96 pomegranates on the sides of the pillars. There was a
total of 100 pomegranates above the net design.
THE PEOPLE ARE CARRIED AWAY TO BABYLON
The commander of the guards took some prisoners. He took Seraiah
(the chief priest), Zephaniah (the priest next in rank), and the 3
door-keepers.
The commander also took other people who were still in the city. He
took the officer in charge of the fighting men. He also took 7
people who advised the king. He also took the royal assistant
who selected people for the army. And, he took 60 other men
who were in the city.
Nebuzaradan, the commander, took all these people and, he brought
them to the king of Babylon at Riblah.
There at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king had them killed.
So, the people of Judah were led way from their country as captives.
This is how many people Nebuchadnezzar took away as
captives: in the 7th year of his rule—3,023 Jews; in
Nebuchadnezzar’s 18th year of his rule—8 32 people from
Jerusalem; in Nebuchadnezzar’s 23rd year of his rule,
Nebuzaradan took 745 Jews as captives. Nebuzaradan was the
commander of the king’s special guards. In all 4,600 people
were taken captive.
Jehoiachin, the king of Judah, was in prison in Babylon for 37 years.
That year, Evil-Merodach became the king of Babylon. He let
Jehoiachin, the king of Judah, out of prison that year. He set
Jehoiachin free on the 25th day of the 12th month. EvilMerodach spoke kindly to Jehoiachin and gave him a seat of
honor. It was above the seats of the other kings who were with
him in Babylon. So, Jehoiachin put away his prison clothes. For
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\01

appended\52 JEREMIAH 52.docx

Jeremiah to be
Page 3 of 4

the rest of his life, he ate at the king’s table. Every day, the king
of Babylon gave Jehoiachin an allowance. This lasted as long
as he lived, until Jehoiachin died.
MY TIME TO PRAY
We see “the wages of sin” in this chapter. There are
consequences whenever a people reject God, or rebel against Him.
Yes, God is merciful to forgive when we repent and ask for
forgiveness. That’s because God is a loving God. But God is also holy
and He must punish all sin—whether in those wicked or in His
children—so Israel was punished. Many were killed in battle, or by
disease, or by execution. Only a few went into captivity. Lord, give me

a holy horror for any sin in my life. I will repent and beg Your
forgiveness. Lord, I fear You and worship You because Christ died for
my sin.

Chapter 52 is nearly identical to 2 Kings 24:18-25:30. It
demonstrates the prophecies of Jeremiah were fulfilled verbally,
accurately and within a short period of time. God says what He
means, and God means what He promises. LORD, You’ve promised me

eternal life, and I enjoy it. You promised me a new nature, and I
praise You for an inward compass to live for You. Thank You for all
you’ve promised and for its performance. You are surely great!
Amen.
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS
This book was written within the 3 months after the fall of
Jerusalem in the summer of 586 B.C., before the remnant departs for
Egypt (Jer. 39:2, 41:1, 18, 43:7). Jeremiah sits on a Judean hill and
watches the city smolder and the few inhabitants left scavenge
through garbage and trash looking for food. The tears of the weeping
prophet are never more evident than in his crying over the
destruction of the temple, the priestly sacrificial system, the Jewish
culture and life as it once prospered in Jerusalem.
The book of Lamentations was written by Jeremiah with a
broken heart. He was a witness to the destruction of Jerusalem in 586
B.C. and as a result this book is comprised mainly of the outpouring
of grief for that holy city. He gives horrifying accounts of the
destruction of the city and the suffering of its inhabitants. Then
Jeremiah confesses the sins which caused the city’s destruction.
Jeremiah appeals for divine help, and holds onto God’s great mercy.
In the midst of the gloom, the author framed the chapters with
a beautiful literary device called acrostic. Lamentations 1,
Lamentations 2, and Lamentations 4 each have twenty-two verses,
corresponding to the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The
first word of each verse begins with a different Hebrew letter, in
order, through the entire alphabet (the acrostic style). Lamentations
3 does the same thing in blocks of three verses, for a total of sixty-six
verses (22 X 3 = 66). Although Lamentations 5 also has twenty-two
verses, no acrostic mechanism is present. To this day, Jews use the
Book of Lamentations in their religious calendar to mourn the
destruction of Jerusalem.
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS
This book was written within the 3 months after the fall of
Jerusalem in the summer of 586 B.C., before the remnant departs for
Egypt (Jer. 39:2, 41:1, 18, 43:7). Jeremiah sits on a Judean hill and
watches the city smolder and the few inhabitants left scavenge
through garbage and trash looking for food. The tears of the weeping
prophet are never more evident than in his crying over the
destruction of the temple, the priestly sacrificial system, the Jewish
culture and life as it once prospered in Jerusalem.
The book of Lamentations was written by Jeremiah with a
broken heart. He was a witness to the destruction of Jerusalem in 586
B.C. and as a result this book is comprised mainly of the outpouring
of grief for that holy city. He gives horrifying accounts of the
destruction of the city and the suffering of its inhabitants. Then
Jeremiah confesses the sins which caused the city’s destruction.
Jeremiah appeals for divine help, and holds onto God’s great mercy.
In the midst of the gloom, the author framed the chapters with
a beautiful literary device called acrostic. Lamentations 1,
Lamentations 2, and Lamentations 4 each have twenty-two verses,
corresponding to the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The
first word of each verse begins with a different Hebrew letter, in
order, through the entire alphabet (the acrostic style). Lamentations
3 does the same thing in blocks of three verses, for a total of sixty-six
verses (22 X 3 = 66). Although Lamentations 5 also has twenty-two
verses, no acrostic mechanism is present. To this day, Jews use the
Book of Lamentations in their religious calendar to mourn the
destruction of Jerusalem.
SCRIPTURE
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THE SORROWS AND DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM
Lamentations 1
The city Jerusalem was once full of people,
But now she sits alone!
She was once considered great among the nations,
But now she has become like a widow.
She was once like a queen among the provinces,
But now she has become a slave.
She weeps bitterly at night;
Tears are on her cheeks.
No one comforts her;
All of her “lovers” are gone.
All of her “friends” have betrayed her;
They are now people who hate her.
Judah has gone into captivity;
She suffers in hard bondage.
She lives among the Gentiles;
She finds no rest.
All those who chased her have caught her;
She was in trouble.
Zion’s roads are mourning;
No one is coming for the appointed festivals.
All her gates are deserted;
Her priests are groaning.
Her virgins are miserable;
And, Jerusalem has bitterness.
Her enemies have become like a master;
Those who hate her now prosper.
Why? Because Yahweh is punishing her for her many sins.
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Her children have gone away;
They are exiles
With their enemy in a foreign country;
All the beauty of Jerusalem has left.
Her rulers are like a male deer
That cannot find grass to eat.
They have run away; they are very tired.
They are barely ahead of the hunters.
While Jerusalem is suffering, and wandering around,
She remembers all the good things
That she once had in the past.
She also thinks about the time when her people fell into enemy
hands;
There was no ally to help her.
When the enemies saw her,
They mocked at her downfall.
Jerusalem has sinned flagrantly
So, she has become polluted.
All those who once knew her now despise her;
Why? Because they have seen how naked she is.
She groans, too;
And, she turns to go the other way.
Jerusalem sullied herself by her sins;
She didn’t think about how she would end up.
She went down in a surprising way;
There was no one to comfort her.
She cries out, “O LORD God, look at my misery;
The one who hates me has won.”
The enemy’s hand has gotten
All of her good things.
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She even saw non-Jews enter the sanctuary,
Which You, O LORD God, had commanded
That they must never enter among Your people.
All of her people are groaning;
They are searching for bread.
They are giving their valuable things away for food
So that they can survive.
Jerusalem says, “Look , O LORD God, and see
I have become vile.”
She says, “All of you who are passing by on the road
Look at me and see
If there is any sorrow like my sorrow;
Is there any pain like what the LORD God has done to me?
He has punished me
On the day that He was really mad.
“He sent fire from above;
It got down into my bones.
He spread out a net for my feet;
He turned me back.
He isolated me;
I feel like I’m going to faint all the time.
“My sins have caught up with me;
They are bound together by God’s hand.
They are hanging around my neck;
He has caused my strength to fail.
The LORD has turned me over into their hands;
I am defeated.
“The LORD has trampled
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All of my soldiers inside my wall.
He summoned an army against me
To crush my young men.
The LORD has walked all over us like a wine-press,
We, the capital city of Judah.
“I cry because of these things;
My eyes overflow with tears
Because one who comforts is far away from me,
One who could give me my life back.
My children are gone,
Because the enemy has won.”
Zion reaches out her hands
But there is no one to comfort her.
The LORD has so commanded for the people of Jacob;
Their enemies surrounded them.
Jerusalem has become a dirty thing
Among them.
Jerusalem says, “ The LORD is righteous,
Yet, I rebelled against what He commanded.
Please listen, all you nations;
Look at my sadness.
My virgins and my young men
Have gone away into exile.
I called out to my so-called “lovers,”
But they lied to me.
My priests and my elders
Have died inside the city.
Why? Because they were searching for food for themselves;
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They were trying to survive.
“Look, O LORD God,
Because I’m in big trouble.
My insides are rotting,
My heart is gone
Because I completely rebelled.
Outside, the sword kills;
Inside, it is like a disease.
“People hear, because I am groaning
But there is no one to comfort me.
“All of those who hate me have heard about my trouble;
They are rejoicing that You have done this to me.
Someday, judge them as You have judged me;
Let them become just like me.
“Let all their evil come out in Your presence;
Do to them as You have done to me.
Because of all my sins, I groan over and over,
And my heart is faint.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jeremiah is grieved over the sin and rebellion of God’s people.
It’s not their loss of gold, or fine clothing, or food, or earthly things.
Israel has lost the blessing of God. She is now punished for her sin,
and Jeremiah weeps for Israel’s spiritual emptiness. He says there is
no “sorrow like unto my sorrow” (v. 12). The source of his sorrow, “The
LORD has afflicted me” (v. 13). Jeremiah says, “I weep: mine eyes,
mine eyes runneth down with tears” (v. 16). The Hebrew language
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repeats itself to show extreme feelings. LORD, I’ve never prayed as

deeply as Jeremiah; give me a burden for my lost family and friends
who are destroying themselves. Teach me to cry inwardly for my sin
and the sins of Christians I know. Break my heart so I will intercede
for others.

Finding no compassion among the remnants, Jeremiah turns in
prayer to God (v. 20-22). He feels alone, “There is none to comfort
me” (v. 21). LORD, no one understands my predicament, like You. No

one comforts me, like You. Help me see Your guiding hand in my life
through all the evil and problems around me. Hear my prayers and
encourage me with Your encouragement. Teach me how to pray
effectively for family and friends.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
GOD PUNISHES HIS PEOPLE
Lamentations 2
Look how mad the LORD is at Jerusalem;
He has flung the beauty of Israel
From the heavens down to the earth.
He did not remember His temple
At the time He was angry.
Without mercy, the LORD swallowed up
All their homes of the people of Jacob.
In His anger, He destroyed
The strongholds of the daughter of Judah.
In dishonor, He caused the kingdom and its rulers
To hit the ground.
In the heat of His anger
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He has cut off all the power of Israel.
He removed His protection
When those who hated Israel came.
And, He burned against the people of Jacob like a huge fire
That consumes everything around it.
Like one who hates us, He prepared to shoot His bow;
Like an enemy, His right hand is ready.
And, He killed all the good-looking people
In Jerusalem.
Like fire, He poured out His rage.
The LORD has become like one of those who hates us;
He has swallowed up Israel.
He has swallowed up all of its palaces;
He has destroyed its strongholds.
And, He has multiplied for Judah’s daughter
The mourning and the weeping.
He has violated His temple as if it were a garden;
He has destroyed the spot where He met with His people.
The LORD has caused the set festivals and the Sabbaths
To be forgotten in Zion.
And, He has rejected king and priest
In the heat of His anger.
The LORD has spurned His altar
And rejected His sanctuary.
He has given the walls of Jerusalem’s palaces
To those who hate us.
They shouted in the house of the LORD
As if it were festival time.
The LORD was determined to destroy
The wall of Jerusalem.
He measured the wall with a line;
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He did not keep Himself from swallowing it up.
He caused the ramparts and the wall to weep;
Together, they are exhausted;
Her gates have fallen to the ground;
He broke apart and smashed the bars of the gates.
Her king and her princes have been exiled among the nations
Where the Teaching of the LORD is completely gone.
Also, her “prophets” have not received
A single vision from the LORD.
The elders of Jerusalem
Sit on the ground; they are silent.
They throw dust on their heads;
They wear sackcloth.
The virgins of Jerusalem
Hang their heads to the ground in sadness.
I can’t cry anymore, I don’t have any more tears left;
I feel like I’m rotting inside,
I feel as if I have been poured out on the ground
Because the capital of my people is ruined,
Because toddlers and infants are fainting
In the open areas of the city.
They keep asking their mothers,
“Where is some bread and wine?”
They faint like wounded soldiers
In the open areas of the city;
Their lives slowly slip away, while in the bosoms of their
mothers.
What can I declare about you, O daughter?
O Jerusalem, with what could I compare you?
What could I say you are like?
I want to comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion.
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You have been crushed like the weight of the sea;
Who can heal you? No one.
Your so-called “prophets” saw “visions” for you;
They were false and worthless.
But they did not expose your sins;
They didn’t prevent your capture.
The so-called “visions” that they “saw” for you
Were only lying messages and seductions.
All those who are passing by on the road
Clap their hands at you.
They make fun and shake their heads
At Jerusalem.
They mock: “Is this the city which they called;
‘the most beautiful city’,
‘the happiest town on earth’?”
Everyone who hates you is speaking against you;
They make fun and angrily grind their teeth,
They claim, “We’ve swallowed her up.”
Ah, this is certainly the day we were waiting for,
It has arrived for us;
We’ve seen it happen.
The LORD has done what He planned;
He has accomplished the order
That He commanded a long time ago.
He has thrown down Jerusalem violently and without mercy;
He caused those who hate you to rejoice.
Because of what happened to you,
He has made your enemies powerful.
Their hearts cry out to the LORD:
“O wall of Jerusalem,
Let your tears flow down like a river, day and night.
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Don’t let up;
Don’t let your eyes rest.
Get up, cry out in the night;
Weep all through the night.
Pour out your heart like water
In the presence of the LORD.
Lift up your hands to Him in prayer,
Ask for the lives of your children
Who, because of hunger, are fainting
On every street corner.”
“Jerusalem says: “Look, O LORD God, and see;
You have never done such a thing to anyone else.
Women eat their own babies,
The children whom they took care of.
Priests and prophets
Are killed in the sanctuary of the LORD!
“Young people and old people
Lie down on the ground in the streets.
My virgins and best young men
Have been killed by the sword.
You killed them on the day of Your anger, O God;
You have slaughtered them without mercy.
“You invited my terror to surround me at a set time;
On the day of the LORD’s anger,
Nobody escaped or survived.
“The one who hates me has killed
Those whom I nursed and raised up.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Israel thought she enjoyed a protected and privileged place in
the world because of her covenant relationship with God. But in her
sin, she forgot her spiritual obligation to God. Now Israel has reaped
a whirlwind, because she sowed to the wind (Gal. 6:7-8). LORD, my

nation has forgotten all that You’ve done for her in the past. We’ve
won wars, we prospered financially, and we’ve given to missionary
endeavors around the world. But we’ve sinned against You. We’ve
forgotten personal integrity and holiness. We’ve forgotten marriage
fidelity and sexual purity. We’ve thrown public Bible reading out of
the public schools, and we’ve forced the recognition of Christianity
out of public places and our text books. God forgive us. May my
nation repent before You judge her, like You judged Jerusalem. God
be merciful to my nation and send a revival of Christianity before it’s
too late.
Jeremiah—the weeping prophet—prays as he sees all types of
destruction around him. (Approximately 40 types of divine judgment
are pictured in this chapter.) So, Jeremiah confesses, “My eyes are
red from crying, I am churning with fear from within. My empty heart
is poured out and I can’t weep any more (v. 11, ELT). LORD, teach me to

see things as You see things, so I will weep as Jeremiah weeps.
Teach me to pray for backslidden people in sin. Break my heart over
the lack of love for Scriptural truth I see in Christians. Let me weep
over the sins of Your people. Send revival to Your people before it’s
too late.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
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TURN BACK TO GOD FOR HOPE
Lamentations 3
I am the man who has seen the suffering
That comes from the punishing rod of God’s anger.
It was me that He led;
I went into darkness, not light.
He has surely turned His hand against me,
Again and again, all day long.
He caused my flesh and skin to waste away;
He shattered my bones.
He has trapped and besieged me
With sadness and grief.
He caused me to live in dark places
Like one who died a long time ago.
He put a wall around me, I can’t get out;
He has made my brass chain heavy.
And whenever I cry out and call for help,
He ignores my prayer.
He has blocked my path with blocks of stone,
My life is hard.
God is like a bear, ready to attack me;
He is like a lion, lurking in hidden places,
Isolating me from my usual paths; He tore me to pieces,
He left me lying there alone.
He prepared to shoot His bow;
He used me as a target for His arrow.
Arrows from His bag
Entered my body.
I have become a joke to all my people;
All day long, they mock me in a taunting song.
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God has filled me with bitter herbs;
He made me drunk with poison,
God broke my teeth with gravel;
He covered me in the dirt.
You, O God, have taken away my peace of mind.
I’ve forgotten what happiness was.
And I said, “My strength is gone”;
I’ve lost hope that the LORD would ever help me.”
O God, remember my suffering and my homelessness;
Remember the misery and the bitterness.
I remember them very well
And, I feel crushed.
Nevertheless, I have hope
When I think of this:
The LORD’s constant love never ends,
His mercies never stop;
They are fresh every morning,
O God, Your faithfulness is great.
I say to myself: “The LORD is what I’ve got;
Therefore, I have hope, because of Him.”
The LORD is good to those who put their trust in Him,
To the person who looks to God for help.
It is good that one hopes quietly
For the LORD to rescue him.
It is good for a man to work hard
While he is young.
He should sit alone and be silent
Because God has given him hard work to accomplish.
He puts his face in the dust;
Perhaps there is hope?
He offers his cheek to one who wants to hit him;
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He should be filled with shame.
The LORD will not reject
His people forever;
His constant love is great.
He does not like to punish people
Or to cause human beings grief.
God knows when all the prisoners of the earth
Are crushed under His feet.
He sees whether a man gets fair treatment or not
In the presence of the Most High God.
Doesn’t the LORD see it
When somebody get cheated in his court case?
Nobody can speak and have something happen,
Unless the LORD commanded it.
Both bad things and good things
Come by the authority of the Most High God.
No man alive should ever complain
While he is being punished for his sins.
Let us really look at the things we have done and evaluate them
Then, let us go all the way back to the LORD.
Let us lift up our hearts
With our hands raised to God in heaven, praying:
“We have really crossed the line and rebelled against You,
You have not forgotten us for doing this.
You wrapped Yourself in anger and pursued us;
You killed us; You didn’t show mercy either.
You covered Yourself with a thick cloud,
Prayer couldn’t pass through it.
You caused us to be like scum and garbage
Among the other nations.
All of those who hate us
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Speak things against us.
We are so frightened and so scared;
We are devastated and ruined.”
A steady stream of tears flow from my eyes
Because Jerusalem, my people, lie in ruins.
My tears flow continually;
The crying won’t end,
Until the LORD looks down
And sees it from the sky.
I am full of sorrow when I see
What has happened to all the women of my city.
Those who hated me for no reason
Have certainly hunted me down like a bird.
They tried to kill me in a pit,
They threw stones at me.
Water came up over my head;
I thought: “I am going to die!”
I called out Your Name, O LORD God,
From the lowest pit.
And, You heard my voice:
“Don’t close Your ears to my situation;
Please don’t ignore my cry for help.”
You came near when I called out to You;
You said, “Don’t be afraid.”
O LORD, You have taken on my case;
You have given my life back to me.
LORD God, You have seen how I have been wronged;
Now, judge my case for me.
You have seen how my enemies were vindictive toward me;
You’ve seen all their evil plans against me.
O LORD God, You have heard their insults

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\02

Lamentations\LAMENTATIONS APPENDED.docx
Page 16 of 25

And all their plots against me.
You heard the words and thoughts of those who
Scheme against me all day long.
Look, at everything they do;
They taunt me with their song.
Punish them as they should be punished, O LORD God;
Pay them back for what they have done;
Give them insolence of heart;
Put Your curse on them,
Chase them angrily
And destroy them underneath the skies of the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
In the middle of Jeremiah’s lamentation (his cry of grief), he
realizes that afflictions serve to keep him low. Jeremiah turns his
thoughts to the faithfulness of God by worshipping God with the
phrase, “Great is Your faithfulness” (v. 23). LORD, focus my prayers to

hope in Your faithfulness. May I always remember the great things
you’ve done for me in the past. May I survey the good things I have
now because of Your gifts to me. So, I will look to the future with hope
because “Great is Your faithfulness.”

Jeremiah confesses the inhabitants of Jerusalem have lost
everything. They have lost their homes, clothes, food, health, and
family. The only thing they have left is their life. “It is of the LORD’s
mercies that we are not consumed” (v. 22, KJV). They are not dead.
Why? “Because His compassions they fail not” (v. 22, KJV). “LORD,

thank You for life; I will live it for You. My life with You is more
important than houses, clothes, food even health. Thank You for Your
compassion towards me. Help me to put first my relationship to You.
Let things be second.
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Jeremiah said, “The LORD is my portion” (v. 24, KJV), which
means, “God is all I need.” LORD, you are all I need. When I lose

everything also, I still have You.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE
THE AFTERMATH OF THE FALL OF JERUSALEM
Lamentations 4
Look how the gold has lost its sheen;
See how the fine gold has become dull.
The precious gems of the sanctuary are scattered
At every street corner.
The precious children of Zion
Were more valuable than gold.
But look how they are regarded as clay pots
Made by the hands of a potter.
Even jackals offer their milk
To feed their young ones.
But my people’s city has become heartless,
Like ostriches in the desert.
The baby is so thirsty
That it’s tongue sticks to the roof of its mouth.
Little kids beg for bread,
But there is no one to break off a little piece to share with them.
Those who once ate luxurious foods
Are now starving in the streets.
Those who grew up wearing very nice clothes
Now pick through piles of trash.
The evil of my people’s city was worse
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Than the sin of Sodom.
Sodom was destroyed instantly;
No hands reached out to help her.
Jerusalem’s leaders thought they were pure as snow,
They were whiter than milk.
Their bodies were more red than rubies,
Their faces shone like sapphires.
But now they look blacker than coal dust;
In the streets, nobody recognizes them.
Their skin has shriveled up over their bones;
It has dried up and become like wood.
Those victims who were killed by the sword were better off
Than the ones who are dying by hunger.
They starved to death in pain
Because there wasn’t any food coming in from the fields.
Using their own hands,
“kind” women boiled their own children.
The kids became food for them
When Jerusalem was destroyed.
The LORD unleashed all of His rage;
He has poured out His fierce anger.
He set fire to Zion;
It burned down all the way to its foundations.
Kings of the earth and all the inhabitants of the world
Would not believe it;
All kinds of enemies were coming through the gates of
Jerusalem.
But this happened because her so-called prophets had sinned;
Her priests had done wrongs.
Within the city, they had murdered
Those people who did what was right.
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They groped around
Like blind men in the streets.
They were polluted with blood;
No one could touch their clothes.
“Get away, you are unclean,” leaders shouted at them;
“Get away, get away, don’t touch us.”
So they ran away and wandered around;
The non-Jewish nations said, “They won’t be allowed to stay
here.”
The LORD Himself split them up;
He wouldn’t continue to look after them.
No respect was shown to the priests;
No favor was given to the elders.
Our eyes wore out looking for our help
That never came.
We continued to watch closely
For any nation to rescue us.
Our enemies hunted us down;
We couldn’t even walk in the open areas.
We were finally finished, our time was up;
It was the end for us.
The men who chased us
Were swifter than the eagles of the skies.
They pursued us on the mountains;
They ambushed us in the desert.
The LORD’s anointed king
Was even caught in their traps.
We had once said about him, “We will be protected by him
Among the nations.”
Rejoice and be glad, you people;
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You who live in the land of Uz,
You’re going to get your punishment;
You’ll get drunk and expose yourself,
O Jerusalem, your punishment is over;
God will not keep you in exile anymore.
But the LORD will punish your wrongs, you people of Edom;
He will expose your sins.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The sins of Sodom and Gomorrah were so great that God rained
down brimstone and fire upon them in judgment (Gen. 19:24). But the
sin of Judah—idolatry—was worse in God’s sight. “The evil of my
people’s city was worse than the sin of Sodom” (v. 5). God hates the
sin of Christians more than the sin of unbelievers because Christians
sin with more light, they know what they are doing; and they sin
personally against God. The unsaved may not realize they sin against
their Creator. LORD, I will never justify my sin because it is just a

“little thing.” All sin is offensive in Your sight. Forgive me. Give me a
passion for purity and obedience. Keep me from sin. Make me
righteous in Your sight.

People are more important than things like jewels and gold.
“The precious children of Zion are more valuable than gold” (v. 2).
Jeremiah reminds us that gold loses its shine, and jewels can be lost,
but people are precious. LORD, remind me again of the preciousness

of life. I will stand against abortion because life in the womb is
precious to You. Jesus died for every unbeliever so, each lost person
is precious to You. You have a wonderful plan for each individual, but
so many miss Your goodness and blessing. LORD, I pray for the
salvation of all unsaved because they are precious to You. I pray for
Your full blessing on all believers because they are precious to You.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\02

Lamentations\LAMENTATIONS APPENDED.docx
Page 21 of 25

Amen.
SCRIPTURE
A PRAYER OF JEREMIAH
Lamentations 5
O LORD God, remember what happened to us;
Look at us, see our disgrace.
Our land has been turned over to strangers,
Our house has been given over to foreigners.
We are orphans—there is no father;
Our mothers have become like widows.
We must pay silver for the water we drink;
Our wood for our fires comes at a high price.
They’re at our necks, chasing us;
We get so tired, we have no rest.
We made an agreement with the Egyptians
And with the Assyrians to receive enough food.
Our forefathers sinned,
And they’re gone.
Now we must suffer because of their wrongs;
Slaves rule over us.
There is no one who can rescue us from their power;
We risk our lives to bring in our food
Because there are men with swords in the desert.
Our skin is blackened like an oven;
We burn up with fever because of the terrible hunger.
The enemy raped the women of Zion
And the virgin girls in the towns of Judah.
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They hung our princes by the hands;
The shamed our elders.
Teenage boys grind grain at the mill;
Young boys stumble because they are carrying heavy loads of
wood.
The elders have stopped sitting at the city gates;
The young men no longer play their music.
The joy of our heart has ceased;
Our dancing has turned into sorrow.
The glory has gone;
How horrible this is for us because we have sinned.
This is the reason why we are so afraid;
Our eyes are dim, because of these terrible things.
Mt. Zion is deserted;
Only foxes walk there.
Nevertheless, O LORD God, You will last forever.
Your throne rules all generations;
Why did You forget us for so long?
Why have You abandoned us for so many days?
Bring us back to Yourself, O LORD God, we will repent;
Restore our days—like they used to be—
Unless You have utterly rejected us;
You were so mad at us, is it over?
MY TIME TO PRAY
This is the prayer of Jeremiah who voices the heart cry of the
people of Israel after Jerusalem is destroyed and many of God’s
people are killed. This is a cry of suffering people who are sorry for
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their sin, “We have sinned” (v. 16). Learn four lessons from this
prayer:
First, suffering has done its work. God allows His people to
suffer to bring them back to Himself. Lord, I have suffered because of

my sin. Sometimes my suffering is slight; sometimes it’s almost too
much to bear. I’ve learned my lesson. Forgive me. Your way is right
and my selfish way is wrong. I repent my evil. Help me in my
suffering.

Second, we sometimes suffer because of the sins of those who
lived before us. “Our forefathers sinned . . . now we must suffer
because of their wrong” (v. 7). Lord, forgive my sins and don’t punish

my children because of my sins. But also, I am suffering because of
my forefathers’ sin. I confess their sins, but that doesn’t forgive their
iniquity, but I confess their sins to alleviate the consequences I bear
(this is called identificational repentance, where we acknowledge
the sin of our fathers and confess them to remove the curse or
consequences on our generation).
Third, God is glorified when the sins of His children are
punished, because it shows God’s hatred of evil and His reward for
righteous living. Lord, I know You hate my sin; forgive me. I repent

and turn away from my sin. I pray like Jeremiah, “Restore our days—
like they used to be” (v. 21).

Fourth, when it looks like God’s work is destroyed, God is sitting
on His throne in heaven. The success of God is not measured by the
success of His people on earth. Not at all! The chief end of mankind
is to glorify God, and God is glorified when His people do right, so He
rewards them. God is glorified when He manifests His holiness by
punishing His people when they do wrong. Lord, I worship You on

Your throne. Be glorified in my life by what I do right and be glorified
in punishment when I do wrong. But most of all, be glorified in
everything.
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Amen.
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INTRODUCTION
The young scribe sat at his desk stroking his black wavy beard. It was his task to make
copies of important messages for the Jewish leadership. He had to copy each letter accurately.
He was not yet a leader—but shortly he would be old enough to become a priest—yet he had no
temple to do his priestly functions. The young scribe lived in Babylon, almost 500 miles from
Jerusalem and the Temple of God.
“When will you become a priest?” a fellow student in the next desk asked him.
“Shortly . . .” young Ezekiel answered.
“When will you become 30 years old?” the persistent questioner kept asking. Young
men were inducted into the priesthood at age 30. Today was Ezekiel’s 30th birthday. This
should have been the most glorious day of his life. This should have been the day when he
should have been taken into the Temple and first anointed with blood for cleansing, and next
anointed with oil as a sign of wisdom. He should have been dipped into the water of the golden
laver as all other Levites are inducted into office.
Ezekiel knew this day was the day of his birth, but he wouldn’t tell anyone. How could
he celebrate . . . he was in exile . . . he was a prisoner living among the heathen Babylonians . . .
he had been brought as a captive from Jerusalem. Ezekiel was dreaming of this when his
thoughts were interrupted by an announcement:
“Here is a letter from Jeremiah . . .” a messenger entered the classroom. The classroom
stirred, the voices of all the students whispered to one another. The students were scribes,
learning the Word of God by copying it. They were all studying for the priesthood.
“A letter from Jeremiah?” Ezekiel’s eyes glistened. He loved to copy the letters of
Jeremiah. Some of his classmates said he even developed Jeremiah’s style. When classmates
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compared Ezekiel to Jeremiah, Ezekiel smiled . . . he admired Jeremiah because Jeremiah was a
prophet of God.
“Read Jeremiah’s letter to us,” the teacher gave the letter to Ezekiel to read it out loud.
Ezekiel quickly surveyed the scroll, unrolling it to glance at the words.
Jeremiah’s letter pointed out the rebellious heart of Israel . . . they were stiff-necked . . .
lusting after idols . . . whoring after other religions . . . seeking protection from foreign nations.
There Ezekiel read the beautiful promise of Jeremiah,
“When God’s people call upon Him, He will listen to them.” Ezekiel smiled at what God
said, “My people shall seek me and find me when they search for me with their whole heart.”
Ezekiel was the last student to leave school that day. His tunic fluttered in the afternoon
breeze, there was a storm brewing on the northern horizon. Since Ezekiel was not from the area,
he didn’t know storms usually came from the west, not the north. He had to walk about a mile to
his home along the man-made canal. It was always an interesting walk, there were sailing ships
and barges to be seen. There were all kinds of ships he had never seen before coming from the
north, from Persia and Assyria.
Ezekiel lived on the banks of the Chebar Canal, the largest man-made canal in Babylon—
stretching from the Tigris to the Euphrates River. He gloried in its engineering feat, yet was
saddened that a thousand slaves a mile had lost their lives digging this canal that linked the two
greatest rivers in the world.
“I’m at the center of civilization . . .” Ezekiel thought as he saw a large white sailing ship
approaching on the horizon. Then he felt guilty for his enjoyment, “Jerusalem is the center of
my faith . . . Jerusalem is the City of God.”
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Up ahead was his small mud-walled home. Its flat roof and small windows resembled his
home back in Jerusalem, because the talent he used to build a home in Jerusalem is the same
talent he used to build this house.
July was hot, hotter here in the desert of Babylon than living in the mountains of
Jerusalem. The heat was unbearable in the summer; the late afternoons were the worst.
“The storm will cool things off,” Ezekiel thought, “but it’s a long way off.”
When he arrived home, the storm was still lurking on the horizon. After the evening
meal, Ezekiel went into the yard to pray. His wife was busy putting away the dishes and uneaten
food. He noticed the white caps on the water slapping the rocks on the river bank. Because of
the approaching storm, there were no ships in sight; all his neighbors had gone inside to escape
the sand blown against the stalwart houses. Ezekiel was alone to face the storm.
“A whirlwind . . .” he said quietly as he saw the desert sand whip up into a funnel that
sucked the hot drafts into the cool thunderclouds.
The tornado danced across the desert floor, then sucked up water into a waterspout as it
crossed the Chebar Canal.
The black storm broke around Ezekiel, only there was no rain . . . only wind . . . and
lightening . . . and thunder. The clouds continued to darken.
Then Ezekiel saw it. From the center of the thick cloud he saw smoldering red fire,
lightning flashed out of the clouds to the earth. In the center of the clouds Ezekiel saw the dark
red fire, darker than amber coals of fire. The red was almost black. The dark clouds appeared to
be smoke from the fire.
Only it didn’t smell like smoke.
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Then Ezekiel saw four persons in the clouds, each one looked like a man, only he had
wings and was flying. The four men were flying straight at him. Ezekiel had never seen angels,
but he knew immediately the men in the sky were angels. Humans didn’t fly.
Ezekiel tried to see everything, trying to remember what he saw, trying to describe the
dazzling scene that was playing out before him.
“What are You telling me?” he prayed to God.
The Lord didn’t answer yet, there were other things for Ezekiel to see. The four men had
the bodies of men and the wings of an angel, yet their faces were strange. One had the face of a
lion, the next had a face of an ox, the third had the face of a man and the last had a face of an
eagle.
“What are You telling me?” Ezekiel prayed again.
The Lord didn’t answer yet.
Next Ezekiel saw giant wheels, like a chariot wheel, only the wheel was so gigantic it
was scary. Ezekiel had never seen a wheel that large, taller than the height of a tree. Each wheel
was within another wheel, both turning, both rolling, both coming toward him.
Then Ezekiel realized the wheels were following the four men with wings. Wherever the
men went, the wheels followed them. When the angels turned to one side, the wheels followed
them.
Next Ezekiel saw the cloud turned to a crystal sky. It was no longer a dreadful storm, but
an inexpressible beautiful sky. Ezekiel was not afraid of what he saw, or of what he felt. The
experience was exhilarating. He knew it was from God, he knew God was talking to him.
Then Ezekiel heard it—a mighty roar—an approaching noise that was growing louder
each moment. It sounded like storm waves beating on the shore—only louder. It sounded like
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the stomping of angry soldier’s feet as they entered battle—only louder. It sounded like running
horses—only louder. It sounded like the roar of God—but it wasn’t God. Ezekiel heard the
beating wings of the angels against the sky as they flew overhead. Ezekiel looked up to see them
pause overhead, then he saw it.
It was exactly like he expected it to be. Everyone has an idea of what the throne of God
looks like, but Ezekiel saw it. High in the sky above him, was the throne of God, it appeared to
be made of a sparkling blue sapphire.
What appeared to be a man, sat upon the throne.
A beautiful rainbow—perfect in colors—all the seven colors of the spectrum made the
rainbow more beautiful then Ezekiel had ever seen. Like rays from the sun, the rainbow
reflected the glory of God.
No longer did Ezekiel ask God anything. He fell to his face before God in response to
the majesty of God.
“Stand on your feet!” the Lord said to Ezekiel. “I have a message for you.”
Ezekiel slowly arose, trying to take in all that surrounded him. Then the Lord spoke to
him,
“I am sending you as my messenger to Israel, a rebellious nation . . .” God told him, “my
Spirit will enter you and my Spirit will speak through you.”
Ezekiel understood God was calling him to be a prophet, not a priest, but a prophet. Even
though he was born in the Tribe of Levi, he was born to be a priest. Ezekiel knew God had an
unusual task for him to do. God told him, “You will give my message to this rebellious people.”
The Lord explained that the people would not listen to him, but he should not be afraid of
them. The Lord explained, “At least they will know a prophet has been among them.”
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Then God reminded Ezekiel, “My people are rebellious . . . you should not be rebellious.”
Then the glory of the Lord began to leave. He heard a rumble, the sound of rock crushing
rock, sand grating upon sand—it was the noise of a tremendous earthquake. The presence of
God was leaving.
Then Ezekiel heard another familiar sound, it was the noise of the angel wings—flapping
against one another—fluttering against the air as a mighty bird lifts itself into the sky by lifting
its wings toward heaven. The noise was the angels leaving, as the glory of God departed.
The Spirit picked up Ezekiel from his house next to the Chabar Canal and took him to the
village of Tel Abib, several miles away. It was a village of Jewish captives; they too had built
homes that resembled the houses of Jerusalem. The village also was near the Chebar Canal.
Ezekiel entered a house, no one refused to allow the young prophet to enter. They
recognized he was the young priest intern who was training as a scribe. But now they knew he
was from God. No one asked what God said to him, no one asked what he wanted.
For seven days Ezekiel sat in the room. In silence . . . in prayer . . . in meditation . . .
alone. He couldn’t speak, so he didn’t attempt to speak. The people of Tel Abib knew he
couldn’t speak so they didn’t attempt to talk to him. The people were afraid. At the end of seven
days, God spoke to him,
“Son of Man . . .” a new title given by God, “Son of Man, you are a watchman to my
people Israel.” God explained how the watch is responsible for the safety and protection for the
people in a city. God told Ezekiel,
“If you refuse to warn the people of coming judgment, I will require your blood because
they are innocent.”
Ezekiel understood his responsibility. Then God further explained,
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“If you warn the people, but they will not listen to you; their blood will I require of them,
because they are guilty. You did what I required of you.”
AFTER THE ENCOUNTER
After the life-changing influence of this vision, Ezekiel prophesied to the people in
Babylon. He used symbols, sermons and warnings to communicate God’s message to them.
God used Ezekiel to remind “the whole house of Israel” of the sins that brought them into
captivity. He predicted destruction of Jerusalem and the surrounding nations that fought against
God’s people. He predicted national restoration of Israel to the Promise Land, and judgment
upon the oppressors of God’s people. He predicted the restoration of the national glory under the
Davidic monarchy and the restoration of the Temple. Although Ezekiel was not able to minister
in the Temple a task for which he was born, he saw it in visions and described its future glories.
His prophecies contain more about the future Temple in the coming Millennium than any other
prophet.
BACKGROUND
Ezekiel went to Babylon in the second deportation in 597 B.C. Four years later, he
began a prophetic career that was to last more than 20 years—all of it in Babylon. He dated
many of his prophecies, and most of the messages about contemporary events were delivered
before the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. The millennial section in Ezekiel 40-48 held out hope for
restoration of the land and the temple after the exile.
Ezekiel saw God’s throne and the One who sat upon it. Because he was from the priestly
tribe of Levi, he was interested in the Temple. He describes the Temple and the coming
millennium in chapters 40-48. Ezekiel experienced God’s glory and that’s my prayer for you as
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you read Praying When You’re Caught in the Middle. May you experience God, but more
importantly, may God experience your worship as you pray through this book.
Written from my home
At the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains,
Elmer Towns
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SCRIPTURE
EZEKIEL’S VISION OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD
Ezekiel 1
It was the 30th year, on the 5th day of the 4th month of our captivity.
(July 31, 593 B.C.) I, Ezekiel, was by the Chebar River in Babylon.
I was among the people who had been carried away as
captives from the land of Judah. The sky opened, and I saw
visions of God.
It was the 5th year that king Jehoiachin had been a prisoner. (dating
from 597 B.C. when King Jehoiachin was forcibly removed from
Jerusalem by the Babylonians. The prophet Ezekiel was
captured at the same time.) And, it was on the 5th day of the
month.
The LORD spoke His word to Ezekiel, the son of Buzi. This was in the
land of the Babylonians by the Chebar River. Ezekiel felt the
power of the LORD there.
When I looked, I saw a stormy wind coming from the north. There was
a great cloud with a bright light around it. Fire was flashing out
of it. And, there was something that looked like glowing metal
in the center of the fire.
Inside the cloud were what looked like 4 living creatures. They were
shaped like men. Each of them had 4 faces. And, each of them
had 4 wings.
Their legs were straight. Their feet were like a calf's hoofs. And, they
sparkled like polished bronze.
The living creatures had men's hands. They were under their wings
on their 4 sides. All 4 of them had faces and wings.
And, their wings touched each other. The living creatures did not turn
when they moved. Each one went straight ahead.
Their faces looked like this: In front, each living creature had the face
of man. Each one had the face of a lion on the right side. Each
one had the face of an ox on the left side. And, in back, each one
had the face of an eagle.
This was what their faces looked like. Their wings were spread out
above. Each had 2 wings that touched one of the other living
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creatures. Each living creature had 2 wings that covered its
body.
Each one went straight ahead. Wherever the spirit would go, the
living creatures looked like burning coals of fire. They were
like torches. Fire went back and forth among the living
creatures. It was bright, and lightning flashed from it.
The living creatures ran back and forth like bolts of lightning.
Now, I looked at the living creatures. And, I saw a wheel on the ground
by each of the living creatures with its 4 faces.
The wheels and the way they were made were like this: They looked
like sparkling chrysolite. All 4 of them looked the same. The
wheel looked like one wheel was at a right angle inside
another wheel.
When they moved, they went in any one of the 4 directions.
They did not turn as they went.
I saw the rims of the wheels. The rims were full of eyes all
around.
When the living creatures moved, the wheel moved beside them.
When the living creatures were lifted up from the ground, the
wheels were also lifted up.
Wherever the spirit would go, the living creatures would go. And the
wheels were lifted up beside them. This is because the spirit of
the living creature was in the wheels.
When the living creatures moved, the wheels moved. When the living
creatures stopped, the wheels stopped. And the living
creatures were lifted from the ground, the wheels were lifted
beside them. This is because the spirit of the living creatures
was in the wheels.
Now, there was something like a dome over the heads of the living
creatures. It sparkled like ice and was scary.
And, under the dome, the wings of the living creatures were stretched
out straight toward one another. Each living creature also had
2 wings covering its body. I heard the sound of their wings as
they moved. It was like the roaring sound of the sea. It was like
the voice of Almighty God. It was a roaring sound, like a noisy
army. When the living creatures stood still, they lowered their
wings.
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And a voice came from above the dome over the heads of the living
creatures. When the living creatures stood still, they lowered
their wings.
Now above the dome there was something that looked like a throne. It
looked like a sapphire jewel. And, on the throne was a shape
like a man.
Then I noticed what he looked like from the waist up. He looked like
glowing metal with fire inside it. And, from his waist down, he
looked like fire. I saw a bright light all around him.
The glow around him looked like the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy
day. It seemed to look like the splendor of the LORD. So, when I
saw it, I bowed face down on the ground. And, I heard a voice
speaking.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God is waiting for you when your dreams fail, just as the Lord
had another task for Ezekiel when he couldn’t minister in the Temple.

Lord, take my eyes off human things, and human expectations. Help
me to see You through my crushed spirit and broken dreams. When
the bottom drops out of everything, I will worship You sitting on Your
throne.

Ezekiel was prepared to serve God after a fresh encounter with
God. In spite of political and cultural crises. He was challenged to a
new area of service. Lord, I want to serve You, but I’m so barren and

empty. I will meet You in worship; fill me with new enthusiasm to
serve You. I don’t have the success I want; fill me with Your Spirit to
speak Your Word. May I encounter You to be transformed for service.

Ezekiel didn’t understand everything that was happening to
him, and neither will you. Lord, I don’t understand everything You’re

doing in my life. By faith I will serve You and leave the results to You.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\01 EZEKIEL 1.docx

Page 3 of 3

SCRIPTURE
EZEKIEL IS CHOSEN BY GOD
Ezekiel 2
He said to me, “O son of man” stand up on your feet. Then I will speak
with you.” While he spoke to me, the Spirit entered me and put
me on my feet. Then I heard the LORD speaking to me.
He said, “O human being, I am sending you to the people of Israel.
They are a nation of people who has turned against Me. They
broke away from Me. They and their ancestors have sinned
against Me until this very day. I am sending you to people who
are stubborn. They don’t obey. This is what you must say to
them: `This is what the Lord says.’ The people may listen, or
they may not, because they are people who turned against Me.
But whatever they do, they will know that a prophet has been
among them.
You, O human being, don’t be afraid of the people or their words.
Thorny branches and thorns may be all around you. And, you
may live with insects that sting with poison. Don’t be afraid of
their words. Don’t be afraid of their looks. They are a people
who turn against Me.
But speak My words to them. They may listen, or they may not,
because they turn against Me.
But you, O son of man, listen to what I tell you. Don’t turn against Me,
as those people do. Open your mouth and eat what I am giving
you.”
I looked and saw a hand stretched out to me. A scroll was in that
hand. The LORD opened the scroll in front of me. The scroll was
written on the front and on the back. Funeral songs, sad
writings, and trouble were written on the scroll.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel was filled with the Spirit (v. 2) just as believers today
are commanded, “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Lord, I’m empty,

and I feel so useless when I’m empty. Fill me with the Holy Spirit so I
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can be used by You. I confess my sins, and repent of them. Cleanse
me by Your blood (1 John 1:7). Use me in Your service.
God told Ezekiel, “Don’t be afraid of the them (people)” (v. 6).
This is the same thing God told Jeremiah (1:8). Lord, I let people

intimidate me, especially unsaved people. Forgive me. Take away my
fear of people and make me a bold witness for You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
Ezekiel 3
Then the LORD said to me, “O son of man, eat what you find. Eat this
scroll. Then go and speak to the people of Israel.” So, I opened
my mouth, and the LORD gave me the scroll.
The LORD said to me, “O son of man, eat this scroll which I am giving
you. Fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it. And it was sweet
like honey in my mouth.
Then the LORD said to me, “O son of man, go to the people of Israel.
Speak My words to them. You are not being sent to people
whose speech you cannot understand. Their language is not
difficult. You are being sent to the people of Israel. You are not
being sent to many nations whose speech you cannot
understand. The language of Israel is not difficult. You are not
being sent to people whose words you cannot understand. If I
had sent you to them, then they would have listened to you. But
the people of Israel are not willing to listen to you. This is
because they are not willing to listen to Me. Yes, all the people
of Israel are stubborn and will not obey. Look, I have made you
as stubborn as they are. You will be as hard as they are. I have
made you as hard as a diamond, harder than stone. Don’t be
afraid of them. Don’t be scared by them. They are a people who
turn against Me.”
Also, the LORD said to me, “O son of man, believe all the words that I
will speak to you. And, listen carefully; go to the captives, your
people, and speak to them, whether they listen or not. Tell
them, ‘The Lord, God, says this.’”
Then the Spirit lifted me up. And I heard a loud, rumbling sound
behind me. A voice said, “Praise God in heaven.” I heard the
wings of the living creatures touching each other. And, I heard
the sound of the wheels beside them. It was a loud, rumbling
sound. So, the Spirit lifted me up and took me away. I was
unhappy and angry. I felt the great power of the LORD. I came to
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Abib. I sat there where these people lived for 7 days. I was
shocked.
Ezekiel Is Appointed as a Watchman of Israel
After 7 days, the LORD spoke His word to me again, saying, “O son of
man” I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel. Any
time you hear a word from My mouth, warn them for Me. When I
say to an evil person, ‘You will surely die.’ you just warn him. If
you don’t speak out to warn the evil person to leave his evil
way, then he will die in his sin. But I will hold you responsible
for his death. You must warn the evil person. Then, if he does
not turn from his sin or his evil ways, he will die because of his
own sin. However, you will have saved yourself.
“Again, a person who does right may turn away from his goodness. He
may do evil. If I caused him to sin, then he will die. Because you
have not warned him, he will die because of his sin. And, the
good that he did will not be remembered, but I will hold you
responsible for his death. But if you do warn that good person
not to sin, he might not sin. Then he will surely live. This is
because he was warned. And, you will save yourself.”
Then I felt the power of the LORD there. He said to me, “Get up and go
out to the plain. I will speak to you there.” So, I got up and went
out to the plain. I saw the splendor of the LORD standing there.
It was like the splendor that I saw by the Chebar River. And, I
bowed face down on the ground.
Then the Spirit entered me and made me stand on my feet. He spoke
to me and said, “Go, shut yourself up in your house. As for you, O
son of man, the people will tie you up with ropes. They will tie
you up, and you will not be able to go out among them. Also, I
will make your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth. Then you
will be silent. And you will not be able to argue with the people,
even though they turn against Me.
“But when I speak to you, I will open your mouth. And you will say, ‘The
Lord, God, says this.’ Whoever refuses, let him refuse. They are
a people who turn against Me.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
God told Ezekiel to go speak to Israel, “You are not being sent to
a people whose speech you cannot understand. Their language is
not difficult . . .” (vs. 5, 6). We are like Ezekiel; we are sent to witness to
people who speak our language. Lord, I don’t need a foreign tongue

to witness for You. You can use the language I already know. I don’t
need to learn another language; I just need to speak to people I know
and tell them what You’ve done for me; but I’m usually scared or
intimated. Forgive me for not being bold. Forgive me for my silence.
God told Ezekiel, “I Have made you as hard as a diamond” (v. 9).

Lord, my problem—I’m soft. Make me hard against criticism and
persecution. May I be hard in trials, yet have a tender heart to You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
The Siege of Jerusalem Portrayed
Ezekiel 4
“Now, O son of man get yourself a brick. Put it in front of you and draw
a map of Jerusalem on it. Then surround it with an army. Build a
siege-ramp against the city. Build a road of earth to the top of
the city walls. Set up camps around it. Put heavy logs in place
to break down the walls. Then get yourself an iron plate. Put it
up like an iron wall between you and the city. Turn your face
toward the city as if to attack it. Then surround it and attack it.
This is a sign to the people of Israel.
“Then lie down on your left side. Take the guilt of the people of Israel
on yourself. Their guilt will be upon you for the number of days
that you lie on your left side. I have given you the same number
of days as the years of the people’s sin. So, you will have the
guilt of the people of Israel’s sin upon you for 390 days.
“When you have finished these 390 days, lie down a 2nd time. This
time, lie on your right side. You will then have the guilt of the
people of Judah on you. I have given it to you for 40 days. This is
a day for each year of their sin. Then you will turn your face
toward the army attacking Jerusalem. With your arm bare, you
will prophesy against Jerusalem. I will put ropes on you, so that
you cannot turn from one side to the other. This will last until
you have finished the days of your attack on Jerusalem.
“Take wheat, barley, beans, small peas, and millet seeds, and put
them in one bowl. Make them into bread for yourself. You will
eat it during the 390 days that you lie on your side. You will eat
8 ounces of food every day. You will eat it at set times. You will
drink about two-thirds of a quart of water every day. Drink it at
set times. Eat your food as you would eat a barley cake. Bake it
over human dung where the people can see.” Then the LORD
said, “In the same way, Israel will eat unclean food. They will
eat it among the nations where I force them to go.”
But I said, “No, O LORD God, I have never been made unclean. From the
time I was young until now, I’ve never eaten anything that died
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by itself. And I’ve never eaten anything torn by animals.
Unclean meat has never entered my mouth.”
“Very well,” he said. “Then I will give you cow’s dung instead of human
dung. You may use it for your fire to bake your bread.”
Then the LORD said to me, “O son of man, look, I am going to cut off the
supply of bread to Jerusalem. They will eat the bread that is
measured out to them. And, they will worry as they eat it. They
will drink water that is measured out to them. And, they will be
in shock as they drink it. This is because bread and water will
be hard to find. And, the people will be shocked at the sight of
each other. They will become weak because of their sin.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God tells Ezekiel to do a Symbolic Action, just as God instructed
Jeremiah. Ezekiel would play “toy soldiers” like children used things
to represent armaments, soldiers and defensive positions. Then
Ezekiel was told to lie first on his left side, then his right. God uses
visual symbols because they effectively communicate truths or
principles that are hard to see with the naked eye. God likes symbols
because they take away any excuses, such as; I didn’t understand.

Lord, I will be baptized to tell the world I died with you, was buried;
and rose again. I will eat the bread of communion to know Your body
was broken for me, and I will drink the cup because Your blood was
spilt to take away my sin. I will respect the symbols of Christianity
and learn from them.
The last statement of the chapter says, “They will become weak
because of their sin” (v. 17). Sin weakens the will, because you’ve
done something you know you shouldn’t do. Then sin weakens the
character and inner perception of yourself. Lord, help me realize

every sin has its consequences. Strengthen me to stand against sin.
May others see Christ in me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE SHARP RAZOR
Ezekiel 5
“Now, O son of man take a sharp sword. Use it like a barber’s razor to
shave your head and beard. Then take scales, and weigh and
divide the hair. Burn one-third with fire when the days of the
attack on Jerusalem are over. Burn it in the middle of the city.
Then take one-third, and cut it up with the knife all around the
city. And, scatter one-third to the wind. This is how I will chase
them with a sword. Also, take a few of these hairs and tie them
in the folds of your clothes. Take a few more and throw them
into the fire and burn them up. From there, a fire will spread to
all the people of Israel.
“This is what the LORD says: This is Jerusalem. I have put her at the
center of the nations with countries all around her. But she has
refused to obey My laws. She has been more evil than the other
nations. She has refused to obey My rules even more than
those around her. The people of Jerusalem have rejected My
laws and have not lived by My rules.
“So this is what the LORD God, says: You caused more confusion than
the nations around you. You did not follow My rules or obey My
laws. You have not even obeyed the laws of the nations around
you.
“So, this is what the LORD God, says: I Myself am against you. I will
punish you, and the nations will watch. I will do things among
you that I have not done before. I will never do anything like
them again. I will do them, because you do the things I hate. So,
fathers among you will eat their children. And, children will eat
their fathers. I will punish you. I will scatter to the winds all
who are left alive.
“So, the LORD God, says: As surely as I live, you have made My temple
unclean. You have done it with all your evil idols and the
disgusting things you do. Because of this, I will cut you off. I
will have no pity. I will show no mercy. One-third of you will die
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third of you will fall dead by the sword outside your walls. And
one-third of you I will scatter in every direction. I will chase
them with a sword. Then My anger will come to an end. I will
use it up against them. Then I will be satisfied. Then they will
know that I, the LORD, have spoken. After I have carried out My
anger against them, they will know how strongly I felt about it.
“I will make you a ruin. And, I will make you a shame among the
nations around you. All who pass by will see this. Then you will
be shamed by the nations around you. They will make fun of
you. You will be a warning to them. They will be terrified. This
will happen when I punish you in My great anger. I, the LORD,
have spoken.
“I will send a time of hunger to destroy you. Then I will make your
hunger get even worse. I will cut off your supply of food. I will
send a time of hunger and wild animals against you. They will
kill your children. Disease and death will sweep through your
people. I will bring the sword against you to kill you. I, the LORD,
have spoken.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Here’s what God says about Israel’s sin, “You cause more
confusion (about God) than the nations around you” (v. 7). That means
when Christians sin, that causes more confusion about salvation in
the minds of the unsaved than anything else. Think of all the claims
of salvation from the Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and secular attacks
on Christianity. Christians harm Christianity with their sin more than
criticism from any other source. Lord, forgive me when I sin against

You, but please forgive me for hurting the cause of Christianity with
my sin. I would rather die than harm Christianity. Keep me from sin;
keep me from harm.

The Lord allowed Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem to
demonstrate “how strongly I (God) felt about” (v. 3) Israel’s sin. But
worse than that, the Lord let Jesus Christ be tortured and suffer on the
cross to tell us how strong He felt about our sin. Lord, forgive me for

not taking the death of Christ seriously. It is the most important thing
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in eternity. Forgive me of my sin. I worship Your holiness of justice
for all You did on the cross for me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
PROPHESY AGAINST FALSE WORSHIP
Ezekiel 6
Again, the LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man look
toward the mountains of Israel. Prophesy against them. Say, ‘O
mountains of Israel, listen to the word of the LORD God. The
Eternal One says this to the mountains, the hills, the ravines,
and the valleys: I will bring a sword against you. I will destroy
your places of idol worship. Your altars will be destroyed. Your
incense altars will be broken down. Your people will be killed
in front of your idols. I will lay the corpses of the Israelites in
front of their idols. And, I will scatter your bones around your
altars.
“In all the places you live, cities will become empty. And the places of
idol worship will be ruined. Your altars will become lonely
ruins. Your idols will be broken and brought to an end. Your
incense altars will be cut down. And, the things you made will
be wiped out. Your people will be killed and fall among you.
Then you will know that I am the Eternal One.
“But I will leave some people alive. Some will not be killed by the
nations when you are scattered among the foreign lands. Then
those who have escaped will remember Me. They will be living
among the nations where they have been taken as captives.
They will remember how I was hurt because they were
unfaithful to me. They had turned away from Me. They will
remember how I was hurt because they desired to worship
their idols. They will hate themselves because of the evil
things that they did which I hate. Then they will know that I am
the LORD. I did not bring this terrible thing on them for any
reason.
“‘This is what the LORD, the Eternal One, says: Clap your hands, stamp
your feet. Say, “Oh!” because the people of Israel have done
terrible things. So, they will die by war, hunger, and disease.
The person who is far way will die by disease. The one who is
nearby will die in war. The person who is still alive and has
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\06 EZEKIEL 6.docx

Page 1 of 2

escaped these will die from hunger. So, I will carry out My
anger on them. Their people will lie dead among their idols
around the altars. They will be on every high hill, on all the
mountain-tops, and under every green tree and leafy oak.
These are the places where they offered sweet-smelling
incense to their idols. Then you will know that I am the Eternal
One, the LORD.
I will use My power against them. I will make the land empty and
wasted from the desert to Diblah, wherever they live. Then they
will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God tells Ezekiel to tell Israel, “They will remember how I was
hurt when they desired to worship their idols” (v. 9). Most Christians
don’t realize how much God is hurt when they disobey Him and turn
from Him to their sin. God has feelings of emotions, and He can be
grieved. Lord, turn my thoughts to You; forgive me of thinking only of

my happiness, or my pleasure. Help me do things that bring joy and
happiness to You. Lord, be pleased with my obedience; I offer to You
my devotion and I will obey You today.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE END HAS COME
Ezekiel 7
Again, the LORD spoke His word to me saying, “O son of man, the
Eternal One, the LORD, says this to the land of Israel: An end. The
end has come upon the 4 corners of the land. Now the end has
come for you people. I will send My anger against you. I will
judge you for the way you have lived. I will make you pay for
your terrible actions. I will have no pity on you. I will not hold
back punishment from you. I will make you pay for your ways
and for your terrible actions. Then you will know that I am the
Eternal One, the LORD.
“This is what the LORD, the Eternal One, says: Disaster on top of
disaster is coming. The end has come. The end has come. It has
stirred itself up against you. Look. It has come. The end has
come for you people who live in the land. The time has come.
The day of confusion is near. There will be no happy shouting
on the mountains. Soon, I will pour out My anger against you. I
will carry out My anger against you. I will judge you for the way
you have lived. I will make you pay for all the things you have
done that I hate. I will show no pity. I will not hold back
punishment. I will pay you back for the way you have lived and
the terrible things you have done. Then you will know that I am
the LORD who punishes.
“Look, the day is here. It has come. Destruction has come. Violence
has grown. There is more pride than ever. Violence has grown
into a weapon for punishing wickedness. None of the people
will be left. None of that crowd, none of their wealth, and
nothing of value will be left among them. The time has come.
The day has arrived. Don’t let the buyer be happy or the seller
be sad. My burning anger is against the whole crowd. Sellers
will not return to the land that they have sold as long as they
live. This is because the vision against all that crowd will not
be changed. Because of their sins, no one will save his life.
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They have blown the trumpet, and everything is ready. But no
one is going to the battle. My anger is against all that crowd.
“The sword is outside. Disease and hunger are inside. The person
who is in the field will die by the sword. Hunger and disease
will destroy those in the city. Those who are left alive and who
escape will be on the mountains. They will moan like doves of
the valleys. Each person will groan about his own sin. All hands
will hang weakly. All knees will become as weak as water. They
will put on rough cloth. They will tremble all over with fear.
Their faces will show their shame. And, all their heads will be
shaved. The people will throw their silver into the streets. Their
gold will be like trash. Their silver and gold will not save them
from the LORD’s anger. It will not satisfy their hunger or fill their
stomachs. It was what caused them to fall into sin. They were
proud of their beautiful jewelry. They used it to make their
idols, which I hate, and their evil statues. So, I will turn their
wealth into something they hate. And, I will give it to the
foreigners as treasures from war. I will give it to the evil people
of the earth as treasure. These foreigners and evil people will
dishonor the people’s jewelry. I will also turn away from the
people of Israel. They will dishonor My treasured place. Then
robbers will enter and dishonor it.
“Make chains for captives. The land is full of bloody crimes. And, the
city is full of violence. So, I will bring the worst of the nations to
take over the people’s houses. I will also end the pride of the
rich. And, their holy places will be dishonored. When the
people are suffering greatly, they will look for peace. But there
will be none. Disaster will come on top of disaster. Rumor will
be added to rumor. Then they will try to get a vision from a
prophet. Even the teachings of God from the priest will be lost.
And, advice from the elders will also be lost. The king will cry
greatly. The prince will give up hope. The hands of the people
who owned land will shake with fear. I will punish them for the
way they have lived. The way they have judged others is the
way I will judge them. Then they will know that I am the Eternal
One, the LORD.”
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\07 EZEKIEL 7.docx

Page 2 of 3

MY TIME TO PRAY
There is a point when God’s patience comes to an end. God’s
people can sin only so long. God says to Israel, “The end has come for
you” (v. 3). God points out, “Soon I will pour out My anger” (v. 8). So
Ezekiel announced, “The day is here” (v. 10). Is your sin wearing out
God’s patience? Lord, sometimes I don’t pay attention to the clock.

Lord, help me realize what time is left on Your clock. I want to be
instant in doing the right things. I want to quickly shun evil influence.
Help me to repent instantly because time means so much to You. I’m
calling on Your mercy now.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
EZEKIEL’S SECOND VISION
Ezekiel 8
It was the 6th year, on the 5th day of the 6th month of our captivity.
(September 17, 592 B.C.) I was sitting in my house with the
elders of Judah in front of me. There I felt the power of the LORD
God. I looked and saw something that looked like a man. From
his waist down, he looked like fire. From his waist up, he looked
like bright glowing metal. He stretched out the shape of a hand.
And, he caught me by the hair on my head. The Spirit lifted me
up between the earth and the sky. He took me to Jerusalem in
the visions of God. He took me to the entrance to the north gate
of the inner courtyard of the temple. The courtyard was where
the idol was that caused God to be jealous. The splendor of the
God of Israel was there. It was like what I had seen on the plain.
Then God said to me, “O son of man now look toward the north.” So, I
looked up toward the north. I saw an altar to the north of the
gate. The idol that caused God to be jealous was in the
entrance.
The LORD said to me, “O son of man, do you see what they are doing?
Do you see how many disgusting things the people of Israel are
doing here? This will drive Me far away from My temple.
However, you will see more disgusting things than these.”
Then the LORD brought me to the entrance of the courtyard. When I
looked, I saw a hole in the wall. The LORD said to me, “O son of
man, dig through the wall.” So, I dug through the wall and saw
an entrance.
Then the LORD said to me, “Go in and see the terrible, evil things that
they are doing here.” So, I entered and looked. And, I saw
pictures of every kind of crawling thing. I saw an awful beast
and all the idols of the people of Israel. They were carved on
the wall all around. Seventy of the elders of the people of Israel
were standing there. They were in front of these carvings and
idols. Jaazaniah, the son of Shaphan, stood with them. Each
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man had his pan for burning incense in his hand. A sweetsmelling cloud of incense was rising.
Then the LORD said to me, “O son of man, have you seen what the
elders of the people of Israel are doing in the dark? Have you
seen each man in the room of his own idol? They say, ‘The LORD
doesn’t see us. The LORD has abandoned the land.’” And He said
to me, “You will see even more terrible things that they are
doing.”
Then the LORD brought me to the opening of the north gate of the
temple of the LORD. And, I saw women sitting there crying for
Tammuz. (The fertility god of the Babylonians.) The LORD said to
me, “Do you see, O son of man? You will see thing even more
terrible than these.”
Then the LORD brought me into the inner courtyard of the temple. And,
I saw about 25 men. They were at the entrance to the temple,
between the porch and the altar. Their backs were turned to
the temple of the LORD. They faced eastward. They were
worshiping the sun in the east.
The LORD said to me, “Do you see, O son of man? Is it unimportant that
the people of Judah are doing the terrible things they have
done here? They have filled the land with violence. They
continually make Me mad. Look, they are insulting Me every
way they can.
So, I will act in anger. I will have no pity. I will not show mercy. Even if
they shout in my ears, I won’t listen to them.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Chapters 8-11 include a series of visions that show Ezekiel the
evils of Israel. When Ezekiel dug into the wall he found all types of
unclean (abominable) animals. Ezekiel is shown 70 men (the
Sanhedrin) with their backs to God in the Temple, but they were
worshipping the sun. Women were seen worshipping Tammuz, the
Babylonian deity husband of Ishtar. Lord, You see the sins of people

that they keep hidden from others. Even when people try to hide their
sins from You, they can’t for You see everything. Lord, forgive my sins;
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cleanse me. Don’t look on my sins, but look at the blood of Christ who
forgives my sin. Look on me through the eyes of Jesus Christ.

Some sin is against nature and the lower animals; other sins
are against persons; still other sin is against ourselves. But the
worst sin of all is against God. The first of the greatest
commandments is “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex.
20:3). Israel was involved in just about every type of idolatrous
worship possible. No wonder God says, “I will act in anger” (v. 18).

Lord, keep me from all types of sins, especially sins against
You. I don’t want You angry with me. I repent of all sins, and I want to
be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. I want to stand
perfect before You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOD PUNISHES THE IDOLATERS
Ezekiel 9
The LORD shouted in my ears with a loud voice. He said, “You who are
chosen to punish this city, come near. Bring your weapon in
your hand.” Then 6 men came from the direction of the upper
gate, which faces north. Each has his powerful weapon in his
hand. Among them was a man dressed in linen. At his side, he
had things to write with. The men went in and stood by the
bronze altar.
Then the (shekinah) glory of the God of Israel went up. It had been
above the Cherubim. It moved to the place in the temple where
the door opened. LORD called the man dressed in linen. At his
side, he had the things to write with. The LORD
said to him,
“Go through Jerusalem. Put a mark on the foreheads of the
people who groan and cry about all the terrible things being
done among them.”
As I listened, the LORD spoke to the other men. He said, “Go through
the city behind the man dressed in linen and kill. Don’t pity
anyone. Don’t show mercy.Kill and destroy old men, young men
and young women, little children and older women. But don’t
touch anyone who has the mark on him. Start at My temple.” So,
they started with the elders who were in front of the house.
And the LORD said to the men “Make the temple unclean. Fill the
courtyards with those who have been killed. Go out.” Then the
men went out and killed the people in the city. While the men
were killing the people, I was left alone. I bowed face-down on
the ground. I cried out, “O Lord, will you destroy everyone still
left alive in Israel when you turn your anger loose on
Jerusalem?”
Then the LORD said to me, “The sin of the people of Israel and Judah is
very great. The land is filled with people who commit murder.
And, the city is full of people who are not fair. The people say,
‘The LORD has abandoned the land. And, the LORD does not see.’
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But I will have no pity. I will show no mercy. But I will bring their
evil acts back upon their own heads.”
Then the man dressed in linen reported to the LORD. He was the man
who had things to write with at his side. He said, “I have done
just as you have commanded me.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God sent two men (angels) who had charge over Jerusalem to
go through the city “and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men
that sigh” (v. 4, KJV). The Old King James uses the word “sigh”; this
version says “groan.” The old term sigh meant both surprise and
anguish. Are you surprised when sin creeps into your life or the life
of other Christians you know? Do you even groan when you see sin in
any Christian? Lord, surprise or shock me when I see sin in my life.

Then may my sigh turn to groans of conviction and displeasure. Lord,
give me a hatred for sin.

Those who sinned were killed in the vision. But good news;
those who were marked because they sighed, were not touched but
were protected. (vs. 6, 11). Lord, I know You preserve those who love

and obey You. Because I love and obey You, I have confidence that
You will preserve me in the day of judgment.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE CHERUBS
Ezekiel 10
Then I looked and saw the sky above the heads of the living
creatures. I saw something like a sapphire jewel. It looked like
a throne. The LORD said to the man dressed in linen, “Go in
between the wheels under the living creatures. And, fill your
hands with coals of fire from between the living creatures.
Scatter the coals over the city.”
As I watched, the man with linen clothes went in. Now the living
creatures were standing on the south side of the temple when
the man went in. And the cloud from the LORD filled the inner
courtyard. Then the glory (shekinah) of the LORD went up from
the creatures on the Ark of the Covenant. And, it stood over the
door of the temple. The temple was filled with the (shekinah)
cloud. And, the courtyard was full of the brightness from the
glory of the LORD. The sound of the wings of the living creatures
was heard all the way to the outer courtyard. It was like the
voice of Almighty God when He speaks.
The LORD commanded the man dressed in linen, “Take fire from
between the wheels, from between the living creatures.” Then
the man went in and stood by a wheel. One living creature put
out his hand to the fire that was among them. The living
creature took some of the fire. And, he put it into the hands of
the man dressed in linen. The man took the fire and went out.
Something that looked like a man’s hand appeared under the wings
of the living creatures. I saw the 4 wheels by the living
creatures. One wheel was by each living creature. The wheels
looked like shining chrysolite. All 4 wheels looked alike. Each
looked like a wheel crossways inside another wheel. When the
wheels moved, they went in any of the directions that the 4
living creatures faced. The wheel did not turn about. The living
creatures did not turn their bodies as they went. But they
followed wherever their faces pointed. All their bodies, their
backs, their hands, their wings, and the wheels were full of
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\10 EZEKIEL 10.docx

Page 1 of 4

eyes—all over. Now each of the 4 living creatures had a wheel.
I heard the wheels being called “Whirling Wheels.” Each living
creature had 4 faces. The 1st face was the face of a cherub. The
2nd face was the face of a man. The 3rd was the face of a lion.
And, the 4th was the face of an eagle.
The living creatures flew up. They were the same living creatures
that I had seen by the Chebar River. And, when the living
creatures moved, the wheels moved by their sides. The living
creatures lifted their wings to fly up from the ground. And, the
wheels did not leave their sides. When the living creatures
stopped, the wheels stopped. When the creatures went up, the
wheels went up too. This was because the spirit of the living
creature was in the wheels.
Then the splendor (shekinah) of the LORD left the door of the temple
and stood over the living creatures. The living creatures
spread their wings. And, they flew up from the ground while I
watched. As they went up, the wheels stayed by their sides.
They stood where the east gate of the temple of the LORD
opened. The splendor (shekinah) of the God of Israel was over
the gate.
These are the living creatures which I had seen under the God of
Israel. This was next to the Chebar River. I knew that they were
called Cherubim. Each one had 4 faces. Each one had 4 wings.
Things that looked like a man’s hands were under their wings.
Their faces looked the same as the ones I had seen beside the
Chebar River. Each of them went straight ahead.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel sees a horrifying vision that begins (v. 8:4, KJV) when
“He saw the glory of the LORD.” This text calls it “the splendor of the
God of Israel.” This was the shekinah (this word means glory) cloud
that led Israel daily through the desert for 40 years. This was the
cloud that lifted up to stand between Israel and the menacing army of
Pharaoh (Ex. 14:19-20). This cloud sat on the top of Mount Sinai
because God’s presence was in the cloud when the LORD dwelt with
His people.
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When Solomon dedicated the Temple, this cloud filled the
Temple. The fire came down from heaven . . . “the glory of the LORD
filled the LORD’S house” (2 Chron. 7:1, KJV). Why was this a horrifying
vision? Because Ezekiel saw the slow departure of God from the
Temple. Since God was going to allow the Babylonians to destroy the
Temple, he would no longer be the Temple’s protector, and surely no
enemy could tear down the Temple when God was present in it.
First, Ezekiel saw the shekinah cloud lift up into the air from its
usual place on the Ark of the Covenant. “The glory of the God of Israel
was gone up from the cherub where upon He sat” (9:3). It was as if
God was waiting for someone to cry, “God, don’t leave us.” But there
was no warning. No one cared that God was leaving.
Next, “The glory of the LORD . . . stood over the threshold of the
house” (10:10). Doesn’t someone linger at the front door before they
leave? That’s what God did. He was lingering because He wanted
someone to ask Him to stay. The people were so spiritually blinded;
they couldn’t see God was leaving.
Next, “The glory of the LORD . . . departed from off the threshold”
(10:18). God lifted high above the Temple. Was God waiting high
above the Temple so all could see that He was leaving? But only
Ezekiel, 500 miles away, could see the vision of God leaving.
Finally, God went to the East of the city and tarried over the
Mount of Olives. “The glory of the LORD . . . stood upon the mountain
which is on the east side of the city” (11:23). In the Old Testament,
God’s glory left His people from the Mount of Olives. In the New
Testament, Jesus ascended back into heaven from the same place
(Acts 1:9-12).

Lord, don’t leave me or my church the way You departed from
the Temple. Stay with me; I need Your protection and power, but most
of all, I want to worship You.
Lord, thank You for tarrying and giving Israel another chance to
repent. If I ever sin against You, tarry in my life; give me another
opportunity to repent and call out to You. I need You desperately.

Also, there is another interesting picture that Ezekiel saw. An
angel took coals of fire from off the offering and scattered them
throughout the city (10:2). Was this the fire of conviction spread over
the people of Israel to bring them back to God? Or, was this the fire of
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judgment, i.e., that God was coming to punish them? Lord, before You

punish my nation for her sins, give her an opportunity to repent and
cry out for revival.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\10 EZEKIEL 10.docx

Page 4 of 4

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST JERUSALEM
Ezekiel 11
The Spirit lifted me up. And, he brought me to the front gate of the
temple of the LORD. (This gate faces east.) I saw 25 men where
the gate opens. I saw Jaazaniah (the son of Azzur) and Pelatiah
(the son of Benaiah). They were leaders of the people. They
were among those 25 men. Then the LORD said to me, “O son of
man these are the men who plan evil. And, they give evil advice
in this city of Jerusalem. They say, ‘It is almost time for us to
build houses. This city is like a cooking pot. And, we are like the
best meat.’ So, prophesy against them. Prophesy, O son of man.”
Then the Spirit of the LORD entered me. He told me to say: “This is
what the LORD says: You have said these things, O people of
Israel. But I know what is going through your mind. You have
killed many people in this city. You have filled its streets with
their corpses.
“So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Those people
whom you have killed and left in the middle of the city are like
the best meat. And, this city is like the cooking pot. But I will
force you out of the city. You have feared the sword.
Nevertheless, I will bring a sword against you, says the LORD
God, the Eternal One. I will force you out of the city. I will hand
you over to strangers. I will surely punish you. You will die by
the sword. I will punish you at the border of Israel. Then you
will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. This city will not
be your cooking pot. You will not be the best meat in the middle
of the city. I will punish you at the border of Israel. Then you
will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. You did not live by
My rules. You did not obey My laws. You did the same things
that the nations around you do.”
As I prophesied, Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah died. Then I bowed facedown on the ground. I shouted with a loud voice and said, “Oh
no, LORD God, the Eternal One, will you completely destroy the
Israelites who are still left alive?”
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GOD PROMISES TO RESTORE THE LAND TO THE EXILES
The LORD spoke His word to me saying, “O son of man, the people who
are still in Jerusalem have spoken about your relatives. And,
they have spoken about all the people of Israel who are
captives with you. The people who are still in Jerusalem have
said, ‘They are far from the LORD. This land was given to us as
our property.’
“So say, ‘This is what the LORD, the Eternal One, says: I sent the people
far away among the nations. I scattered them among the
countries. But, for a little while, I have become a temple to
them in the countries where they have gone.’
“So say: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: I will gather
you from the nations. And, I will bring you together from the
countries where you have been scattered. Then I will give back
the land of Israel to you.’
“They will come to this land. Then they will take away all the
disgusting idols from the land. They will take all the terrible
images from there. I will give them a desire to respect Me
completely. I will put a new way of thinking inside them. I will
take out the stubborn, stony heart from their bodies. Then I will
give them an obedient heart of flesh. Then they will live by My
rules. They will obey My laws and keep them. They will be My
people, and I will be their God. But some people will want to
serve their evil statues and hated idols. And, I will pay them
back for their evil ways,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
Then the living creatures lifted their wings. The wheels went beside
them. And the splendor of the God of Israel was above them.
The splendor (shekinah) of the LORD went up from inside
Jerusalem. And, it stopped on the mountain on the east side of
the city. The Spirit lifted me up. And, he brought me to the
captives who had been taken from Judah to Babylonia. He did
this in a vision given by the Spirit of God. Then the vision which
I had seen ended. And, I revealed the things that the LORD had
shown me to the captives from Judah.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Even though the glory cloud was leaving Jerusalem, God was
not completely forsaking His people. God promises, “yet I shall be a
little sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone” (v.
16). When they couldn’t have the Temple, they could have God’s
presence as a personal or “little sanctuary.” Now in the New
Testament, the Holy Spirit is not only with us, He dwells within us, “He
dwells with you and will be in you” (John 14:17). Lord, come dwell in

my body and be glorified in the things I do. I worship You for Your
holiness, and I praise You for Your indwelling.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
WHAT THE EXILE WILL BE LIKE
Ezekiel 12
Again, the LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man, you are
living among a people who refuse to obey. They have eyes to
see, but they do not see. They have ears to hear, but they do not
hear. This is because they are a family that refuses to obey.
“So, O son of man, pack your things as if you will be taken away
captive. Then walk away like a captive. Do this in the daytime,
with the people watching. Move from your place to another
place, with the people watching. Perhaps they will understand,
even though they are a people who refuse to obey. Bring out
the things that you would pack as a captive. Do it during the
day, when the people are watching. At night, go out, with the
people watching. Go like those who are taken away as captives
from their country. Dig a hole through the wall, while they
watch. Bring your things out through the hole. Lift them onto
your shoulders, with the people watching. Carry them out in the
dark. Cover your face, so that you cannot see the ground. I have
made you a sign to the people of Israel.”
I did these things as I was commanded. In the daytime, I brought out
my things. I was packed, ready to go away as a captive. Then, in
the evening, I dug through the wall with my hands. I brought my
things out in the dark. I carried them upon my shoulders. And,
the people saw all this. Then, in the morning, the LORD spoke
His word to me. He said: “O son of man, the people of Israel
refuse to obey. Didn’t those people ask you, ‘What are you
doing?’
“Tell them: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: This
message is about the king in Jerusalem. And, it is about all the
people of Israel who live there.’ Say: ‘I am a sign to you.’ “The
same things that I have done will be done to the people in
Jerusalem. They will be taken away from their country as
captives. The king among them will put his things on his
shoulder in the dark. And he will leave. The people will dig a
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hole through the wall to bring him out. He will cover his face, so
that he cannot see the ground. But I will spread My net over
him. He will be caught in My trap. Then I will bring him to
Babylon in the land of the Babylonians. He will not see that
land, but he will die there. In every direction, I will scatter all
those who are around the king. I will scatter his helpers and all
his army. I will chase them with a sword.
“Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. I will scatter
them among the nations. And, I will spread them among the
countries. However, I will save a few of them from the sword. I
will save a few from hunger and from disease. Then they can
tell about their disgusting things among the nations where
they go. Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD.”
The LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man, as you eat your
food, shake. Shake with fear as you drink your water. Then say
to the people of the land: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says about the people who live in Jerusalem in the land of
Israel: They will eat their food with fear. And, they will drink
their water in shock. This is because their land will be made
empty. This is because of the violence of the people who live in
it. And, the cities where people live will become ruins. The land
will become empty. Then you will know that I am the Eternal
One, the LORD.’”
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, what is this
saying that you have in the land of Israel: ‘The days go by and
every vision comes to nothing?’ So, tell them, ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One says: I will make them stop saying
this. Then no one in Israel will say that anymore.’ Instead, tell
them: ‘The time is near when every vision will come true.’ There
will be no more false visions or pleasing prophecies inside the
nation Israel. This is because I, the Eternal One, will speak.
What I say will be done. It will not be delayed. You are a people
who refuse to obey. And, in your time, I will say the word and do
it,’” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, look the people
of Israel are saying this: ‘The vision that Ezekiel sees is for a
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\12 EZEKIEL 12.docx

Page 2 of 3

time many years from now. He is prophesying about times far
away.’
“So, say to them: ‘The LORD God, the Eternal One, says this: None of My
words will be delayed anymore. What I have said will be done,’”
says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel is told the people are spiritually rebellious to God,
“They have eyes to see, but they do not see. They have ears to hear,
but they do not hear” (v. 2). Just as in Ezekiel’s day, there are many
today who are blinded to spiritual truth. Why? Because they don’t
want to see or hear what God wants them to do. Lord, speak, I will

listen. Lord, show me truth in Scripture, I will see what You say, and I
will obey. If I ever miss your words, shout in my ears, don’t let me
wander into hardness, only to become brittle. Give me a soft heart.

While Israel will not acknowledge the Lord before the captivity,
after God punishes Israel, “Then they will know that I am the Eternal
One, the LORD.” Lord, I will acknowledge You before You punish my

sin, so I will not suffer any consequences of my transgressions.
Forgive me before I cry, and cleanse me before I ask, for You are my
God. You are a pardoning God, full of mercy and forgiveness. Lord, I
plead Your mercy.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS
Ezekiel 13
The LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man prophesy
against the false prophets of Israel. Tell those who make up
their own prophecies: ‘Listen to the word of the LORD.
This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: How terrible it will be
for the foolish prophets. They are the ones who follow their
own ideas. And, they have not seen a vision from Me.
O people of Israel, your so-called ‘prophets’ have been like wild dogs
hunting to kill and eat among ruins.
Israel is like a house in ruins. But you have not gone up into the
broken places. Your so-called ‘prophets’ have not repaired the
wall. So, how can Israel hold back the enemy in the battle on
the day of judging by the LORD?
Your so-called ‘prophets’ see false visions. They prophesy lies. They
say, “This is the message of the LORD.” The LORD has not sent
them, but they still hope that their words will come true. Your
false prophets said, “This is the message of the LORD.” But that
is a false vision. Your prophecies are lies, because I have not
spoken.
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Your so-called
‘prophets’ spoke things that are false. You saw visions that did
not come true. That is why I am against you,” says the LORD God,
the Eternal One. So, I will punish the so-called ‘prophets’ who
see false visions and prophesy lies. They will have no place
among My people. Their names will not be written on the list of
the people of Israel. They will not enter the land of Israel. Then
you will know that I am the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘It is because they led My people away. They said, “Peace” but there
is no peace. When the people build a weak wall, the so-called
“prophets” cover it with whitewash to make it look strong. So,
tell those who cover a weak wall with whitewash that it will fall
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down. Rain will pour down. Hailstones will fall. And, a stormy
wind will break the wall down. When the wall has fallen, people
will ask you, “Where is the whitewash that you used on the
wall?”
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will break the
wall with a stormy wind. In My anger, rain will pour down. And,
hailstones will destroy the wall. I will tear down the wall upon
which you put whitewash. I will level it to the ground. Then
people will see the wall’s foundation. And when the wall falls,
you will be destroyed under it. Then you will know that I am the
Eternal One, the LORD. So, I will carry out My anger on the wall
and against those who covered it with whitewash. Then I will
tell you, “The wall is gone. And, those who covered it with
whitewash are also gone. The so-called ‘prophets’ of Israel
who prophesy regarding Jerusalem will be gone. And, those
who see visions of peace for Jerusalem will be gone also.
There will be no peace,’” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“Now, O son of man, reject the women among your people who make
up their own prophecies. Prophesy against them. Say this: ‘This
is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: How terrible it will
be for women who sew magic charms on their wrists. How
terrible it will be for those who make veils of every length.
These women do this to trap people. You ruin the lives of My
people yet try to save your own lives. And, you have dishonored
Me among My people. You have done it for handfuls of barley
and pieces of bread. You have killed people who should not die.
And, you have kept alive those who should die. You have done
this by lying to My people. And, My people are willing to listen
to lies.
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I am against your
magic charms. You use them to trap people as if they were
birds. I will tear these charms off your arms. I will free those
people who have been trapped like birds. I will also rip off your
veils. I will save My people from your hands. They will no longer
be in your power. You will not trap them. Then you will know
that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. By your lies, you caused the
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\13 EZEKIEL 13.docx

Page 2 of 3

heart of the person who did right to be sad. I did not make him
sad. You have encouraged the evil person not to stop being
evil. And, that would have saved his life. So, you will not see any
more false visions. You will not prophesy anymore. And, I will
save My people from your power. Then you will know that I am
the LORD.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The false prophets will not inherit eternal life, for God
condemns their “vanities” and “lies” (v. 9). The King James describes
“neither shall they be written in the writings” (v. 9). This is a
reference to the “Book of Life” (Rev. 3:5; 20:15), their names will not be
written there. Lord, I believe in You, and have accepted Jesus Christ

as my Savior. My name is written in the Book of Life. Thank You for
that inner confidence.

The false teachers and those who encourage others to false
doctrines will be punished by God. First, because they disobey God’s
commandments, and second, because they harm others. “By your
lies, you counsel the heart of the person . . . not to stop being evil” (v.
22). Lord, keep me from the influence of false teachers. Holy Spirit, I

ask You to guide me into truth (John 16:13). May I never influence
others to believe the wrong thing about the Bible. I want my doctrine
to be accurate and I want to teach others accurately.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\13 EZEKIEL 13.docx

Page 3 of 3

SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST IDOLATERS
Ezekiel 14
Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me.
Then the LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man
these men love to worship idols. They put up evil things that
cause people to sin. Should I allow them to ask me for help?
Speak to them. Tell them: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: Any person in the household of Israel might want to
worship idols. He might even put up evil things that cause
people to sin. Then he might come to the prophet. When he
does, I, the Eternal One, the LORD, will answer him. I will put him
to death, because he worshiped idols. Then I will win back the
household of Israel. They have abandoned Me because of all
their idols.
“So say this to the people of Israel: ‘This is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One, says: Change your hearts and lives. Stop doing all
the things I hate. Any Israelite or any foreigner in Israel can
separate himself from Me. He can do this by wanting to worship
idols. Or, he can put up the things that cause people to sin.
Then if he comes to the prophet to ask Me questions, I, the
Eternal One, the LORD, will answer him Myself. I will reject him. I
will make him a sign and an example. I will separate him from
My people. Then you will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD.
“‘But the false prophet may be tricked into giving a prophecy. Then it
is because I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have tricked that socalled ‘prophet’ to speak. Then I will use My power against him.
I will destroy him from among My people Israel. The evil
prophet will be as guilty as the one who asks him for help. Both
of them will be responsible for their guilt.
Then the nation of Israel will not abandon Me anymore. And, they will
not make themselves unclean with all their sins anymore. Then
they will be My people, and I will be their God. says the LORD
God, the Eternal One.’”
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THREE GOOD MEN
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, sometimes the
people of a country will sin against Me by not being loyal.
When that happens, I will use My power against them. I will cut
off their supply of food. I will send them a time of hunger. I will
destroy both their people and animals. Three great men like
Noah, Daniel, and Job might be in that country. But their
goodness could save only themselves,” says the LORD God, the
Eternal One.
“I might even send wild animals into that land. They would leave the
land empty and without children. Then no one would pass
through it because of the animals. As surely as I live,” says the
LORD God, the Eternal One, “not even Noah, Daniel, and Job could
help. Even if they were in the land, they could not save their
own sons or daughters. They could only save themselves. And,
that country would remain empty.
“Or, I might bring a war against that country. I might say, ‘Let a war be
fought in that land. Let it destroy its men and animals.’ As
surely as I live,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One, “not even
these three holy men could help. Even if they were in the land,
they could not save their sons or daughters. They could only
save themselves.
“Or, I might cause a disease to spread in that country. I might pour out
My anger against that country, destroying and killing people
and animals. As surely as I live,” says the LORD God, the Eternal
One, “not even Noah, Daniel and Job could help. Even if they
were in the land, they could not save their son or daughter.
They could save only themselves, because they did what was
right.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will send My 4
terrible punishments against Jerusalem. They are war, hunger,
wild animals, and disease. They will destroy people and
animals from Jerusalem. But some people will escape. Some
sons and daughters will be led out. They will come out to you.
You will see how they live. Then you will be comforted after the
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disasters which I have brought against Jerusalem. You will be
comforted after all the things that I will bring against it. You
will be comforted when you see how they live. You will know
there was a good reason for what I did to Jerusalem,” says the
LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
A group of men came to Ezekiel “and sat down in front of me” (v.
1). That meant they wanted to inquire of the LORD through Ezekiel. God
told Ezekiel, “These men love to worship idols” (v. 3). Then God said,
“Shall I allow them to ask Me for help” (v. 3)? God who knows the
hearts of all, hates hypocrisy. Lord, I want to be totally honest with

you, but sometimes I don’t even know my own heart (Jer. 33:3-4).
Forgive my ignorant sin, and cleanse me. Keep me from hypocritical
sin, help me deal honestly with my sin. “Search me O God, and know
my heart, try me and know my way: and see if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Ps. 139:23-24).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM IS LIKE A USELESS VINE
Ezekiel 15
The LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man, what good is
the wood of the vine? Is it better than the wood of a tree in the
forest? Can wood be taken from the vine to make anything?
Can you use it to make a peg upon which to hang something?
The vine is thrown into the fire for fuel. The fire burns up both
ends and starts to burn the middle. Then is it useful for
anything? When the vine was whole, it could not be made into
anything. When the fire had burned it completely, it certainly
could not be made into anything.”
So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: “Out of all the
trees in the forest, I gave the wood of the vine as fuel for fire. In
the same way, I have given up the people who live in Jerusalem.
I will turn against them. They came through one fire. But fire
will still destroy them. When I turn against them, you will know
that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. So, I will make the land
empty. This is because the people have not been loyal,” says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God says Israel is like a vine, and the nature of a vine is fruit
bearing. A vine is useless for lumber to build anything. As fuel, a vine
is almost useless. When its fruit bearing ceases, pull it up and burn it
up. Thus, Israel is no longer useful to God, so the nation will be
destroyed. Lord, I want to be fruitful to You; it grieves me when I don’t

produce fruit for You. Let the Holy Spirit fill me to produce the fruit of
the Spirit in character (Gal. 5:22-23). Let the Holy Spirit use me to win
someone to salvation.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM IS LIKE A USELESS VINE
Ezekiel 16
The LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man, tell Jerusalem
about her disgusting things.
Say: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says to Jerusalem:
Your beginnings and your ancestors were in the land of the
Canaanites. Your father was an Amorite, and your mother was a
Hittite. On the day you were born, your umbilical cord was not
cut. You were not washed with water for cleansing. You were
not rubbed with salt. You were not wrapped in cloths. No one
felt sorry for you. No one would do any of these things for you.
No, you were thrown out into the open field. This is because you
were hated on the very day you were born.
“‘Then I passed by and saw you kicking around in your own blood. I
said to you, “Live.” I caused you to grow like a plant in the field.
You grew up and became tall. You grew up and became like a
beautiful jewel. Your breasts formed. Your hair grew. Yet you
were naked and without clothes.
“‘Later, I passed by you and looked at you. I saw that you were at the
time for romance. So, I spread My robe over you and covered
your nakedness. I also made a marriage promise to you. I
entered into a covenant with you. Then you became mine,’ says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘Then I bathed you with water and washed all the blood off of you. I
put olive oil on you. I put beautiful clothes made with
needlework on you. I put sandals of fine leather on your feet. I
wrapped you in fine linen and covered you with silk. I put
jewelry on you. I put bracelets on your arms and a necklace
around your neck. I also put a ring in your nose and ear-rings in
your ears. And, I put a beautiful crown on your head. So, you
wore gold and silver. Your dress was made of fine linen, silk,
and beautiful needlework. You ate fine flour, honey, and olive
oil. You were very beautiful and became a queen. Then you
became famous among the nations, because you were so
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beautiful. Your beauty was perfect, because of the glory that I
gave you,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘But you trusted in your own beauty. You became a whore because
you were so famous. You had sex with anyone who passed by.
And, you took some of your clothes and made your places of
worship colorful. This is where you carried on your
prostitution. These things should not have happened. They
should never happen again. You also took your beautiful
jewelry. It was made from gold and silver which I had given
you. Then you made for yourselves male idols. And, you were a
whore with them. Then you took your clothes of beautiful
needlework and covered the idols. You gave My olive oil and
incense as an offering to them. Also, you took the bread which I
gave you. You took the fine the flour, the oil, and the honey
which I gave you to eat. And, you offered them in front of the
false gods as a pleasing smell. That is what happened,’ says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘Also, you took your sons and daughters who were my children and
you sacrificed them to idols as food. (Your sexual sins were not
enough for you.) You killed My children and offered them up in
fire to idols. You did all your disgusting deeds and sexual sins.
And, you did not remember when you were young you were
naked and had no clothes. You had been abandoned in your
own blood.
“‘How terrible. How terrible it will be for you,’ says the LORD God, the
Eternal One. ‘This is what you did after all those evil things. You
built yourself a place to worship false gods. You made yourself
a place of worship in every city square. You built a place of
worship at the head of every street. You made your beauty
hateful. You offered your body for sex to anyone who passed by.
Your sexual sins became worse and worse. You also had sex
with the Egyptians. They were your neighbors and partners in
sexual sin. Your sexual sins became even worse. And, they
caused Me to be angry. So then, I used My power against you. I
took away some of your land. I let those who hated you defeat
you. They were the Philistine women. Even they were ashamed
of your evil ways. Also, you had sex with them, but you were still
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not satisfied. You did even more sexual sins in the land of
Babylonia. The Babylonians were traders. But you were not
satisfied even with this.
“‘Truly your will is weak,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One. ‘You do
all the things that a stubborn whore does. You built your place
to worship false gods at the beginning of every street. And, you
made places of worship in every city square. Yet you were not
like a whore, because you refused payment.
“‘You are a wife who is guilty of adultery. You desire strangers instead
of wanting your husband. Men pay prostitutes. Instead, you pay
all your lovers. You pay them to come to you. And, they come
from all around for sex. So, you are different from other whores.
No one acts like a whore the same way you do—you give
money, but no money is given to you. Yes, you are different.’”
GOD JUDGES JERUSALEM
“‘So, O whore, hear the word of the LORD. This is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One, says: You showed your riches to other countries.
And, you uncovered your body in your sexual sins with your
lovers. You even did it with all your disgusting idols, too. And,
you killed your children and offered their blood to your idols.
Therefore, I will gather all your lovers with whom you found
pleasure. Yes, I will gather all those whom you loved and those
whom you hated. Yes, I will gather them against you from all
around. I will strip you naked in front of them. Then they will be
able to see your nakedness. So, I will punish you as a judge
punishes women who are guilty of adultery. I will punish you as
murderers who are to be punished. I will put you to death,
because I am angry and jealous. I will also hand you over to
your lovers. They will tear down your places of worship. They
will destroy the places where you worship false gods. They will
tear off your clothes and take away your jewelry. They will
leave you naked and bare. They will bring a crowd against you.
They will throw stones at you and cut you to pieces with their
swords. They will burn your houses with fire. They will punish
you in front of many women. Then I will put an end to your
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sexual sins. And, you will no longer pay your lovers. Then I will
rest from My anger against you. Then I will stop being jealous.
Then I will be quiet and not mad anymore.
“‘You didn’t remember when you were young. So, you have made Me
angry in all these ways. And, I will repay you for what you have
done,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One. ‘Didn’t you add sexual
sins to all your other deeds which I hate?’”
SAMARIA AND SODOM
“‘Everyone who uses wise sayings will say this about you: “The
daughter is like her mother.” You are like your mother, she
hated her husband and children. You are also like your sisters,
they hated their husbands and children. Your mother was a
Hittite and, your father was an Amorite. Now, your older sister is
Samaria. She lived north of you with her daughters. And your
younger sister, Sodom, lived south of you with her daughters.
You followed their ways. And, you did what they did. But you
were even worse than they were in everything you did. As
surely as I live,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One, ‘this is true.
Your sister Sodom and her daughters never did what you and
your daughter have done.
“‘This was the sin of your sister, Sodom: She and her daughters were
proud. They had plenty of food. They lived in great comfort. Yet
she did not help the poor and needy people. So, Sodom and her
daughter were proud. And, in My presence, they did things that
I hate. So, I got rid of them when I saw what they were doing.
Also, Samaria did not do half the sins you do. You have done
more disgusting things than they did. So, you make your sisters
look good because of all the disgusting things which you have
done. You will suffer disgrace because you have provided an
excuse for your sisters. They are more right than you are. Your
sins were even more terrible than theirs. Be ashamed and
suffer disgrace, because you made your sister seem ‘good’.
“‘But I will give Sodom and her daughters their riches back. I will give
Samaria and her daughters their riches back. And, with them, I
will also give you back your riches. However, you will have to
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suffer disgrace. You will feel ashamed for all the things you
have done. You even gave comfort to your sisters in their sins.
Your sisters are Sodom with her daughters and Samaria with
her daughters. They will return to what they were before. You
and your daughters will also return to what you were before.
You would not even mention your sister (Samaria) when you
were proud. Nor would you mention her before your evil was
uncovered. And now, the Edomite women and their neighbors
say awful things about you. Even the Philistine women say
awful things about you. Those around you hate you. You will be
punished for your sexual sins and deeds that I hate,’ says the
LORD.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will give you what
you should have. You hated and broke the marriage covenant.
But I will remember My covenant that I made with you when
you were young. I will make a covenant that will continue
forever with you. Then you will remember what you have done.
You will be ashamed when you receive your sisters—both your
older and your younger sisters. I will give them to you like
daughters. But it will not be because of My covenant with you. I
will establish My covenant with you. And, you will know that I
am the Eternal One, the LORD. You will remember and be
ashamed. You will not open your mouth again because of your
shame. This is because I will forgive you for all the things you
have done,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God shows a picture of His love for Israel where the LORD chose
Israel to be His wife. He abundantly lavished His protection and
riches on her. God chose Israel to be His people, and in return; Israel
chose the LORD to be their God. Even when Israel soon defected from
the LORD, He dealt with Israel in grace and mercy. But adultery and
idolatry are intermingled. In idolatry, Israel turned to love idols, then
worshipped foreign gods, and venerated them. As always, when the
heart turns from the LORD, love of the world’s system quickly follows.
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Lord, keep me from spiritual adultery; may I never love or serve
anything in place of You. I know I have a double-minded heart;
forgive my inclination to sin. Keep my eyes focused on You. I love
You with all my heart. May I always do so.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A PARABLE ABOUT THE EAGLES AND THE VINE
Ezekiel 17
The LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “O son of man, give a riddle.
Tell a story to the people of Israel. Say this: ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: A great eagle came to Lebanon.
He has great wings with long feathers of many different colors.
The eagle took hold of the top of a cedar tree. He pulled off the
top branch. And, he brought it to a land of traders. The eagle
planted it in a city of traders.
“‘The eagle took a young plant from the land, and, planted it in a good
field near plenty of water. He planted it to grow like a willow
tree. The plant grew and became a low vine that spread over
the ground. The vine’s branches turned toward the eagle. The
vine’s roots were under the eagle. So, the plant became a vine.
And its branches grew, sending out lots of leaves.
“‘But there was another eagle with great wings and many feathers.
The vine then bent its roots toward this eagle. The vine also
sent out its branches toward the eagle, so that he could water
it. The vine turned away from the area where it was planted. It
was planted in a good field. It was by plenty of water, so that it
could grow branches and give fruit. It could have become a
fine vine.’
“Say this to them, ‘This is what The LORD God, the Eternal One, says:
The vine will not continue to grow. The 1st eagle will pull up the
vine’s roots and strip off its fruit. Then, the vine will dry up. All
of its new leaves will dry up and die. It will not take a strong
arm or many people to pull the vine up by its roots. It might be
planted again, but it will not continue to grow. It will
completely die when the east wind hits it. It will dry up in the
area where it grows.’”
Then the LORD spoke His word to me. He said: “Say now to the people
who refuse to obey: ‘Do you know what these things mean?’ Say
this: ‘The king of Babylon came to Jerusalem. He took the king
and the important men of Jerusalem and brought them to
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Babylon. Then he took a member of the family of the king of
Judah. He made a covenant with him. The king of Babylon made
this person promise to support him. The king also took away
the leaders of Judah. He did this to make the kingdom of Judah
weak, so that it would not be strong again. Then the kingdom of
Judah could continue only by keeping his covenant with the
king of Babylon. But the king of Judah turned against the king of
Babylon. The king of Judah sent his messengers to Egypt. He
asked the Egyptians for horses and many soldiers. Will the king
of Judah succeed? Will the one who does such things escape?
He cannot break the covenant and escape.
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One, ‘he will die in
Babylon. He will die in the land of the king Nebuchadnezzar who
made him king of Judah. The king of Judah hated his promise.
He broke his covenant with the king of Babylon. The king of
Egypt will not help the king of Judah in the war. He will not help
with his mighty army and many people. The Babylonians will
build devices to attack the cities and to kill many people. The
king of Judah showed that he hated the promise by breaking
the covenant. He promised to support Babylon, but he did all
these things. So, he will not escape.
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: As surely as I live,
this is true: I will pay back the king of Judah for hating My
promise and breaking My covenant. I will spread My net over
him. He will be caught in My trap. Then I will bring him to
Babylon. There I will judge him for the disloyal acts that he did
against Me. And, all the best of his soldiers who escape will die
by the sword. Those who live will be scattered to ever wind.
Then you will know that I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have
spoken.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I Myself will also
take a young branch from the top of a cedar tree, and, I will
plant it. I will cut off a small twig from the top of the tree’s
young branches. I will plant it on a high and great mountain. I
will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. Then it will grow
branches and give fruit. And, it will become a great cedar tree.
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Birds of every kind will build nests in it. They will live in the
shelter of the tree’s branches. Then all the trees of the field will
know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. I am the One who
brings down the high tree. I make the low tree tall. I dry up the
green tree. And, I make the dry tree grow. I am the Eternal One,
the LORD. I have spoken, and I will do it.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel speaks God’s predictions. First, Nebuchadnezzar will
take King Jehoiakim to Babylon (i.e., 597 B.C. v. 12). Second,
Nebuchadnezzar will make Zedekiah a “puppet king” to rule for
Babylon (v. 13). Third, Zedekiah will break his treaty (covenant) and
seek help from Egypt (vs. 13-17). Fourth, for Zedekiah to break his
covenant with Babylon was to rebel against God (vs. 18-19). Fifth,
Zedekiah would die and his troops be defeated (vs. 20-21). Lord, You

know the future because You live there. You predicted what will
happen in the future. You know Your people will rebel against You,
but You still give them opportunity to repent. You are a merciful and
tender Lord; thank You for forgiveness and kindness to me. Help me
be worthy of Your love.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\17 EZEKIEL 17.docx

Page 3 of 3

SCRIPTURE
THE RIGHTEOUS PERSON WILL LIVE; THE SINNER WILL DIE
Ezekiel 18
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “What do you mean by using
this saying about the land of Israel: ‘The fathers have eaten
sour grapes. And, that caused the children to grind their teeth
from the sour taste’?
“As surely as I live,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One, “You will not
use this saying in Israel anymore. Every living thing belongs to
Me. The life of the father is mine. And, the life of the son is mine.
The person who sins will die.
“There may be a good person who does what is fair and right. He does
not eat at the mountain places of worship. He does not look to
the idols of the people of Israel for help. He does not have sex
with his neighbor’s wife. He does not have sex with a woman
during her time of monthly bleeding. He does not mistreat
anyone. Instead, he returns what was given as a promise for a
loan. He does not rob other people. He gives bread to hungry
people. He gives clothes to those who have no clothes. He does
not lend money to get too much interest or profit. He keeps his
hand from doing wrong. He judges fairly between men. He lives
faithfully by My rules and obeys My laws. The person who does
all these things is good. He will surely live,” says the LORD God,
the Eternal One.
“But this person might have a wild son who murders people. This son
may do any of these other terrible things. But the father
himself has not done any of these things. This son eats at the
pagan places of worship in the mountains. He has sex with his
neighbor’s wife. He mistreats the poor and needy people. He
steals things. He refuses to return what was promised for a
loan. He looks to idols for help. He does things which I hate. He
lends money for too much interest and profit. Will this son
live? He will not live. He has done all these hated things. He will
surely be put to death. He will be responsible for his own sins.
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“But this same person might have a son who has seen the sins that
his father did. But, after seeing them, he does not do those
things. He does not eat at the places of idol worship in the
mountains. He does not look to the idols of the people of Israel
for help. He does not have sex with his neighbor’s wife. He does
not mistreat anyone. He does not keep something promised for
a loan. He does not steal. Instead, he gives bread to the hungry
people. He gives clothes to people without clothes. He keeps
his hand from doing wrong. He does not take too much interest
or profit when he lends money. He obeys My laws and lives by
My rules. He will not die for his father’s sin. He will surely live.
But his father took other people’s money unfairly. He robbed
his brother. He did what was wrong among his people. So, he
will die for his own sin.
“But you ask, ‘Why is the son not punished for the father’s sin?’ The
son has done what is fair and right. He obeys all of My rules. So,
he will surely live. It is the person who sins that will die. The
son will not be punished for the father’s sin. The father will not
be punished for the son’s sin. The person who does right is
responsible for his own righteousness. The evil person is
responsible for his own evil.
“But the evil person might stop doing all the sins that he has done.
And, he might obey all My rules and do what is fair and right.
Then he will surely live. He will not die. His sins will be
forgotten, now that he does what is right. So, he will live. I do
not really want the evil person to die,” says the LORD God, the
Eternal One. “I want him to quit his evil ways and live.
“But a person who does right might stop doing good and do wrong.
And, he might do the same hated things that an evil person
practices. Will he live? No. All of his good deeds will be
forgotten. This is because he became unfaithful. He has
sinned. So, he will die, because of his sins.
“But you say, ‘What the LORD does is not fair.’ Hear now, O people of
Israel. I am fair. It is what you do that is not fair. A good person
might stop doing good. He might do wrong and die because of
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it. He will die, because he did wrong. An evil person might stop
doing the evil things he has done. And he might do what is fair
and right. He will save his life. He thought about it and stopped
doing all the sins that he had done. He will surely live. He will
not die. But the people of Israel still say: ‘What the LORD does is
not fair.’ O people of Israel, I am fair. It is what you do that is not
fair.
“So, I will judge you, O people of Israel. I will judge each person by
what he does,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One. “Change
your hearts. Stop all of your sinning. Then sin will not bring
your ruin. Get rid of all the sins you have done. And, get a new
heart for yourselves, and a new way to think. Why do you want
to die, you people of Israel? I don’t want anyone to die. So,
change your hearts and lives, so that you may live.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The people of Jerusalem were hiding behind the proverb that
said, “The father hath eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are
set on edge”(v. 2, KJV). Israel was saying Jerusalem was suffering
from the sins of their fathers. While there are cumulative outward
consequences of sin, each person is accountable for their own sin (v.
4). “This is a lesson of accountability and responsibility. The people
of Jerusalem would be punished for their sin. Lord, I will not blame

my life or any misfortune on my parents. I am responsible for my life
and what I make of it. Forgive me for any sin I commit, and give me
strength to live above any consequences that come from my sin.
Help me be victorious because I want to live above sin. I want to
serve You in holiness.

God says each person must stand on his own before Him. “If a
man is just and does what is lawful . . . nor lifted up his eyes to the
idols . . . nor defiled his neighbor’s wife, . . . not oppressed any . . . if he
has walked in My statutes and kept My judgments . . . he shall surely
live” (vs. 5-9). God wanted a man to live for Him from the innermost
part of his being that came from a new heart and a new spirit. Lord,

search me thoroughly (Ps. 139:23, 24) to find my hypocrisy or
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ignorant sin. Forgive me when I don’t walk uprightly. Keep me from
intentional sin, and make me pure.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A SONG OF SORROW FOR ISRAEL’S SINS
Ezekiel 19
“Sing a funeral song for the leader of Israel, saying,
‘Your mother was like a female lion.
She lay down among the young lions;
She had many cubs.
She brought up one of her cubs
And, he became a strong lion.
He learned to tear the animals that he hunted
And, he ate people.
The nations heard about him;
He was trapped in their pit.
And, they brought him with hooks
to the land of Egypt.
“‘The mother lion waited and saw
that there was no hope for her cub.
So, she took another one of her cubs
and made him a strong lion, too.
This cub roamed among the lions;
He was now a strong lion.
He learned to tear the animals that he hunted, too;
And, he ate people.
He destroyed their strong places;
He destroyed their cities.
The land and everything in it
were terrified by the sound of his roar.
Then the nations came against him
from areas all around.
And, they spread their net over him;
He was trapped in their pit.
Then they put him into a cage with chains.
And, they brought him to the king of Babylon.
They put him into prison.
Then his roar could not be heard again
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on the mountains of Israel.
“‘Your mother was like a vine in your vineyard.
It was planted beside the water.
The vine had many branches and gave much fruit,
because there was plenty of water.
The vine had strong branches;
They were good enough for a king’s scepter.
The vine became tall
among the thick branches.
And it was seen because it was tall
with many branches.
But it was pulled up by its roots in anger;
It was thrown down to the ground.
The east wind dried it up;
Its fruit was torn off.
It strong branches were broken off;
They were burned up.
Now the vine is planted in the desert
in a dry and thirsty land.
And fire has spread from the vine’s main branch;
It has destroyed its fruit.
There is not a strong branch left on it
that could become a scepter for a king.’
This is a funeral song. It is to be used as a funeral song.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel sings a lament of sadness over God’s people. They are
likened to 2 young treacherous lions, i.e., Johoahaz and Jehoiachin,
just as treacherous; they were dumb. Jehoahaz was devious, so he
was led prisoner to Riblah in Egypt with a ring in his nose (2 Kings
23:33). Jehoiachin was taken prisoner to Babylon for 37 years (2
Kings 24:14). Lord, I want to have pure inward motives. Make me

truthful and honest in all things. Keep me from being cruel to people
and deceitful in dealings with others.
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God’s people are pictured as a fruitful vine (vs. 10-14), and was
exalted by the nations. She was “plucked up in fury” (v. 12), i.e.,
“pulled up by the roots.” This is a picture of God’s destruction. “Her
strong roots were broken” (v. 12) is a reference to the kings of Judah.
There will be no king over God’s people until Jesus returns to rule
Israel during the coming Kingdom, when He shall rule with a rod of
iron (Rev. 19:15). Lord, I look forward to the return of Jesus to sit on

the throne of David to rule Israel with a rod of iron. Now come sit on
the throne of my heart, rule me from the inside, so outwardly I’ll be a
testimony for You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ISRAEL REBELLED AGAINST GOD
Ezekiel 20
It was the 7th year, in the 5th month of our captivity. It was on the 10th
day of the month. (August 14, 591 B.C.) Some of the elders of
Israel came to seek revelation from the LORD. They sat down in
front of me.
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, speak to the
elders of Israel saying: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: Did you come to ask Me questions? As surely as I
live, I will not let you ask Me questions.’
“Will you judge them? Will you judge them, O son of man? Let them
know the disgusting things that their ancestors did. Tell them:
‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I chose Israel
and made a promise to the descendants of the people of Jacob.
At that time, I made Myself known to them in Egypt. I promised
them, “I am the Eternal One, the LORD.” At that time, I promised
them that I would bring them out of Egypt. I promised to bring
them into a land that I had chosen for them. This is a land
where much food grows. It is the best of all lands. I said to
them, “Each one of you must throw away the disgusting idols
which you have set your eyes on. Don't make yourselves
unclean with the idols of Egypt. I am the Eternal One, the LORD,
your God.”
“‘But they turned against Me and refused to listen to Me. They did not
throw away the disgusting idols which they saw and liked. They
did not leave the idols of Egypt. Then I decided to pour out My
anger against them in the land of Egypt. However, I acted to
show who I am. I did not permit Myself to be dishonored in front
of the nations where the Israelites lived. I made Myself known
to the Israelites. I did this by bringing them out of Egypt while
the nations were watching. So, I brought them out of Egypt and
took them into the desert. I gave them My rules. I told them
about My laws. If a person obeys them, then he will live. I also
gave them My Sabbaths. They were to be a sign between us.
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\20 EZEKIEL 20.docx

Page 1 of 5

Then they would know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. I
make them holy.
“‘But, the people of Israel turned against Me in the desert. They did
not follow My rules. They rejected My laws. But if a person
obeys them, then he will live. They dishonored My Sabbaths.
Then I decided to pour out My anger against them and destroy
them in the desert. Nevertheless, I acted for the sake of My
Name. I did not permit it to be dishonored in front of the
nations. As the nations watched, I had brought the Israelites
out of Egypt. However, in the desert, I had to make another
promise to the Israelites. I had to promise that I would not
bring them into the land which I had given them. It is a land
where much food grows. It is the best of all the lands. This is
because they rejected My laws. They did not follow my rules.
They dishonored My Sabbaths. They would rather worship their
idols. But I had pity on them. I did not destroy them. I did not put
an end to them in the desert. I said to their children in the
desert, ‘Don't live by the rules of your ancestors. Don't obey
their laws. Don’t make yourselves unclean with their idols. I am
the Eternal One, the LORD your God. Live by My rules. Obey My
laws and do them. Keep My Sabbaths holy. They will be a sign
between Me and you. Then you will know that I am the Eternal
One, the LORD your God.”
“‘But the people turned against Me. If a person obeys My laws, he will
live. But they did not live by My rules. They were not careful to
obey My laws. They dishonored My Sabbaths. So, I decided to
pour out My anger against them. I decided to carry out My
anger against them in the desert. Yet I held back My anger. I
acted for the sake of My Name. Then My Name would not be
dishonored, while the nations watched. As the nations
watched, I had brought the Israelites out from Egypt. Also, in
the desert, I had to make a promise to the Israelites. I had to
promise to scatter them among the nations and spread them
among the countries. This is because they did not obey My
laws. They had rejected My rules and dishonored My Sabbaths.
And, they worshiped the idols of their ancestors. I also
permitted them to follow rules that were not good. And, they
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followed laws that they could not live by. I allowed the
Israelites to make themselves unclean by the gifts they
brought to their false gods. They sacrificed their oldest
children in the fire. This is how I shocked them, so that they
would know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.’
“So, O son of man, speak to the people of Israel. Tell them, ‘This is
what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Your ancestors spoke
against Me by being unfaithful to Me in this way. I had brought
them into the land that I promised to give them. They saw every
high hill and every leafy tree. They offered their sacrifices to
false gods there. They brought offerings that made Me angry.
There, also, they burned their incense. There they poured out
their drink-offerings. Then I said to them: What is this place
where you go to worship false gods?’”
“So, say to the people of Israel: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: Will you make yourselves unclean as your ancestors
did? Will you be unfaithful and desire their disgusting idols?
You offer your children as gifts to the false gods. You sacrifice
them in the fire. You make yourselves unclean with all your
idols even today. So, people of Israel, should I permit you to ask
Me questions? As surely as I live,’ says the LORD God, the
Eternal One, ‘I will not accept questions from you.
“‘What you want will not come true. You say, ‘We want to be like the
other nations and the people in other lands. We want to
worship idols which are made of wood and stone.’”
GOD’S JUDGMENT AND FORGIVENESS
“As surely as I live,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One, “I will rule you.
I will rule you with My great power and strength and anger. I
will bring you out from the foreign nations. I will gather you
from the lands where you are scattered. I will do this with My
great power and strength and anger. I will bring you among the
nations as I brought your ancestors into the desert with Moses.
There I will judge you face to face. I will judge you face to face.
I will judge you the same way I judged your ancestors. That
was in the desert of the land of Egypt. So, I will judge you,” says
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the LORD God, the Eternal One. “I will take control of you. I will
punish you by My covenant. I will get rid of those who refuse to
obey Me and who turn against Me. I will bring them out of the
land where they are now living. But they will never enter the
land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: O people of Israel,
go serve your idols for now. But later you will listen to Me. You
will not continue to dishonor My holy Name with your gifts and
false gods. My holy mountain is the high mountain of Israel.
There all the people of Israel will serve Me in the land,” says
the LORD God, the Eternal One. “There I will accept you. There I
will look for your offerings. I will look for the first harvest of
your offerings and all your holy gifts. I will accept you like a
pleasing smell. This will happen when I bring you out from the
foreign nations. It will take place when I gather you from the
lands where you are scattered. Then, through you, I will show
how holy I am. The nations will see it. When I bring you into the
land of Israel, you will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.
I will bring you into the land that I promised your ancestors.
There you will remember everything that you did that made you
unclean. Then you will hate yourselves for all the evil things
you have done. I will deal with you to show who I am. Then you
will know I am the Eternal One, the LORD, O people of Israel. But
it is not because of your evil ways or unclean actions,’” says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
THE PROPHECY AGAINST THE SOUTH
Now the LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, look toward
the south. Prophesy against the south. Prophesy against the
forest of the southern area. Say to that forest: ‘Hear the word of
the LORD.’ This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: ‘I am
ready to start a fire in you. The fire will destroy all of your green
trees and all of your dry trees. The flame that burns will not be
put out. All of the land—from south to north—will be burned by
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\20 EZEKIEL 20.docx

Page 4 of 5

the fire. Then all the people will see that I, the Eternal One, the
LORD, have started the fire. It will not be put out.’”
Then I said, “Ah, LORD God, the Eternal One, the people are saying
about me: ‘He is only telling stories.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Again, the elders come to Ezekiel to inquire of God (previous
14:1, now v. 1). The phrase “set before me” meant they went to a
prophet to inquire of God. But God who knows all hearts, saw their
insincerity, “I will not be inquired of by you” (v. 3). Is this a picture
why God doesn’t answer our prayers? God sees our sins, or our
insincerity, or our hypocrisy, and refuses to answer us. “The Lord
does not hear sinners” (John 9:31). Lord, forgive all my sin so I can

pray effectively. Lord, I have ignorant sin, and sometimes my doubtful
heart hides my sin from view. Forgive me all sin. Sometimes I don’t
think You hear my prayers, and You turn a deaf ear. Hear me, O Lord,
when I cry (Jer. 33:3).

God is known by those who want to know Him. He said, “I made
myself known to Israel” (v. 9). This is a picture of God’s triumphant
victory over the gods of Egypt. Lord, I want to know You; show me Your

majesty and glory so I can worship You in a greater way. Show me
Your love and kindness, so I can know You intimately. Show me Your
forgiveness and grace so I can praise Your eternal compassionate
nature.
Amen.

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\20 EZEKIEL 20.docx

Page 5 of 5

SCRIPTURE
THE SWORDS OF JUDGMENT
Ezekiel 21
Then the LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, look
toward Jerusalem and speak against their Holy Place.
Prophesy against the land of Israel. Say to Israel: ‘This is what
the LORD says: I am against you. I will pull My sword out of its
holder. I will separate you from both evil people and those who
do right. I am going to separate the evil ones and those who do
right. So, My sword will come out from its holder. And, it will
come against all people—from south to north. Then all people
will know that I, the LORD, have pulled My sword out from its
holder. My sword will not go back in again.’
“So, O son of man, groan with breaking heart and great sadness. Make
these sad sounds in front of the people. They will ask you, ‘Why
do you make these sad sounds?’ Then you will say, ‘Because of
the news that is coming. Every heart will melt with fear. All
hands will become weak. Everyone will be afraid. All knees will
become as weak as water. Look, it is coming. It will happen,’”
says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, prophesy and
say, ‘This is what the LORD says:
A sword, a sword,
make it sharp and polished.
It is made sharp for the killing;
It is polished to flash like lightning.
“‘You are not happy
about this horrible punishment by the sword.
But My son, Judah, you did not change when you were only beaten
with a rod.
The sword should be polished;
The sword is meant to be held in the hand.
It is made sharp and polished;.
It is made ready for the hand of the killer.
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Shout and yell, O son of man,
This is because the sword is against My people;
It is against all the rulers of Israel.
They will be killed by the sword,
along with My people;
So, beat your chest in sadness.
“‘The test will come,
and Judah who is hated by the armies of Babylon
will not last,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“So, O son of man, prophesy,
and clap your hands.
Let the sword hit
2 or 3 times.
It is the sword for killing.
It is the sword for much killing;
This sword surrounds the people;
Their hearts will melt with fear,
And, many people will die;
I have placed the killing sword at all their gates.
O the sword is made to flash like lightning;
It is held up, ready for killing.
O sword, cut on the right side
Then cut on the left side;
Cut anywhere your blade is turned.
I will also clap My hands
Then My anger will rest.
I, the Eternal one, the LORD, have spoken.”
The LORD spoke His word to me saying:
“O son of man, mark 2 roads that the king of Babylon and his sword
can follow. Both of these roads will start from the same
country. And, make signs where the roads divide and one way
goes toward the city.
“One sign shows the road that he can take with his sword to Rabbah.
It is in the land of the Ammonites. And, the other sign shows the
road that he can take to Judah and Jerusalem. Jerusalem is
protected with strong walls. The king of Babylon will come to
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where the road divides into 2 roads. He will use magic. He will
pick lots with arrows. He will ask questions of his family idols.
He will look at the liver of a sacrificed animal to learn where he
should go. The lots will tell him to go toward his right to
Jerusalem. They will tell him these things: Use logs to break
down the city gates. Shout the battle cry and give the order to
kill. Build a dirt road to the top of the walls and devices to
attack the walls.
“The people of Jerusalem have made agreements with other nations
to help them fight Babylon. So, they will think this prediction is
wrong. But the king of Babylon will remind them of their sin.
And, he will capture them.
“So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: ‘You have shown
how sinful you are by turning against the LORD. Your sins are
seen in all the things that you do. So, you will be taken captive
by the enemy.
“‘You unclean, evil leader of Israel, you will be killed. The time of your
final punishment has come.’ This is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One, says: ‘Take off the turban. Take off the crown.
Things will change. Those who are important now will be made
unimportant. And, those who are unimportant now will be made
important.
“‘A ruin, a ruin. I will make it a ruin. This place will not be re-built until
the one comes who has a right to be king. Then I will give it to
him.’
“And you, O son of man, prophesy and say: ‘This is what the LORD God,
the Eternal One, says about the people of Ammon and their
insults:
A sword, a sword
is pulled out of its holder.
It is polished to kill and destroy;
It will flash like lightning.
Prophets see false visions about you
and prophesy lies about you.
The sword will be put on the necks
of those evil people who are to be killed.
Their day has come;
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The time of your final punishment has come.
Put the sword back in its holder;
I will judge you in the place where you were created.
I will judge you in the land where you were born,
I will pour out My anger against you;
I will breathe on you with the fire of My anger;
I will hand you over to cruel men
who are skilled in destruction.
You will be like fuel for the fire;
You will die in the land.
You will not be remembered,
I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have spoken.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God tells Ezekiel, “Cry and wail.” This version translate it, “Cry
and yell.” This is not a time for mirth and joyfulness. God will judge
His people, and all should be sad. We should ever gloat when a
sinner is punished, and that goes double when God punishes a saved
person. We should weep and shed tears in embarrassment. Lord, I

will not rejoice when You punish any wicked person. I will pray for
Your blessing on their life and for their salvation. The Lord

commands me to “love your enemies . . . pray for them which
despitefully use you” (Luke 6:27, 28). So Lord, I will prosper as I pray

for those who are Your enemies.

The picture of “remove the diadem, and take off the crown” (v.
26, KJV) is God removing the high priest from the office, and the
crown is a reference of God removing the king from the throne. The
kingdom of Israel will never be fully restored. There will be high
priests, and kings i.e., Caiaphas and Herod during the time of Jesus;
but they will not be God’s anointed servants in those offices. Lord,

Jesus is my High Priest who makes intercession for me (Heb. 7:25)
and Jesus is the King who sits on the throne of my life.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM IS GUILTY OF SIN
Ezekiel 22
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “And you, O son of man, will
you judge? Will you judge the city of murderers? Then tell her
about all her disgusting deeds. You will say: ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You are a city that kills those
who come to live there. You make yourself unclean by making
idols. You have become guilty of murder. And, you have become
unclean by your idols which you have made. So, you have
brought your time of punishment near. You have come to the
end of your years. So, I have made you a thing of shame to the
nations. All lands will laugh at you. Those near and those far
away will laugh at you. You will have a bad name. You will be
full of confusion.
“‘O Jerusalem, see how each ruler of Israel in you has been trying to
kill people. The people in you hate their fathers and mothers.
They mistreat the foreigners in you. They wrong the orphans
and widows in you. You hate My holy things. You dishonor My
Sabbaths. The men in you tell lies to cause the death of others.
The people in you eat food offered to idols at the mountain
places of worship. They commit sexual sins in you. The people
in you have sex with their fathers’ wives. The men among you
have sex with women who are unclean, during their time of
monthly bleeding. One person among you does a disgusting
act with his neighbor’s wife. Another has shamefully made his
daughter-in-law unclean sexually. And another man forces his
half-sister to have sex with him. The people among you take
money to kill people. You take unfair interest and profits. You
make profits by mistreating your neighbor. And, you have
forgotten Me,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“So, with My fists, I will hit you who have stolen money and you who
have murdered people. Will you still be brave and strong when
I punish you? I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have spoken, and I
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will act. I will scatter you through the countries. I will get rid of
your uncleanness. But you, yourself, will be dishonored in the
sight of the nations. Then you will know that I am the LORD.”
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, the people of
Israel have become useless to Me—like scum. They are like
the copper, the tin, the iron and the lead which has been left
inside the furnace. These things are left when silver is being
purified by melting. So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: ‘You have become useless like scum. I am going to
gather you into Jerusalem. People gather silver, copper, iron,
lead and tin into a furnace. Then they melt it in a blazing fire. In
the same way, I will gather you in My hot anger. I will put you in
Jerusalem and melt you. I will gather you. And, I will make you
feel the heat of My anger. You will be melted in the fire. Silver is
melted in the furnace. In the same way, you will be melted in
the city. Then you will know that I, the Eternal One, the LORD,
have poured out My anger against you.’”
The LORD spoke His word to me saying: “O son of man, say to the land,
‘You are a land that has not had rain or showers in a day of
anger.’ Israel’s rulers make evil plans. They are like a roaring
lion that tears the animal that it has caught. They have
destroyed lives. They have taken treasures and valuable
things. They have caused many women to become widows.
Israel’s priests do cruel things to My teachings. They do not
honor My holy things. They make no difference between holy
and unholy things. They teach that there is no difference
between clean and unclean things. They do not observe My
Sabbaths. So, I am dishonored by them. Jerusalem’s leaders
are like wolves tearing a dead animal. They have killed people
for profit. And, the so-called ‘prophets’ try to cover this up by
false visions and by lying. They say, ‘This is what the LORD God,
the Eternal One, says,’ when the LORD has not spoken.
The people cheat others. They steal. They hurt people who are poor
and needy. They cheat foreigners and don’t treat them fairly.
“I looked for someone to build up the walls. I looked for someone to
stand in front of Me where the walls are broken, to defend
these people. Then I would not have to destroy them. However, I
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did not find anyone. So, I will let them see My anger. I will
destroy them with an anger that is like fire. This is because of
all the things they have done,” says the LORD God, the Eternal
One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Jerusalem is again condemned. Some readers today may ask,
“Why does Ezekiel keep repeating this theme?” Because there are
different messages that Ezekiel actually preached against Israel.
They are evidence that God loved His people and wanted them to
repent. Lord, Your written Word is a continuing message for people to

repent and turn to You, but they will not. So I pray for the unsaved to
have “eyes to see” so they will realize their sin and turn to You.
There were two primary sins committed by Israel. First, was
idolatry, “Defiled yourself in thine idols which you have made” (v.
20:7). These idols were not bought at a store, nor were they given as a
gift. It takes purpose and skill to make idols and they represent the
people knew what they were doing; they consciously rebelled
against God. Lord, may I never consciously sin against You. Keep me

close to You so I won’t sin.

Their second sin was sexual deviation. As you read vs. 9-11, it
seems their sexual sins were too gross to describe in Scripture.
Israel was consciously sinning against God. A sexual sin shows
people despised the highest form that God created, i.e., the human
body. Lord, keep me sexually pure in thought and desire; then I’ll be

sexually pure in my physical body.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
SAMARIA AND JERUSALEM, THE SINFUL SISTERS
Ezekiel 23
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, a woman had 2
daughters. While they were young, they went to Egypt and
became whores. They permitted men to touch and hold their
breasts. The older girl was named Oholah, and her sister was
named Oholibah. They were mine, and they had sons and
daughters. Oholah is Samaria. And, Oholibah is Jerusalem.
“Samaria abandoned Me. She went to her lover, Assyria. The
Assyrians were warriors. They wore blue uniforms. And, all of
them—governors, commanders and horsemen—were
handsome. Samaria became a whore for all the important men
in Assyria. And, she made herself unclean with all the idols of
everyone she desired. She continued the prostitution that she
began in Egypt. When she was young, she slept with men. They
touched her breasts, and they had sex with her.
“So, I gave her to her lovers, the Assyrians, that she wanted so badly.
They stripped her naked and took away her sons and
daughters. Then they killed her with a sword. Women
everywhere began talking about how she had been punished.
“Her sister Jerusalem saw what happened to Samaria. And so,
Jerusalem became worse than her sister in her sexual desire
and prostitution. She also desired the Assyrians. All of them—
governors, commanders, warriors dressed in uniform, and
horsemen—were handsome. I saw that both girls were alike.
Both of them were whores.
“But Jerusalem went even further. She saw carvings of Babylonian
men on a wall. They wore red uniforms, and they had belts
around their waists. They wore turbans on their heads. They all
looked like chariot officers born in Babylonia. When she saw
them, she wanted to have sex with them. So, she sent
messengers to them in Babylonia. So, these Babylonian men
came and had sex with her. They made her unclean. After that,
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she became sick of them. But she continued her prostitution,
so that everyone knew about it. And, I finally became sick of
her, as I had her sister. But she remembered how she was a
young whore in Egypt. So, she took part in even more
prostitution. She wanted men who behaved like animals in
their sexual desire. In the same way, you desired to do the
sinful things that you had done in Egypt. There men touched
and held your young breasts.
“So, O Jerusalem, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You
have become tired of your lovers. So now, I will make them
angry with you. And, they will surround you. Men from Babylon
and all Babylonia and men from Pekod, Shoa, and Koa will
come against you. They are governors, commanders, chariot
drivers, and important men. All of them are riding horses.
Those men will come with great armies. They will come with
their weapons, chariots, and wagons. They will surround you
with large and small shields and with helmets. So, I will hand
you over to them for punishment, and they will punish you with
their own kind of punishment. Then you will see how strong My
anger can be. They will punish you in their anger. They will cut
off your noses and ears. They will take away your sons and
daughters. Those who are remain will be burned. They will take
off your clothes and steal your jewelry. I will put a stop to the
sinful life that you began when you were in Egypt. You will not
desire those things anymore. And, you will not remember Egypt
anymore.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You became sick of
your lovers, but I am giving you over to those men you now
hate. They will treat you with hate and take away everything
you worked for. They will leave you empty and naked. Everyone
will know about the sinful things you did. Your sexual sins have
brought this upon you. You have made yourselves unclean by
worshiping their idols. You did the same things your sister did.
So, you will get the same punishment.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You will drink the
same cup that your sister drank,
And, that cup is deep and wide.
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Everyone will make fun of you
because the cup is full.
It will make you miserable and drunk;
It is the cup of fear and ruin.
It is the cup of your sister, O Samaria,
You will drink everything in it.
Then you will smash it
and tear at your breasts.
I have spoken,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You have
forgotten Me and turned your back to Me. So, you will be
punished for your sexual sins.”
JUDGMENT OF THE TWO SISTERS
The LORD said to me: “O son of man, will you judge Samaria and
Jerusalem? Then show them their disgusting deeds. They are
guilty of adultery and murder. They have taken part in adultery
with their idols. They even offered their children as sacrifices
in the fire. They were to be food for these idols. They have also
done this to Me: They made My temple unclean at the same
time that they dishonored My Sabbaths. They offered their
children to their idols. Then they entered My temple at that
very time to dishonor it. That is what they did inside My house.
“They even sent for men from far away. A messenger was sent to
them, and they came. The 2 sisters bathed themselves for
them, painted their eyes, and put on jewelry. They sat on a fine
bed with a table set in front of it. They put My incense and My
olive oil on the table.
“There was the noise of a reckless crowd in the city. Common people
gathered, and drunkards were brought from the desert. They
put bracelets on the hands of the 2 sisters. And they put
beautiful crowns on their heads. Then I said about the one who
was worn out by her acts of adultery, ‘Let them continue their
sexual sins with her. She is nothing but a whore.’
“They kept going to her as they would go to a whore. So, they
continued to go to Oholah (which was Samaria) and Oholibah
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(which was Jerusalem). These were the shameful women. But
men who do right will judge them as they judge women who
take part in adultery. And, they will judge them as they judge
women who murder people. This is because Samaria and
Jerusalem are guilty of adultery and murder.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Bring together a
mob against Samaria and Jerusalem. And, hand them over to be
terrorized and robbed. Let the mob kill them by throwing stones
at them. Let the mob cut them down with their swords. Let them
kill their sons and daughters and burn their houses with fire.
“So, I will put an end to sexual sins in the land. Then all women will be
warned. And, they will not do the sexual sins that you have
done. You will be punished for your sexual sins and the sin of
worshiping idols. Then you will know that I am the LORD God,
the Eternal One.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
God hates the spiritual adulteries of His people with the world.
In this chapter is a picture of God’s people giving themselves to the
nations around them in spiritual adultery when they worship the
gods (idols) of the heathen. God accuses them, “As soon as she saw
them with her eyes, she doted on them and sent messengers to them”
(v. 16, KJV). The phrase, “She doted on them” is translated in this
version, “She wanted to have sex with them.” Doesn’t sin usually get
to us through the eyes? We want the illicit things we see with our
eyes. Lord, keep my eyes from looking on sin to desire it. When I

happen to see sin, make me look away and forget what I saw. Keep
me pure in eyes and heart so that I may be pure in my body.

What will Israel’s lovers do? God says, “They will deal with
your hate—fully” (v. 29). Have you ever noticed that the thing you
love will eventually hate you and destroy you? The youth loves his
alcohol, but it will destroy his will power and body with hatred. The
one who loves promiscuous sex will end up with a sexual disease
that hates his physical life. Lord, give me a hatred for sin before it

hates me and destroys me. Give me a passionate desire for purity of
mind and body
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Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE RUSTY BOILING POT
Ezekiel 24
The LORD spoke His word to me. In the 9th year, the 10th month, 10th
day of our captivity. (January 15, 588 B.C.) He said: “O son of
man, write down for yourself this date, this very date. The king
of Babylon has surrounded Jerusalem this very day. And, tell a
story to the people who refuse to obey Me. Tell them: ‘This is
what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says:
Put on the pot. Put it on
And, pour water in it.
Put in the pieces of meat;
Put in the best pieces—the legs and the shoulders.
Fill it with the best bones;
Take the best of the flock.
Pile wood under the pot;
Boil the pieces of meat
until even the bones are cooked.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: How terrible it will
be for the city of murderers,
How terrible it will be for the rusty pot;
Its rust will not go away.
Take the meat out of it, piece by piece;
Don’t choose any special piece.
“‘The blood from her killings is still in the city;
She poured the blood on the bare rock.
She did not pour it on the ground
where dust would cover it.
To stir up My anger and revenge,
I put the blood that she spilled on the bare rock
So, it will not be covered.
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says:
How terrible it will be for the city of murderers;
I will also pile the wood high for burning.
Pile up the wood
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and light the fire.
Finish cooking the meat;
Mix in the spices
And let the bones burn.
Then set the empty pot on the coals;
It will become hot, and its copper sides will glow.
The dirty scum stuck inside it may then melt
and its rust burn away.
But efforts to clean the pot have failed;
Its heavy rust cannot be removed,
even in the fire.
“‘In your sinful action there is shame. I wanted to cleanse you, but you
are still unclean. You will never be cleansed from your sin until
My anger against you is carried out.
“‘I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have spoken. The time has come for Me
to act. I will not hold back punishment. I will not feel pity. I will
judge you by your own ways and actions,’” says the LORD God,
the Eternal One.
EZEKIEL’S WIFE DIES
Then the LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, I am going
to take away your wife from you. She is the desire of your eyes.
She will die suddenly. But you must not be sad or cry loudly for
her. You must not shed any tears. Groan silently. Do not cry
loudly for the dead. Tie on your turban, and put your sandals on
your feet. Do not cover your face. And, do not eat the food that
people eat when they are sad about a death.”
So, I spoke to the people in the morning. Then my wife died in the
evening. The next morning, I did as I had been commanded.
Then the people asked me, “Tell us, what do the things that you are
doing mean for us?”
Then I said to them, “The LORD spoke His word to me. He said,
‘Say to the people of Israel: This is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One, says: I am going to dishonor My temple. You think it
gives you strength. You are proud of it. You love to look at it. It
makes you happy. But your sons and daughters that you left
behind in Jerusalem will fall dead by the sword. And, you will do
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as I have done. You will not cover your face. You will not eat the
food that people eat when they are sad about a death. Your
turbans will be on your heads. And, your sandals will be on your
feet. You will not cry loudly. But you will rot away in your sins.
You will groan to each other. So, Ezekiel will be a sign for you.
You will do all the same things he did. When it happens, you
will know that I am the LORD God, the Eternal One.’
“And as for you, O son of man, this is how it will be. I will take away the
temple that gives them strength. It makes them happy and
proud. They love to look at it. It makes them happy. And, I will
take away their sons and daughters, too. At that time, the
person who escapes will come to you. He will have information
for you to hear.
At that time, your mouth will be opened. You will speak and be silent
no more. So, you will be a sign for them. Then they will know
that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
On the very day that Nebuchadnezzar set the siege against
Jerusalem, Ezekiel prepared a stew pot with water and meat, symbolic
of the people in Jerusalem that will be cooked “to death.” Have you
noticed that God’s timing is impeccable? He’s not late or early. The
Psalmist tells us, “My times are in Your hand” (Ps. 31:15). Lord, I will

watch my time and not waste it. I will redeem the time (Eph. 5:16) so I
can do more for You than some who waste time. Thank You for the gift
of time. When I give my time to You, use it for Your glory.

When God took away, “the desire of your eyes” (v. 16), which is
his wife, he was not to show the normal signs of mourning and grief.
He didn’t even eat the bread that neighbors brought into him. Lord,

prepare us when a loved one or friend dies. May we mourn properly,
but also, may we glorify You in the hour of their death.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
PROPHECY AGAINST THE AMMONITES
Ezekiel 25
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, look toward the
people of Ammon and prophesy against them. Say to them,
‘Hear the word of the LORD God, the Eternal One. This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One says: You were glad when My temple
was dishonored. You were glad when the land of Israel was
ruined. And, you were glad when the people of Judah were
taken away as captives. So, I am going to give you to the
people of the East. They will set up their camps among you.
They will eat your fruit and drink your milk. And, I will make the
city of Rabbah a pasture for camels. And, the land of Ammon
will become a resting place for sheep. Then you will know that
I am the Eternal One, the LORD.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: You clapped your
hands and stamped your feet. You were happy about all the
insults that you have made against the land of Israel. So, I will
use My power against you. I will give you over to the nations as
if you were valuables taken in war. I will wipe you out of the
lands, so that you will no longer even be a nation. I will destroy
you. And you will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.’”
JUDGMENT AGAINST MOAB
This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: “Moab and Edom say:
‘The people of Judah are like all the other nations.’ So, I am
going to take away the cities that protect Moab’s borders. They
are the best cities in that land. They are Beth-Jeshimoth, BaalMeon, and Kiriathaim. Then I will give Moab, along with the
Ammonites, to the people of the East. They will take over these
people. Then, along with the Ammonites, Moab will not even be
a nation anymore. So, I will punish the people of Moab, and
they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.”
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VENGEANCE UPON EDOM
This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: “Edom took revenge
on the people of Judah. And, the Edomites became guilty
because of it. So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One
says: I will use My power against Edom, I will kill every man and
animal in Edom. And, I will destroy Edom all the way from
Teman to Dedan. The Edomites will die in battle. I will take
revenge on Edom through My people, Israel. So, the Israelites
will do to Edom what My hot anger demands. Then the
Edomites will know My revenge,” says the LORD GOD, the Eternal
One.
PUNISHMENT OF THE PHILISTINES
This is what the LORD GOD, the Eternal One says: “The Philistines have
taken revenge with hateful hearts. Because of their strong
hatred, they have tried to destroy Judah. So, this is what the
LORD, the Eternal One says: I will use My power against the
Philistines. I will remove the Cherethites. I will destroy those
people who are still alive on the coast of the Mediterranean
Sea. I will punish them in My anger until they have had enough.
They will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD, when I
punish them.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
The Ammonites lived on the other side of the Jordan River,
northeast of Jerusalem. They came from the incestuous relationship
between Lot and a daughter (Gen. 19:38). The Ammonites always had
animosity to Israel and waged several wars against God’s people.
When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, the Ammonites grabbed
whatever territory they could from Israel. Ezekiel announces
judgment against the Ammonites (v. 1-7), then Ammon “shall know
that I am the LORD” (v. 7). Lord, old family hatreds seem to never die;

give me love for all my family. May I forgive the sins of family to me,
as You forgive my sins and trespasses (Matt. 6:12).
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Moab also lived on the other side of the Jordan. They, like
Ammon, came from the incestuous relationship between Lot and
another daughter (Gen. 19:36-37). They constantly fought Israel and
would not recognize God’s special covenant with Israel.
Nebuchadnezzar conquered both Ammon and Moab five years after
destroying Jerusalem. Lord, families seem to fight over position and

relationships. I will love and pray for all my family. I will not glory
over earthly relationships, but I will rejoice in my relationship with
You.

Edomites were descendants of Esau, Jacob’s twin brother.
Edom was located south of the Dead Sea in a mountainous terrain
that seemed unconquerable to invaders. Edom always hated Israel;
probably going back to Jacob’s tricking Esau out of the birthright and
blessing (Gen. 26-27). The LORD says of Edom, he will “take
vengeance” (v. 12) which means, “revenging with revenge.” Lord, may

I not hate any family, and I forgive those who hate me. I pray for all
my family. Bless them. Save them. Use me as a testimony to win
them to Christ.
The Philistines came from Mizraim, the son of Ham (Gen. 10:13,
14). They originally settled in the Aegean Sea region, but moved and
conquered southern Israel. They were always hostile to Israel.
Notice the Philistines; “have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart,
to destroy it for old hatred” (v. 15, KJV). Lord, I pray for any old

enemies I have. Help me be a testimony of love and forgiveness. I
pray for their salvation. Bless them and use me to bring Your love
into their life.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
TYRE WILL BE DESTROYED
Ezekiel 26
It was the 11th year, on the 1st day of the month of our captivity (April 23,
587 B.C.) when the LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of
man, the city of Tyre has spoken against Jerusalem: ‘The city
that traded with the nations is destroyed. Now we can be the
trading center. The city of Jerusalem is ruined. Now we can
make money.’
“So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: I am against you,
O Tyre. I will bring many nations against you. They will come
like the sea, beating its waves on your island shores. They will
destroy the walls of Tyre and pull down her towers. I will also
scrape away her ruins. I will make Tyre a bare rock. Tyre will
only be an island where fishermen dry their nets. I have
spoken, says the LORD, the Eternal One. The nations will steal
valuable things from Tyre. Also, her villages on the shore
across from the island will be destroyed by war. Then they will
know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: I will bring a king
from the north against Tyre. He is Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, the greatest king. He will bring horses, chariots,
horsemen, and a great army. He will fight a battle and destroy
your villages on the shore across from the island. He will set
up devices to attack you. He will build a road of earth to the top
of the walls. He will raise his shields against you. He will bring
logs to ram through your city walls. And, he will break down
your towers with his iron bars. His horses will be so many that
they will cover you with their dust. Your walls will shake at the
noise of horsemen, wagons, and chariots. The king of Babylon
will enter your city gates. He will enter as men enter a city
where the walls are broken through. The hoofs of his horses
will run over your streets. He will kill your people with the
sword. Your strong pillars will fall down to the ground. Also,
his men will take away your riches. They will steal the things
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that you sell. They will break down your walls and destroy your
nice houses. They will throw your stones, wood, and trash into
the sea. So, I will stop your songs. The music of your harps will
not be heard anymore. I will make you a bare rock. You will
only be a place for the drying of fishing nets. You will not be
built again. This is because I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have
spoken,” says the LORD God.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says to Tyre: The people
who live along the seacoast will shake with fear when they
hear of your defeat. Those of you who are injured and dying
will groan. Then all the leaders of the seacoast will come down
from their thrones. They will take off their beautiful
needlework clothes. They will clothe themselves with fear.
They will sit on the ground. They will shake with fear all the
time. They will be shocked when they see you. They will begin
singing a funeral song about you. They will say to you:
‘O Tyre, you famous city, you have been destroyed;
Seamen once lived in you.
You and your people
Had great power on the high seas;
All the people around you
Were afraid of you.
Now the people who live beside the coast
Will shake with fear on the day you fall.
The islands of the sea
Will be afraid because you have been defeated.’
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: I will make you an
empty city. You will be like the cities that have no people living
in them. I will bring the deep ocean waters over you. The
Mediterranean Sea will cover you. At that time, I will send you
down to the place of the dead. You will join the people who
died long ago. I will make you live with the dead below the
earth among old ruined places, you will not come back from
there. People will never live in you again. Other people will be
afraid of what happened to you. It will be the end of you.
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People will look for you, but they will never find you again,”
says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
The Phoenicians lived north of Israel and were known as a
maritime nation. Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city for 13 years
(585-572) and finally destroyed it. The city was re-built on an island
close to the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. Alexander the Great
built a causeway out to the city to capture it. He threw the debris into
the sea. Today, fishermen’s nets can be seen drying on the rocks of
the causeway. God predicted, “the spreading of the nets in the midst
of the sea.” Lord, I’m amazed at Your accuracy to predict the future.

So I have confidence that what You predict for me after death will
happen. And I know Your prediction of the end times will happen as
You said. Thank You for confidence; it’s good to eliminate my doubts.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
LAMENT OVER TYRE
Ezekiel 27
The LORD spoke His word to me saying, “O son of man, sing a funeral
song for the city of Tyre. Speak to Tyre that is at the entrance to
the Mediterranean Sea. For the people of many lands along the
seacoast, Tyre is a place for trade. ‘This is what the LORD, the
Eternal One says:
O Tyre, you have said,
“I am like a beautiful ship.”
You were at home on the high seas;
Your builders have made your beauty perfect.
Your builders made all your boards
of fir trees from Mount Hermon;
They have taken a cedar tree from Lebanon;
They took it to make a ship’s mast for you.
They made your oars
from oak trees in Bashan.
They made your deck
from cypress trees from the coast of Cyprus;
Your deck has ivory set into it.
Your sail of linen with designs sewed on it came from Egypt;
Your sail became like a flag for you.
Your cloth shades over the deck were blue and purple;
They came from the island of Cyprus.
Men from Sidon and Arvad used oars to row you;
O Tyre, your skilled men were the sailors on your deck.
Workers of Byblos,
They put caulking in your ship’s seams.
All the ships of the sea and their sailors
came alongside to trade with you.
“Men of Persia, Lydia, and Put
were soldiers in your army.
They hung their shields and helmets on your walls;
Their victories made you famous.
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Men of Arvad and Celicia
guarded your city walls all around.
Men of Gammad
were in your watchtowers.
They hung their shields around your walls;
They made your beauty perfect.
Tarshish traded with you for many kinds of things;
They paid for them with silver, iron, tin, and lead.
People of Greece, Tubal, and Meshech traded with you;
They traded slaves and bronze things for the things you sell.
People of Beth-Togarmah traded work horses, war horses, and mules
for the things you sell;
People of Rhodes traded with you, you sold your things on many
coast-lands; they paid you with ivory tusks and valuable black
wood.
Syria traded with you because you had so many good things to sell;
they traded turquoise, purple cloth, and cloth with designs
sowed on; they also traded fine linen, coral, and rubies for the
things you sell.
Judah and Israel traded with you; they paid for the things you sell
with wheat from Minnith; they also paid with honey, olive oil,
and balm.
Damascus traded with you because you have many good things; they
paid for them with wine from Helbon and wool from Zahar.
The Greeks from Uzal traded for the things you sold; they paid with
wrought iron, cassia, and sugar cane for your good things.
Dedan traded saddle blankets to you;
Arabia and all the rulers of Kedar traded with you; they traded lambs,
male sheep, and goats to you.
The traders of Sheba and Raamah traded with you; they paid with all
the best spices, valuable jewels, and gold.
Haran, Canneh, Eden, and the traders of Sheba, Asshur, and Kilmad
traded with you; they paid with the best clothes, blue cloth, and
cloth with designs sewed on; they trade carpets of many colors
and tightly wound ropes.
Trading ships
carried the things you sold.
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You were like a ship full of heavy cargo
in the middle of the sea.
The men who rowed you
brought you out into the high seas
But the east wind has broken you to pieces
in the middle of the sea.
Your wealth, your trade and the things you sell will sink;
Your seamen, your sailors, and your workers will sink.
Your traders, your soldiers,
and everyone else on board
will sink into the sea on the day your ship is wrecked.
The people on the shore will shake with fear
when your sailors cry out.
All the men who row
will leave their ships.
The seamen and the sailors of other ships
will stand on the shore.
They will cry loudly about you;
They will cry very much.
They will throw dust on their heads;
They will roll in ashes to show they are sad.
They will shave their heads for you,
And they will put on sackcloth.
They will cry very much for you;
They will cry loudly.
And in their loud crying
they will sing a funeral song for you.
‘No one like Tyre was ever destroyed,
surrounded by the sea.’
The things you traded went out over the seas;
You met the needs of many nations.
With your great wealth and the things you sold,
you made the kings of the earth rich.
But now you are broken by the sea;
You have sunk to the bottom.
The things you sell and all your people
have gone down with you.
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All those who live along the shore
are shocked by what happened to you.
Their kings are terribly afraid;
Their faces show their fear.
The traders among the nations hiss at you;
You have come to a terrible end
And you are gone forever.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Tyre is pictured as a great commercial ship (v. 1-9) that travels
the waters of the Mediterranean. At the end of the chapter she
shipwrecks (vs. 26-36). Her material riches are lost. Lord, I realize all

material wealth comes from You; thank You for the gift You’ve given
me. I will use all the material resources that you’ve given me for Your
glory. Give me a gracious heart to share, a willing heart to give, and a
thankful heart for the privilege to serve You with my resources.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE KING OF TYRE WILL FALL
Ezekiel 28
The LORD spoke His word to me saying, “O son of man say to the ruler
of Tyre: This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: You are
too proud, and, you say, ‘I am a god;
I sit on the throne of a god
in the middle of the seas.’
“You think you are as wise as a god,
But you are a man, not a god.
You think you are wiser than Daniel;
You think you can find out all secrets.
Through your wisdom and understanding
you have made yourself rich.
You have gained gold and silver,
And you have saved it in your storerooms.
Through your great skill in trading,
you have made your riches grow.
You are too proud
because of your riches.”
So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: “You think you are
wise, like a God,
But I will bring foreign people against you;
They will pull out their swords
and destroy all that your wisdom has built.
They will dishonor your greatness,
And they will kill you.
You will die a terrible death
like those who are killed at sea.
While they are killing you,
you will not be able to say anymore, ‘I am a God’;
You will be only a man, not a god,
when your murderers kill you.
You will die like an unclean person;
Foreigners will kill you.
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A PICTURE OF LUCIFER
I have spoken,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One. The LORD spoke
His word to me, saying, “O son of man, sing a funeral song for
the king of Tyre, saying, ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says:
You were an example of what was perfect;
You were full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
You had a wonderful life
like those in Eden, the garden of God.
Every valuable jewel was on you:
ruby, topaz, and emerald,
yellow quartz, onyx, and jasper,
sapphire, turquoise, and chrysolite.
Your jewelry was made of gold;
It was prepared on the day you were created.
I anointed a cherub to guard you,
I put you on the holy mountain of God;
You walked among the jewels of fire.
Your life was upright and complete;
This was from the day you were created
until evil was found in you.
Because you traded with countries far away,
you learned to be cruel, and you sinned.
So, I threw you down in disgrace from the mountain of God;
And, the living creature who guarded you
forced you out from among the jewels of fire.
You became too proud
because of your beauty.
You ruined your wisdom
because of your greatness.
I threw you down to the ground;
Your example taught a lesson to other kings.
You dishonored your places of worship
through your many sins and dishonest trade.
So, I set your city on fire
And it burned up.
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I turned you into ashes on the ground
for all those watching to see.
All the nations who knew you
are shocked about you.
Your punishment was so terrible
And you are gone forever.’”
THE PROPHECY AGAINST SIDON
The LORD spoke His word to me saying, “O son of man, look toward the
city of Sidon and prophesy against her, saying, ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I am against you, Sidon,
I will show My greatness among you.
Then people will know that I am the LORD,
when I have punished Sidon;
I will show My holiness by defeating her.
I will send diseases to Sidon
and blood will flow in her streets.
Those who are wounded in Sidon will fall dead;
She will be attacked from all sides.
Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. No more will
neighboring nations be like thorny branches or sharp stickers
to hurt the people of Israel. Then they will know that I am the
LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One says: I will gather the
people of Israel from the nations where they are scattered. I
will show My holiness when the nations see what I do to My
people. Then they will live in their own land—the land I gave to
My servant, Jacob. Then they will live safely in the land. They
will build houses and plant vineyards. They will live in peace
after I have punished all the nations around who hate them.
Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD, their
God.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Conservative scholars have three different interpretations for
the King of Tyre described in this chapter. First, some think he is an
actual unknown historical King of Tyre. Others think this is a Near
East poetic image of a fictional evil king. I agree with the third
interpretation that this is a reference to the fall of Lucifer before the
creation of this world. Lucifer was created when all angels were
created in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.” The plural heavens include the three heavens, i.e., the
atmosphere of this earth, the stratosphere of stars and planets, and
the abode of God, including the place itself, the throne, and the
angels who inhabit heaven. Lord, I praise You for Your great majesty
that created a vast majestic heaven.
Lucifer is described as “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty”
(v. 12). Since God is perfect, it’s the only way He could create an
angel, i.e., an incorporeal being who could think, feel, and possess
free choice. Lucifer was the highest in the order of angels, and is
called “the anointed cherub” (v. 14). The word “covereth” (v. 14)
suggests two meanings. Lucifer guarded or protected the throne of
God. Also, as a person’s hair that covers the head gives beauty,
Lucifer gave beauty to God. But, it’s impossible to make God more
beautiful, for God is the originator and embodiment of beauty.
Lucifer had access to “the holy mountain” (v. 14) which
suggests he entered the actual presence of God. Lucifer was closer
to God than any other angel. When it describes Lucifer “walked up
and down in the midst of the stones of fire” (v. 14), it suggests Lucifer
could go where God made decisions. Lucifer was in God’s presence
when God was deciding the rest of creation.
Lucifer is described as “perfect in your ways from the days you
were created” (v. 15). Again, his perfection and creation are
mentioned. Then “iniquity was found in you” (v. 15). Lucifer’s sin was
not an outward transgression of turning to evil things, such as
prohibited in the 10 Commandments. Lucifer’s sin was in the free
choice he was given to worship God, or to follow a selfish urge to
magnify himself and lift himself into God’s place. Sin is not a thing
nor an event; sin is an act or attitude.
Lucifer sinned when he said, “I will ascend into heaven” (Isa.
14:13). Then he said, “I will exalt my throne above the stars (angels)”
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(Isa. 14:13). I will sit in the mount of the congregation (where God sits,
Isa. 14:13). Then Lucifer added two more expressions of pride, “I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds” (get God’s glory) and I will be
like the Most High” (Isa. 14:14), meaning Lucifer wanted God’s
rulership.
Ezekiel concludes, “Iniquity was found in you” (Ezek. 28:15). So
God said, “You sinned; therefore I cast you as a profane thing out”
(Ezek. 28:16). Lord, may I never seek to take Your glory for anything I

do. Keep me humble. Lord, may I never do anything for pride or self
exhaltation. Selfishness is my seat of sin; it is ever with me. Holy
Spirit, enlighten me to any wrong attitude. Help me remember, “Not I
Amen.
but Christ” (Gal. 2:20).

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\28 EZEKIEL 28.docx

Page 5 of 5

SCRIPTURE
THE PROPHECY AGAINST EGYPT
Ezekiel 29
It was the 10th year, in the 10th month of our captivity of the 12th day
(January 7, 587 B.C.). The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O
son of man look toward the king of Egypt, and prophesy against
him and all Egypt. Say: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: I am against you, O king of Egypt,
You are like a great crocodile that lies in the Nile River.
You say, “The Nile is mine;
I made it for myself.”
Nevertheless, I will put hooks in your jaws;
I will make the fish of the Nile stick to your sides.
I will pull you up out of your rivers
with all the fish sticking to your sides.
I will leave you in the desert;
I will separate you and all the fish from your rivers.
You will rot on the open field;
You will not be picked up or buried.
I have given you to the wild animals
And I have given you to the birds of the sky;
Then all the people who live in Egypt will know that I am the
Eternal One, the LORD.
“‘The people of Israel tried to lean on you for help, but you were like a
crutch made out of a weak stalk of grass. When their hands
grabbed you, you splintered and tore open their shoulders.
When they leaned upon you, you broke and made all their
backs twist.
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will cause an
enemy to attack you. He will kill your men and animals. Then
Egypt will become an empty desert. They will know that I am
the Eternal One, the LORD.
“‘Because you said, “The Nile River is mine, and I have made it.” So, I
am against you. I am against your rivers. I will destroy the land
of Egypt. It will be an empty desert from Migdol in the north to
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Aswan in the south. It will be empty all the way to the southern
border of Cush. No man or animal will walk through it. No one
will live in Egypt for 40 years. I will make the land of Egypt the
emptiest of all ruined cities for 40 years. And, I will scatter the
Egyptians among the nations. And, I will spread them among
the countries.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: After 40 years, I will
gather Egypt from the nations where they have been scattered.
I will bring back the Egyptian captives. I will make the
Egyptians return to southern Egypt. They will return to the land
that they came from. They will become a weak kingdom there.
It will be the weakest kingdom. It will never again rule over
nations. I will make it so weak that it will never again rule over
the nations. The Israelites will never again depend on Egypt.
Egypt’s punishment will remind the Israelites of their sin. They
turned to Egypt for help, not to God. Then they will know that I
am the LORD God, the Eternal One.’”
It was the 27th year of our captivity, in the 1st month on the 1st day (April
26, 571 B.C.) when the LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son
of man, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon made his army
fight hard against Tyre. Every soldier’s head was rubbed raw.
But Nebuchadnezzar and his army gained nothing from fighting
Tyre (from 586 to 571 B.C.). So, this is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One, says: I will give the land of Egypt to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. And, Nebuchadnezzar will
take away Egypt’s people. He will take Egypt’s wealth and its
valuable things as pay for his army. I have given the land of
Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar, as a reward for working hard to
defeat Egypt for Me.” That is what the LORD God, the Eternal One,
says.
“On that day, I will cause the people of Israel to grow strong again. I
will permit you, Ezekiel, to speak to them. Then they will know
that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Jeremiah predicts the destruction of Egypt and Tyre in this
chapter. The Pharaoh had come to the aid of Jerusalem and Babylon
had left the siege of Jerusalem. But Nebuchadnezzar returned to
destroy Jerusalem in 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar had laid siege to Tyre
for 13 years producing economic loss. His soldiers got nothing from
Tyre, so he went to Egypt for “wages for his army” (v. 19). God says, “I
will give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar . . . and take her spoil” (v.
19). Babylon invaded Egypt (vs. 8, 9). Egypt never again became a
world power, “They shall no more rule over the nations” (v. 15).

Lord, You have a plan for all nations, including the nation where
I live. I pray Your blessing upon our leaders and Congress. I would
like to pray that they make good decisions for our nation; at least I
ask they don’t make decisions that will harm us.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
EGYPT WILL BE PUNISHED
Ezekiel 30
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, prophesy and
say, ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Cry and
say:
“This terrible day is coming.”
The day is near,
The LORD’s day of judging is near.
It is a cloudy day;
It is a time when the nations will be judged.
An enemy will attack Egypt
And Cush will tremble with fear.
When the killing begins in Egypt,
her wealth will be taken away;
Egypt’s foundations will be torn down.
Cush, Put, Lydia, Arabia, Libya, and My people will die. All those who
made an agreement with Egypt will fall dead in war.
“‘This is what the LORD says:
Those who fight on Egypt’s side will fall;
The power that she is proud of will go down.
The people in Egypt will fall dead in war
from Migdol in the north to Aswan in the south,’
says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
‘They will be
the emptiest land.
Egypt’s cities will be
like other cities that lie in ruins.
Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD;
This will happen when I set fire to Egypt
and when all those nations on her side are crushed.
“‘At that time, I will send messengers in ships. They will scare Cush,
which now feels safe. The people of Cush will tremble with fear
when Egypt is punished. And, that time is sure to come.
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“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will destroy great
numbers of people in Egypt,
I will do it through Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar and his army
are the cruelest army of any nation;
They will be brought in to destroy the land.
They will pull out their swords against Egypt;
They will fill the land with those they kill.
I will make the streams of the Nile River become dry land,
Then I will sell the dry land to evil people.
I will destroy the land and everything in it;
I will do it through the power of strangers.
I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have spoken.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will destroy the
idols,
And I will take away the statues of false gods from the city of
Memphis.
There will no longer be a leader in Egypt,
And I will spread fear through the land of Egypt.
I will make southern Egypt empty,
I will start a fire in Zoan;
I will punish Thebes.
And, I will pour out My anger against Pelusium,
the strong place of Egypt;
I will destroy great numbers of people in Thebes.
I will set fire to Egypt;
Pelusium will be in great pain.
The walls of Thebes will be broken open,
And Memphis will have troubles every day.
The young men of Heliopolis and Bubastis
will fall dead in war,
And the people will be taken away as captives.
In Tahpanhes, the day will be dark
when I break Egypt’s power.
A cloud will cover Egypt,
And her villages will be captured and taken away.
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So, I will punish Egypt,
And, they will know I am the Eternal One, the LORD.’”
It happened in the 11th year of our captivity, in the 1st month on the 7th
day (April 29, 587 B.C.). The LORD spoke His word to me, saying,
“O son of man, I have broken the powerful arm of the king of
Egypt. It has not been tied up in a sling, so it will not get well. It
has not been wrapped with a bandage, so his arm will not be
strong enough to hold a sword in war. So, this is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: I am against the king of Egypt, I will
break his arms. I will break both the strong arm and the broken
arm. I will make the sword fall from his hand. I will scatter the
Egyptians among the nations. And, I will spread them among
the countries. I will make the arms of the king of Babylon
strong. I will put My sword in his hand. But I will break the
arms of the king of Egypt. Then he will cry out in pain as a
wounded man cries out. So, I will make the arms of the king of
Babylon strong. But the arms of the king of Egypt will fall. Then
they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. I will put My
sword into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will use the
sword in war against Egypt. Then I will scatter the Egyptians
among the nations. And, I will spread them among the
countries. And, they will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Because Egypt was a wealthy nation, she hired mercenary
soldiers for defense, “They that uphold Egypt shall fall” (v. 6) and “all
her helpers (v. 8) will be destroyed. Jeremiah predicts Egypt’s
destruction. The wealth Egypt seized and multitudes of Egyptians
were carried off captive, mostly to Babylon. Lord, You cause the rise

and fall of nations; large and small. You do the same to individuals.
Because I’ve trusted in You, I’m not worried about the future. Day by
day, and in the passing minutes, I trust You to work Your plan in my
life.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
EGYPT IS LIKE A FALLEN CEDAR TREE
Ezekiel 31
It happened in the 11th year of our captivity, in the 3rd month, on the 1st
day of the month (June 21, 587 B.C.). The LORD spoke His word to
me, saying, “O son of man, say to the king of Egypt and his
people: No one was like you in your greatness; Assyria was
once like a cedar tree in Lebanon;
It had beautiful branches that shaded the forest.
It was very tall;
Its top was among the clouds.
Much water made the tree grow,
The deep springs of water made the tree tall.
Rivers flowed
around the bottom of the tree.
They sent their streams
to all other trees of the field.
So, the tree was taller
than all the other trees of the field.
Its branches became long and big
because of so much water.
All the birds of the sky
made their nests in the tree’s branches.
And, all the wild animals
gave birth under the tree’s branches.
All great nations
lived in the tree’s shade.
So, the tree was great and beautiful,
with its long branches;
Its roots reached down to many waters.
The cedar trees in the garden of God
were not as great as it was.
The pine trees
did not have such great branches.
The chestnut trees
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did not have such branches.
No tree in the garden of God
was as beautiful as this tree.
I made it beautiful
with many branches.
And all the trees of Eden in the garden of God
wanted to be like it.
“So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: The tree has
grown tall. Its top has reached the clouds. And, it has become
proud of its height. So, I have permitted a mighty ruler of the
nations to take care of the tree. The ruler will surely punish the
tree. Because it is evil, I will get rid of it. The cruelest foreign
nation cut it down and left it. The tree’s branches fell on the
mountains and in the valleys. Its broken branches were in all
the ravines of the land. All the nations of the earth left the
shade of that tree. The birds of the sky lived on the fallen tree.
The wild animals lived among the tree’s fallen branches. Then
the trees that grow by the water will not be proud to be tall.
They will not put their tops among the clouds. None of the
trees that are watered so well will grow that tall. They all are
meant to die and go under the ground. They will be with those
who have died and have gone down to where the dead are.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: On the day when the
tree went down to where the dead are, I caused people to cry
loudly. I covered the deep springs and held back their rivers.
And, the great waters stopped flowing. I made Lebanon cry
loudly for the great tree. All the trees of the field dried up and
died. I made the nations shake with fear at the sound of the
tree falling. I brought the tree down to where the dead are. It
went with those who go down to the grave. Then trees of Eden
and the best trees of Lebanon were comforted. All the wellwatered trees were comforted in the earth below. But these
trees also went down with the great tree to the place where the
dead are. They went to join those who were killed in war. They
had lived under the great tree’s shade. They were its friends
among the nations.
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“So, no tree in Eden is equal to you in greatness and honor. But you
will go down with the trees of Eden to the earth below. You will
lie among unclean people who were killed in war.
“This will happen to the king of Egypt and all his people,” says the
LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
God compares Egypt to Assyria, We see Assyria as the most
beautiful and lofty cedar tree in Lebanon, greater in beauty than any
other tree (nation). God said this cedar was more beautiful than the
trees in the garden of Eden. “O Egypt . . . you too, will be brought down
to the pit with all these other nations” (v. 18, NLT). Lord, the nation

Egypt served Your purpose, then You allowed it to be cast aside. Help
me see Your plan on earth, and use me in Your plan. I want to make a
difference in eternity, so use me today.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PHARAOH IS LIKE A SEA MONSTER
Ezekiel 32
It happened in the 12th year, in the 12th month of our captivity on the 1st
day of the month (March 3, 585 B.C.) the LORD spoke His Word to
me, saying, “O son of man, sing a funeral song about the king of
Egypt. Say to him: You are like a young lion among the nations,
You are like a crocodile in the seas.
You splash around in your streams,
And you stir up the waters with your feet;
You make the rivers muddy.
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says:
I will spread My net over you,
And I will use a large group of people
to pull you up in My net.
Then I will throw you on the land;
I will toss you into the open field.
I will let the birds of the sky rest upon you,
And I will let the animals of the earth eat you until they are full.
I will scatter your flesh on the mountains,
And I will fill the valleys with what is left of you.
I will drench the land with your flowing blood,
I will soak the mountains,
And the ravines will be full of your flesh.
I will make you disappear,
And I will cover the sky and make the stars dark.
I will cover the sun with a cloud,
And the moon will not shine.
I will make all the shining lights in the sky
become dark over you;
I will bring darkness over your land.
Says the LORD God, the Eternal One;
I will cause many people to be afraid
when I have another nation destroy you.
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Nations that you have not known will be afraid because of you;
I will cause people to be shocked about you.
Their kings will tremble with fear because of you
When I swing My sword in front of them.
They will shake every moment on the day you fall;
Each king will be afraid for his own life.
“So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says,
The sword of the king of Babylon
will come upon you.
I will cause your people to fall by the swords of mighty soldiers;
they are the most terrible of all the nations.
They will destroy the pride of Egypt;
All the people of Egypt will be destroyed.
I will also destroy all the livestock of Egypt
which live alongside many waters.
The foot of man will not stir the waters,
And the hoofs of livestock will not muddy them anymore.
So, I will let the waters of the Egyptians become quiet,
I will cause their rivers to run as smoothly as olive oil,”
says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“I will make the land of Egypt empty;
I will take everything that is in the land.
I will destroy all those who live in Egypt,
Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.
This is the funeral song that people will sing for Egypt. The women of
the nations will sing it for Egypt and all of its people,” says the
LORD God, the Eternal One.
THE PIT
It happened in the 12th year of our captivity on the 15th day of the first
month (April 13, 586 B.C.). The LORD spoke His Word to me,
saying, “O son of man, cry for the people of Egypt. Bring down
Egypt, together with the women of the powerful nations to the
earth below. Bring them down with those who go to the place
of the dead. Say to them: ‘Are you more beautiful than others?
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Go lie in death with those who are unclean.’ The Egyptians will
fall among those killed by war. Egypt is going to be killed by
the sword. The enemy will drag her and all her people away.
The leaders of the mighty ones will speak from the place of
death. They will say about the king of Egypt and the nations
which help him: ‘The king and the nations which help him have
come down here. They lie there, killed by the sword, among
those who are unclean.’
“Assyria and all its army lie dead there. The graves of their soldiers
are all around. All were killed in war. Assyria’s grave was put
in the deep parts of the place where the dead are. And, its army
lies around its grave. When they lived, they scared people in
the land of the living. But now, all of them have been killed in
war.
“The nation of Elam is there. And, all its army is around its grave. All
of them were killed in war. They had scared people on earth
and were unclean. So, they went down to the lowest parts of
the place where the dead are. And, they must carry their
shame with those who go down to the place where the dead
are. A bed is made for Elam and all those killed in war. They
will be in the place where the dead are. The graves of her
soldiers are all around her. Elam’s people are unclean. So,
they have been killed in war. They also scared people who live
on earth. But they must also carry their shame with those who
go down to where the dead are. Their graves are with the rest
who were killed.
“Meshech and Tubal are there. The graves of all their soldiers
surround them. All of them are unclean. So, they have been
killed in war. They also scared people who live on earth. But
they are not buried with the other unclean soldiers who have
been killed in battle. They are not with those who went where
the dead are with their weapons of war. These soldiers had
their swords laid under their heads and their shields on their
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bodies. People who live on earth used to be afraid of these
mighty soldiers.
“You, king of Egypt, will be broken and lie among those who are
unclean. You will be with those who were killed in war.
“Edom is there also. Its kings and all its leaders are there. They were
mighty. But now they lie in death with those killed in war. They
will lie with those who are unclean. And, they will be with those
who go down to where the dead are.
“All the rulers of the north are there. And, all the Sidonians are there.
Their strength scared people. These rulers of the north and the
Sidonians have gone down in shame with those who were
killed. They are unclean, lying with those killed in war. They
have carried their shame with those who go down to where the
dead are.
“The king of Egypt and his army will see these who have been killed in
war, says the LORD God, the Eternal One. I made people who live
on earth be afraid of the king of Egypt. However, he and his
people will lie among those who are unclean. They will lie with
those who were killed by the sword,” says the LORD God, the
Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Pharaoh likens himself to a young lion to be feared, but God
says he is like an ugly crocodile that only muddies the Nile (v. 2). The
crocodile may be feared in water, but will be taken from the waters
and left on the land to die. All will scavenge him. “The sword of the
king of Babylon shall come upon you” (v. 11). Lord, You will judge evil

nations for their wickedness, and the individuals in them for their sin
Your judgment will be great and just. I pray for the unsaved; send
revival in nations so that a great multitude will turn to You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
LISTEN TO THE WATCHMAN
Ezekiel 33
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, speak to your
people. Say to them: ‘I might bring a war against a land. The
people of the land might choose one of their men. They could
make him their watchman. This watchman might see the
enemy coming to attack the land. And, he blows the trumpet to
warn the people. A person might hear the sound of the
trumpet, but do nothing. Then the enemy will come and kill
him. That person would be responsible for his own death. He
heard the sound of the trumpet, but he didn’t do anything. So,
he is to blame for his own death. If he had done something,
then he would have saved his own life. But the watchman
could see the enemy coming to attack and not blow the
trumpet. So, the people would not be warned. Then the enemy
comes and kills one of them. That person has died because of
his own sin, but I would punish the watchman for the person’s
death.’
“As for you, O son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people
of Israel. If you hear a message from Me, then you must warn
them for Me. I might say to the evil person: ‘O evil man, you will
surely die.’ However, you might not speak to warn the evil
person to stop doing evil. Then he will die while still being a
sinner. Yet I will punish you for his death. But you might warn a
wicked person to stop doing evil. If he does not stop, then he
will die while still being a sinner, but you have saved your own
life.
THE INDIVIDUAL IS RESPONSIBLE
“So you, O son of man, say to the people of Israel: ‘You have said:
Surely our law-breaking and sins are hurting us. They will kill
us. What can we do, so that we will live?’ Tell them: ‘The LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: As surely as I live, this is true. I do
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not want an evil person to die. I want him to stop doing evil and
live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways. You don’t want
to die, O people of Israel.’
“And you, O son of man, say to your people: ‘The goodness of a good
person will not save him when he sins. The evil of the evil
person will not cause him to be punished, if he sins. The evil of
the evil person will not cause him to be punished, if he turns
from it. A good person will not be able to live by the good that
he did earlier, if he sins.’ I might tell the good person, “You will
surely live.” But he might think that he has done enough good
and then do evil. Then none of the good things that he did will
be remembered. He will die because of the evil he has done.
Or, I might say to the evil person, “You will surely die.” But he
might turn from his sin and do what is right and honest. He
returns what somebody gave him as a promise to repay a loan.
He pays back what he stole. He lives by the rules that give life.
He does not sin. Then that one will surely live. He will not die.
He will not be punished for any of his sins. He now does what is
right and fair. He will surely live.
“But your people say: ‘The way of the LORD is not fair.’ But it is their
own way that is not fair. It is their own way that is not fair. The
good person might turn away from his goodness and do evil.
Then he will die for his evil. But the evil person might turn
away from his goodness and do evil. Then he will die for his
evil. But the evil person might stop doing evil and do what is
right and fair. Then he will live. You still say: ‘The way of the
LORD is not fair.’ O people of Israel, I will judge each of you by
his own ways.”
JERUSALEM HAS FALLEN
It happened in the 12th year of our captivity. It was on the 5th day of the
10th month (January 8, 585 B.C.). A person who had escaped
from Jerusalem came to me, saying, “Jerusalem has been
defeated.” Now I had felt the power of the LORD on me the
evening before. The LORD had made me able to talk again. He
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did this before the person came to me in the morning. I could
speak, I was not without speech anymore.
Then the LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, people
who live in the ruins in the land of Israel are saying: ‘Abraham
was only one person, yet he was given the land as his own.
Surely the land has been given to us, who are many, as our very
own.’ So, tell them: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One,
says: You eat meat with the blood still in it. You ask your idols
for help. You murder people. Should you then have the land as
your very own? No. You depend on your sword. You do terrible
things which I hate. Each of you has sex with his neighbor’s
wife. So, should you have the land? No.’
“Tell them: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: As surely
as I live, this is true. Those who are among the city ruins in
Israel will be killed in war. Those who live in the country will
be eaten by wild animals. People hiding in the strong places
and caves will die of disease. I will make the land an empty
desert. The people’s pride in the land’s power will end. The
mountains of Israel will become empty. No one will pass
through them. They will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD, when I make the land an empty desert. This is because of
the things they have done that I hate.’
“But as for you, O son of man, your people talk against you. They talk
by the walls and in the doorways of houses. They say to each
other: ‘Come now, and hear the message from the LORD.’ So,
they come to you as if they were still My people. They sit in
front of you. They hear your words, but they will not do them.
With their mouths, they tell Me that they love Me, but their
hearts desire their selfish profits. To your people you are
nothing more than a singer who sings love songs. You are like
one who has a beautiful voice. You are like one who plays a
musical instrument well. They hear your words, but they will
not do them.
“This will come true, it will surely happen. Then the people will know
that a prophet has been among them.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Ezekiel is reminded of his ordination to be a spiritual sentry—
watchman—for God. He is responsible to look out for coming danger
and warn the people. Just as a “look out” on the wall warns of a
potential attack, Ezekiel was responsible to warn God’s people of an
attack by sinful wickedness. He was responsible to point out sin and
call the people to repent by turning to the LORD. Lord, give me eyes to

see the danger of sin in the lives of Your people. Give me a mouth to
warn Your people of spiritual attacks. Then give me a heart to
intercede in spiritual warfare to defeat Satan.
Should Ezekiel fail—to warn the people—he would be held
accountable for spiritual damage to God’s people (v. 8). Lord, I

recognize my responsibility to warn Your people of spiritual dangers.
Help me fulfill my responsibility to You faithfully.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A PROPHECY AGAINST THE SHEPHERDS OF ISRAEL
Ezekiel 34
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, prophesy
against the leaders of Israel, who are its shepherds. Prophesy
and say to them: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One,
says: How terrible it will be for the shepherds of Israel who
feed only themselves. Why don’t the shepherds feed the flock?
You eat the milk curds from the sheep. You clothe yourselves
with the wool from the sheep. You kill the fat sheep. But you do
not feed the flock. You have not made the weak strong. You
have not healed the sick. You have not put bandages on those
that were hurt. You have not brought back those who strayed
away. You have not searched for the lost. You ruled the sheep
with cruel force. The sheep were scattered because there was
no shepherd. Then they became food for every wild animal. My
flock wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill.
They were scattered over all the face of the earth. And, no one
searched or looked for them.
“‘So, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD. As surely as I live,’
says the LORD God, the Eternal One, ‘My flock has been caught.
It has become food for all the wild animals. This is because the
flock has no shepherd. The shepherds did not search for My
flock. No, they fed themselves instead of My flock. So, you
shepherds, hear the Word of the LORD. This is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: I am against the shepherds. I will
blame them for what has happened to My sheep. I will not let
them tend the flock anymore. Then the shepherds will stop
feeding themselves. And, I will take My flock from their
mouths. My sheep will no longer be their food.
GOD IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I Myself will search
for My sheep. I will take care of them. A shepherd will take
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care of his scattered flock when it is found. In the same way, I
will take care of My sheep. I will save them from all the places
where they are scattered. I will do this on a cloudy and dark
day. I will bring them out from the nations. I will gather them
from the countries. I will bring them to their own land. I will
pasture them on the mountains and in the ravines of Israel.
And, I will feed them in all the places where people live in the
land. I will feed them in a good pasture. They will eat grass on
the high mountains of Israel. They will lie down on good
ground where they eat grass. They will eat in rich grassland on
the mountains of Israel. I will feed my flock and lead them to
rest, says the LORD God, the Eternal One. I will search for the
lost. I will bring back those that were scattered. I will put
bandages on those that were hurt. I will make the weak strong.
I will destroy those sheep that are fat and strong. I will tend
the sheep with fairness.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: And as for you, My
flock, I will judge between one sheep and another. I will judge
between the male sheep and the male goats. Is it not enough
for you to eat grass in the good land? Must you crush the rest
of the grass with your feet? Must My flock eat what you crush?
And, must they drink what you make muddy with your feet?
“‘So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says to them: I, Myself,
will judge between the fat sheep and the thin sheep. You push
with your wide and with your shoulder. You knock down all the
weak sheep with your horns. You do this until you have forced
them away. So, I will save My flock. They will not be hurt
anymore. I will judge between one sheep and another. Then I
will put one shepherd over them, My servant David. He will feed
them. He will tend them, and he will be their shepherd. Then I,
the Eternal One, the LORD, will be their God. And, My servant
David will be a ruler among them. I, the Eternal One, the LORD,
have spoken.
“‘And I will make a covenant of peace with My sheep. I will remove
harmful animals from the land. Then the sheep will live safely
in the desert. And, they will sleep in the woods without danger.
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I will bless them and let them live around My hill. I will cause
the rains to come when it is time for them. There will be
showers to bless them. Also the trees of the field will give their
fruit. The land will give its harvest. And the sheep will be safe
on their land. Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD. I will break the bars of their captivity, and I will save
them from the power of those who made them slaves. They will
not be led captive by the nations again. The wild animals will
not eat them. Instead, they will live in peace. No one will make
them afraid. I will give them a place that is famous for its good
crops. Then they will no longer suffer from hunger in the land.
They will not suffer the insults of other nations anymore. Then
they will know that I, the Eternal One, the LORD, their God, am
with them. The nation of Israel will know that they are My
people, says the LORD God, the Eternal One. And you, My sheep,
are the sheep of My pasture. You are My people, and I am your
God,’” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel pronounced judgment against the shepherds of Israel,
i.e., false prophets, priests, kings and elders who lead God’s people
astray, “Woe to the shepherds of Israel” (vs. 2, 16). The sheep are
described as “sick, diseased, broken, and scattered” (vs. 4-6). Then
Ezekiel becomes prophetic by describing the re-gathering of Israel
from the nations where God scattered them. Phrases such as “good
pasture” and “lie down” reflect God’s future blessing on Israel (vs. 1316). Lord, You have an eternal plan to re-gather Israel in the future. I

worship You for Your faithfulness to Your people. But Israel’s leaders
in the past sinned against You, just as some leaders sin against You
today. Lord, I pray for pastors, teachers, elders, deacons and
counselors. May they be faithful to You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT AGAINST MOUNT SEIR AND EDOM
Ezekiel 35
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying “O son of man, look toward
Mount Edom and prophesy against it. Say to it: ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I am against you, Mount Edom. I
will stretch out My hand against you, and I will make you an
empty desert. I will destroy your cities, and you will become
empty. Then you will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.
“‘This is because you have always been an enemy of Israel. You
permitted them to be defeated in war when they were in
trouble. It was the time of their final punishment. So, the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says, As surely as I live, I will allow you to
be murdered. Murder will chase you. You did not hate
murdering people, so, murder will chase you. And, I will cause
Mount Edom to be empty ruins. And, I will destroy everyone
who goes in or comes out of it. I will fill its mountains with
those who are killed. Those killed in war will fall on your hills.
They will fall in your valleys and in all your ravines. I will cause
you to be ruins forever. No one will live in your cities. Then, you
will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.
“‘You said, “These two nations, Israel and Judah, and these two lands
will be ours. We will take them for our own.” But the LORD was
there. So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: As
surely as I live, this is true. I will treat you just as you treated
them. When you were angry and jealous, you acted hatefully
against them. I will punish you. And, that is how I will show the
Israelites who I am. Then you will know that I am the Eternal
One, the LORD. I have heard all your insults. Those insults were
against the mountains of Israel. You said, “They have been
ruined. They have been given to us to eat.” You have not
stopped your proud talk against Me. But I have heard you. This
is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: All the earth will be
happy when I make you empty ruins. You were happy when the
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land of the people of Israel was ruined. But I will do the same
thing to you. Mount Edom and all Edom, you will become empty
ruins. Then you will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Israel is the key to understanding God’s timetable of the future.
Because of Israel’s sin to the Old Testament, she was judged and
scattered among the Gentile nations. In God’s time He sent Jesus to
live among the Jews and die for the sins of the world. Ezekiel’s
prediction will have a double fulfillment. Ezekiel says God will give a
“new heart . . . and a new spirit . . . within you and I will take way the
stony heart” (v. 26). This is a picture of our regeneration when
Christians are born again and given new desires to serve God. But it
also has a second fulfillment when Israel is brought back to the land
of promise and they are transformed inwardly. Lord, thank You for a

new nature to love You and hate sin. I couldn’t live for You if You had
not given me a new heart and a new nature. I will obey the impulses
to do righteously and reject impulses to sin.

Ezekiel also promises the double fulfillment of “I will put my
Spirit within you” (v. 27). Jesus promised the Holy Spirit, “He dwells
with you and will be in you” (John 14:17). We have a double
enablement that will help us obey God. First, we have a new nature,
and second; we have the indwelling Holy Spirit. Lord, I will follow the

positive desires of my new nature. I will let the indwelling Holy Spirit
lead me. Lord, I want to be holy and I want to be spiritual. l I yield to
the power of the Holy Spirit to make it happen.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A PROPHECY TO THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL
Ezekiel 36
“O son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel and say: ‘O
mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD. This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: The enemy has said this
against you: “Now the old places to worship false gods have
become ours.”’ So, prophesy and say: ‘This is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: They have made you empty ruins.
They have crushed you from all around. You belonged to the
other nations. People talked and whispered against you. So,
mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD God, the Eternal
One. The LORD God, the Eternal One, speaks to the mountains,
the hills, the ravines, and valleys. And, he speaks to the empty
ruins and abandoned cities that have been robbed and
laughed at by the other nations. This is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One says: I have spoken in hot anger against the other
nations. I have spoken against Edom. The Edomites took My
land for themselves. They did this with joy and with hate in
their hearts. They forced out the people and took their
pasture-land.’ So, prophesy about the land of Israel. Say to the
mountains, the hills, the ravines, and valleys: ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I speak in My jealous anger.
This is because you have suffered the insults of the nations.
So, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I promise
that the nations around you will have to suffer insults, too.
“‘But you, O mountains of Israel, you will grow branches and fruit for
My people. My people will soon come home. I am concerned
about you. I am for you. You will be plowed, and seed will be
planted in you. I will multiply the people who live on you. All
the people of Israel will come. The cities will have people
living in them. The ruins will be re-built. I will make the people
and animals living on you increase in number. They will grow
and be fruitful. You will have people living on you as you did
before. I will make you better off than at the beginning. Then,
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you will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD. I will cause
My people Israel to walk on you. Then they will capture you,
and you will belong to them. You will never again take their
children away from them.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: People say about
you: “You eat people and take children from your nation.” You
will not destroy people anymore. You will not make your nation
stumble anymore,”’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One. “‘I will
not make you listen to insults from the nations anymore. You
will not suffer shame from them anymore, ’” says the LORD God,
the Eternal One.
The LORD spoke His Word to me again, saying, “O son of man, the
nation of Israel was living in their own land. But they made it
unclean by their ways and the things they did. Their ways were
like a woman’s uncleanness in her time of monthly bleeding.
So, I poured out My anger against them. I did it because of the
murders that they committed in the land. And, I did it because
they made the land unclean with their idols. I scattered them
among the nations. And, they were spread through all the
countries. I punished them for how they lived and the things
they did. They dishonored My holy Name in the nations where
they went. The nations said about them: ‘These are the people
of the LORD. However, they had to leave the land which He gave
them.’ But I felt bad about My holy Name. The nation of Israel
had dishonored it among the nations where they went.
“So, tell the people of Israel: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: O Israel, I am going to act, but not for your sake. O
Israel, I will do something to help My holy Name. You have
dishonored it among the nations where you went. I will prove
the holiness of My great Name. It has been dishonored among
the nations. You have dishonored it among these nations. But
the nations will know that I am the One, the LORD. I will prove
Myself holy in front of their eyes,’” says the LORD God, the
Eternal One.
“‘I will take you from the nations. I will gather you out of all the lands.
And, I will bring you back into your own land. Then I will
sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. I will
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cleanse you from all your uncleanness and your idols. Also, I
will teach you to respect Me completely. I will put a new way of
thinking inside you. I will take out the stubborn heart, like
stone, from your bodies. And, I will give you an obedient heart
of flesh. I will put My Spirit inside you. And, I will help you to
live by My rules. You will be careful to obey My laws. Then you
will live in the land that I gave to your ancestors. So, you will be
My people, and I will be your God. Also, I will save you from all
your uncleanness. I will command the grain to come and grow.
I will not allow a time of hunger to hurt you. I will multiply the
harvest of the field. You will never again suffer shame among
the nations, because of hunger. And, you will remember your
evil ways and the things that you did which were not good.
Then you will hate yourselves because of your sins and the
terrible acts that I hate. I want you to know that I am not doing
this for your sake,’” says the LORD God, the Eternal One. Be
ashamed and embarrassed about your sinful ways, O people of
Israel.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: This is what will
happen on the day that I cleanse you from all your sins: I will
cause the cities to have people living in them again. And, the
destroyed places will be re-built. The empty land will be
plowed. It will no longer be ruins for everyone who passes by
to see. They will say: “This land was ruined. Now it has become
like the garden of Eden. The cities were destroyed. They were
made empty and ruined. But now, they are protected and have
people living in them.” Then those nations who are still
surrounding you will know that I, the Eternal One, the LORD,
have re-built what was destroyed. And, I have planted what
was empty. I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have spoken. And, I will
do it.’
“This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will again be asked
by the people of Israel to do this thing for them. I will make
their people grow to be as many as a flock of sheep. They will
be like the flocks brought to Jerusalem during her holy feasts.
Her ruined cities will be filled with flocks of people. Then they
will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Seir means rugged country, and Edom was the nation south of
the Dead Sea inhabited by the descendents of Esau. They had hated
God’s people ever since Jacob tricked Esau out of the birthright for a
mess of pottage. When God’s people were judged, Edom gloated and
killed the survivors fleeing from danger. God says to Edom, “I will
stretch out my hand against you” (v. 3). Lord, there are people in my

life that hate You and Your commandments. They may not use the
word “hate,” but they reject You and resist Your rule. I pray for them
to be saved. Open their eyes to see their sin against You. Convict
them of their sin and bring them to repentance.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE VALLEY OF THE DRIED-UP BONES
Ezekiel 37
I felt that the power of the LORD was on me. He brought me out by the
Spirit of the LORD, and He put me down in the middle of a valley.
It was full of bones. The LORD led me around among the bones.
There were many bones on the bottom of the valley. I saw that
the bones were very dry. Then he asked me, “O son of man, can
these bones live?”
I answered, “O the LORD God, the Eternal One, only You know.”
The LORD said to me, “Prophesy to these bones. Tell them: ‘Dry bones,
hear the Word of the LORD.’ This is what the LORD God, the
Eternal One, says to the bones: I will cause breath to enter you.
Then you will live. I will put muscles on you. I will put flesh on
you. I will cover you with skin. Then I will put breath in you, and
you will live. Then you will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD.”
So, I prophesied as I was commanded. While I prophesied, there was
a noise and a rattling. The bones came together, bone to bone.
I looked and saw muscles come on the bones. Flesh grew, and
skin covered the bones. But there was no breath in them.
Then the LORD said to me, “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, O son of
man, and say to the wind: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal
One, says: O wind, come from the four winds. Breathe on these
people who were killed, so that they can live again.’” So, I
prophesied as the LORD commanded me. And, the breath came
into them, and they came to life. They stood on their feet. They
were a very large army.
Then the LORD said to me: “O son of man, the bones are like all the
people of Israel. They say: ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope has gone. We are destroyed.’ So, prophesy, and say to
them: ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: My
people, I will open your graves. And, I will cause you to come
up out of your graves. Then I will bring you into the land of
Israel. This is how you, My people, will know that I am the
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Eternal One, the LORD. I will open your graves and cause you to
come up from them. And, I will put My Spirit inside you. You will
come to life. Then I will put you in your own land. And, you will
know that I, the Eternal One, the LORD, have spoken and done
it,’” says the LORD.
JUDAH AND ISRAEL WILL BE ONE NATION
The LORD spoke His Word to me, saying, “O son of man, take a stick of
wood. Write on it, ‘For Judah and all the Israelites with him.’
Then take another stick of wood. Write on it, ‘The stick of
Ephraim, for Joseph and all the Israelites with him.’ Then join
them together into one stick. Then they will be one in your
hand.
“Your people will say to you, ‘Explain to us what you mean by this.’ Tell
them, ‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: I will
take the stick which is for Joseph and the tribes of Israel with
him. This stick is in the hand of Ephraim. Then I will put it with
the stick of Judah. And I will make them into one stick. And,
they will be one in My hand.’ Hold the sticks of wood on which
you wrote these names. Hold them in your hands, so that the
people can see them. Tell the people: ‘This is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: I will take the people of Israel from
among the nations where they have gone. I will gather them
from everywhere. And, I will bring them into their own land. I
will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of
Israel. One king will rule all of them. They will never again be 2
nations. They will not be divided into 2 kingdoms anymore.
They will not continue to make themselves unclean by their
idols, their statues of gods which I hate or their sins. Instead, I
will save them from all the ways they sin and turn against Me.
And, I will make them clean. Then they will be My people. And, I
will be their God.
“‘And My servant David will be their king. They will all have one
shepherd. They will live by My rules and obey My laws. They
will live on the land that I gave to My servant, Jacob. It is the
land where your ancestors lived. They will all live on the land
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forever: they, their children, and their grandchildren. David, My
servant, will be their king forever. And, I will make a covenant
of peace with them. It will be a covenant that continues
forever. I will put them in their land. I will make them grow in
number. Then I will put My temple among them forever. The
place where I live will be with them. I will be their God, and
they will be My people. When My temple is among them
forever, the nations will know that I, the Eternal One, the LORD,
make Israel holy.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Israel had given up hope when the people heard Jerusalem
had fallen and was destroyed, “Our hope is lost” (v. 11). Ezekiel gives a
message of hope and encouragement. The dead bones are Israel,
and this chapter deals with resurrection. There are two aspects of
the resurrection; first, it will be a national re-emergence of the nation
as individuals are brought together without life, i.e., bone to bone,
then flesh, and next, skin. This is a reference to the nation coming
together politically in May 1948. They did not recognize Jehovah as
their LORD, so they were in unbelief. Lord, I know Your plan involves

the Jews, and You bless those who bless the Jews (Gen. 12:2, 3). So, I
pray for Israel and I pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:67).

The second resurrection refers to physical individuals into the
future millennium. These living Jews will repent and return to their
land, then they will be regenerated. The Jews who died in faith will be
resurrected and join them in the land. King David will be raised and
will be their vice president (vs. 24, 25). Jesus will be the ruler
(President). Israel will no longer defile themselves (v. 23). Lord, I

believe You have a great plan for the Jews and You will raise them. I
also believe You will raise me in the resurrection and I shall live with
You (John 14:2, 3,) in heaven.

God’s desire is to “Be their God” (v. 27) and “Be with them” v. 27).
He will make His sanctuary—Tabernacle (vs. 26, 27)—with them.

Lord, today I want you to live in my life; make my heart Your dwelling
place. Come make my heart Your Tabernacle, and rule my life from
within.
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Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
PROPHECIES AGAINST GOG
Ezekiel 38
The LORD spoke His word to me, saying, “O son of man, turn toward
Gog of the land of Magog. He is the chief ruler of the nations of
Meshech and Tubal. Prophesy against him. Say, ‘The LORD God,
the Eternal One, says this: I am against you, Gog, chief ruler of
Meshech and Tubal. I will turn you around. I will put hooks in
your jaws. And, I will bring you out with all your army, your
horses, and your horsemen. All of them will be finely dressed.
They will be a large army with large and small shields. All of
them will have swords. Persia, Cush (Ethiopia) and Put (Libya)
will be with them. All of them will have shields and helmets.
There will also be Gomer with all its troops. And there will be
the nation of Togarmah from the far north. It will have all its
troops. There will be many other nations with you.
“‘Be prepared. Be prepared, you and all the armies that have come
together to make you their commander. After many days, you
will be called for service. After many years, you will come into
a land that has been re-built from war. The people in the land
will be gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel.
Those mountains were empty for a long time. These people
were brought out from the nations. They will all be living in
safety. And, you will go up like a storm. You will be like a cloud
covering the land. It will be you, all your troops and many
nations with you.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: At that time, ideas
will come into your mind. You will concoct an evil plan. You
will say, “I will march against a land of towns without walls. I
will attack those who are at rest and live in peace. All of them
live without city walls. They have no gate bars or gates. I will
capture valuable things and take good things. I will turn My
power against the re-built ruins that now have people living in
them. I will go against these people who have been gathered
from the nations. They have become rich with farm animals
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\38 EZEKIEL 38.docx

Page 1 of 3

and property. They live at the center of the world.” Sheba,
Dedan, and the traders of Tarshish, with all its villages, will say
this to you: “Did you come to capture valuable things? Did you
bring your troops together to take things? Did you bring them
to carry away silver and gold? Did you bring them to take away
farm animals and property?”’
“So, prophesy, O son of man, and say to Gog: ‘This is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: Now that My people Israel are living
in peace, you will know about it. You will come from your place
in the far north. And, many people will be with you. All of them
will ride on horses. You will be a large group with a mighty
army. You will come against My people Israel like a cloud that
covers the land. This will happen in the days to come. I will
bring you against My land. O Gog, then the nations will know
Me. They will see Me show My greatness by what I do through
you.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You are the one
about whom I spoke in past days. I spoke through My servants,
the prophets of Israel. These prophets of Israel prophesied for
many years. They said that I would bring you against them.
This is what will happen: On the day that Gog comes against the
land of Israel, My anger will become very great, says the LORD
God, the Eternal One. With jealousy and great anger I tell you
this. At that time, there will surely be a great earthquake in
Israel. The fish of the sea and the birds of the sky will shake
with fear in My presence. The wild animals and everything that
crawls on the ground will shake with fear. And, all the people
on the earth will shake with fear in My presence. Also, the
mountains will be thrown down. And, the cliffs will fall. Every
wall will fall to the ground. And, I will call for a war against Gog
on all My mountains,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One. ‘Every
man’s sword will be against his brother. I will punish Gog with
disease and death. I will send a heavy rain with hailstones and
burning sulfur against Gog. I will send it upon his army and
upon the many nations with him. Then I will show how great I
am. I will show My holiness. And, I will make Myself known to
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the many nations that watch. Then they will know that I am the
Eternal One, the LORD.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Note the following timeline. 1. Israel will be scattered among
the Gentiles, without a home of her own. (First by Babylon, 526 B.C.,
then by Rome, 70 A.D.). 2. The United Nations recognized Israel’s
home west of Jordan in May 1948. 3. Some Jews returned in unbelief,
but not all. 4. After the rapture of the church, the antichrist will make
a covenant with Israel to give them safety for 7 years (Dan. 9:26 ff.). 6.
Israel will lose her religious liberty (Matt. 24:15-16; Rev. 13:1-8). 7. The
antichrist will do miracles, impose himself as deity upon the world,
including Israel (2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:4-10). 8. A coalition of the
nations will make war against Israel (Rev. 16:13-16). 9. The Lord Jesus
will return from heaven (Rev. 19:19) and overcome them (Rev. 19:2021). 9. Then Israel will repent and turn to the Lord, and be ushered
into the Millennium, and saved Israel will be resurrected and join
them. Lord, I see Your program for Israel and I worship You, the LORD

God of Israel. Just as You will keep Your promises to Israel, I know
You will keep Your promises to me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
PROPHECIES AGAINST GOG (continued)
Ezekiel 39
“O son of man, prophesy against Gog and say: ‘This is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: I am against you, Gog, chief ruler of
Meshech, and Tubal. I will turn you around and lead you. I will
bring you from the far north. I will send you to attack the
mountains of Israel. I will knock your bow out of your left hand.
I will throw down your arrows from your right hand. You will fall
dead on the mountains of Israel. You—all your troops and the
nations with you—will fall dead. I will let you be food for every
bird that eats meat and every wild animal. You will die in the
country. I have spoken, ‘says the LORD God, the eternal One. ‘I
will send fire upon Magog and those who live in peace on the
coast-lands. Then they will know that I am the Eternal One, the
LORD.
“‘And I will make Myself known among My people Israel. I will not let
Myself be dishonored anymore. Then the nations will know
that I am the Eternal One, the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. It is
coming. It will happen,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
‘The day I talked about is coming.
“‘Then those who live in the cities of Israel will go out. They will make
fires with the enemy’s weapons and burn them. They will burn
both large and small shields. They will burn bows and arrows,
war clubs, and spears. They will use the weapons to burn in
their fires for seven years. They won’t need to take wood from
the field or chop firewood from the forests. This is because
they will make fires with the weapons. They will take the
valuable things of those who took their valuable things. They
will grab the things of those who grabbed their things,’ says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘On that day, I will give Gog a place to be buried in Israel. It will be
“The Valley of the Travelers,” east of the Dead Sea. It will block
the road for travelers. This is because Gog and all his army will
be buried there. People will call it The Valley of Gog’s Army.
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“‘The people of Israel will be burying them for seven months to make
the land clean again. All the people of the land will bury them.
The people of Israel will be honored on the day of My victory,’
says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘They will choose men to work through the land to make it clean.
With others, they will bury Gog’s soldiers still lying dead on the
ground. After the seven months are finished, they will still
search. They will go through the land. If one person sees a
human bone, then he will put a marker next to it. The sign will
stay there until the grave-diggers come. They will burn the
bone in “The Valley of Gog’s Army.” A city will be there named
Hamonah. So, they will make the land clean again.’
“O son of man, this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Speak
to every kind of bird and wild animal: ‘Come together, come.
Come together from all around to My sacrifice. I will prepare it
for you. It is a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel. Then
you can eat flesh and drink blood. You will eat the flesh of
mighty men. You will drink the blood of the rulers of the earth.
You will do it as people eat all the fit animals from Bashan:
male sheep, lambs, goats, and bulls. You will eat and drink
from My sacrifice which I have made ready for you. So, you will
eat fat until you are full. You will drink blood until you are
drunk. At My table, you will eat until you are full of horses, and
riders, and all kinds of soldiers,’ says the LORD God, the Eternal
One.
“And, I will show My greatness among the nations. All the nations will
feel My power when I punish them. From that day on, the
people of Israel will know that I am the Eternal One, the LORD,
their God. And, the nations will know that the people of Israel
were taken away captive, because they turned against Me. So, I
turned away from them. And, I permitted their enemies to
defeat them. All of them died in war. I punished them for their
uncleanness and their sins. I turned away from them.
“So this is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Now I will bring
the people of Jacob back from captivity. I will have mercy on
the whole nation of Israel. I will not allow them to dishonor Me.
The people will forget their shame. And, they will forget how
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they rejected Me. They will live in peace on their own land. No
one will make them afraid. I will bring the people back from
other lands. I will gather them from the lands of their enemies.
That is how I will show that I am holy through My people. And,
many nations will see that I am holy. Then My people will know
that I am the Eternal One, the LORD, their God. This is because I
sent them into captivity among the nations. But then, I brought
them back to their own land. And, I didn’t leave anyone behind.
I will not turn away from them anymore. I will put My Spirit into
the people of Israel,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Most biblical scholars agree that God (38:1) is a symbolic
name for the nations as a whole north of Israel. Meshach is Moscow.
Tubal, a son of Japheth (Gen. 10:2), lived in the Caucasus Mountains.
Persia is today’s Iran, Ethiopia is the nation in Northern Africa, and
Libya another nation in Northern Africa on the Mediterranean Sea.
Gomer is modern-day Germany, and Togarmuh is modern Turkey
(38:2-6). Some of these nations are Arabic in opposition to Israel.
Israel’s enemies appear to oppose Israel to the end, and some
people who hate you because of your faith will not change their
hatred until God transforms them through the new birth. Lord, I pray

for those who hate me. Save them, transform them, and may they
follow You, as I am Your disciple. I pray against Israel’s enemies,
because they are Your enemies. I pray for the peace of Jerusalem
(Ps. 122:6).
This chapter describes the great destruction upon Israel’s
enemies (39:8-16). Then Israel will return to her land, “I will bring
again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of
Israel” (38:25). Lord, I rejoice in Your faithfulness to Israel.

Therefore, I know You will be faithful to me.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A VISION OF THE HOUSE OF YAHWEH
Ezekiel 40
It was the 25th year of our captivity, the 10th day of the first month
(April 28, 573 B.C.), the 14th year after Jerusalem was defeated.
On that same day, I felt the power of the LORD. He brought me to
Jerusalem. In the visions of God, He brought me into the land of
Israel. He put me on a very high mountain. On the south side of
the mountain there were some buildings that looked like a city.
The LORD took me closer to the building. I saw a man who
looked as if he were made of bronze. He was standing in the
gateway. He had a cord made of linen and a stick in his hand,
both for measuring. The man said to me, “O son of man, look
with your eyes and hear with your ears. And, pay attention to
everything that I will show you. That is why you have been
brought here. Tell the people of Israel everything that you
see.”
THE EAST GATE
I saw a wall that surrounded the temple. The measuring stick in the
man’s hand was 10 ½ feet (6 cubits) long. So, the man
measured the wall. It was 10 ½ feet thick and 10 ½ feet high.
Then the man went to the east gate. He went up its steps and
measured the opening of the gate. It was more than 10 ½ feet
wide. There were rooms for the guards. They were 10 ½ feet
long and 10 ½ feet wide. The walls that came out between the
rooms of the guards were about 9 feet thick. And there was a
gate next to the porch that faced the temple. The opening of
this gate was 10 ½ feet wide.
Then the man measured the porch of the gateway. It was 14 feet
deep. And its doors were 3 ½ feet thick. The porch of the
gateway faced the temple.
There were 3 little rooms on each side of the last gate. These 3
rooms measured the same on each side. The walls between
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\40 EZEKIEL 40.docx

Page 1 of 5

each room were the same thickness. The man measured the
width of the entrance to the gateway. It was 17 ½ feet wide. The
length of the gate was about 23 feet. And, there was a low wall
that was about 21 inches high in front of each room. The rooms
were 10 ½ feet on each side. The man measured the gateway
from the roof of one room to the roof of the opposite room. It
was about 44 feet from one door to the opposite door. The man
also measured the porch. It was about 35 feet wide. The
courtyard was around the porch. From the front of the outer
side of the gate to the front of the porch of the inner side of the
gate was 87 ½ feet. The rooms and porch had small windows
on all sides. The windows were narrower on the side facing the
gateway. Carvings of palm trees were on each inner wall of the
rooms.
THE OUTER COURTYARD
Then the man brought me into the outer courtyard. I saw rooms and a
pavement of stones. Thirty rooms were along the edge of the
paved walkway. The pavement ran alongside the gates. It was
as long as the gates were wide. This was the lower pavement.
Then the man measured from the outer wall to the inner wall.
The outer court between these 2 walls was 175 feet on the east
and on the north.
THE NORTH GATE
The man measured the length and width of the gate leading to the
outer courtyard. It faced north. It had 3 rooms on each side.
Its inner walls and its porch measured the same as the 1st gate.
It was 87 ½ feet long. And it was 44 feet wide. Its windows,
porch, and carvings of palm trees measured the same as the
east gate. Seven steps went up to the gate. And, the gate’s
porch was opposite them. The inner courtyard had a gate
across from the northern gate like the one on the east. The
man measured it and found it was 175 feet from inner gate to
outer gate.
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THE SOUTH GATE
Then the man led me south. I saw a gate facing south. He measured
its inner walls and its porch. They measured the same as the
other gates. The gate and its porch had windows all around
like the other gates. It was 87 ½ feet long and 44 feet wide.
Seven steps went up to this gate. Its porch was in front of them.
It had carvings of palm trees on its inner walls. A gate was on
the south side of the inner courtyard. The man measured from
the gate to gate on the south side. It was 175 feet.
THE INNER COURTYARD
Then the man brought me through the south gate to the inner
courtyard. The inner south gate measured the same as the
gates in the outer wall. The south gate’s inner rooms, the inner
walls, and the porch measured the same as the gates in the
outer wall. There were windows all around the gate and its
porch. The gate was 87 ½ feet long and 44 feet wide. Each
porch of each inner gate was about 44 feet long and about 9
feet wide. The south gate’s inner porch faced the outer
courtyard. Carvings of palm trees were on its inside walls. Its
stairway had 8 steps. The man brought me into the inner
courtyard on the east side. He measured the inner east gate. It
measured the same as the other gates. The east gate’s inner
rooms, the inside walls, and the porch measured the same as
the other gates. Windows were all around the gate and its
porch. The inner east gate was 87 ½ feet long and 44 feet wide.
Its porch faced the outer courtyard. Carvings of palm trees
were on its inner walls on each side. Its stairway had 8 steps.
Then the man brought me to the inner north gate. He measured it. It
measured the same as the other gate. Its rooms, the inner
walls, and the porch measured the same as the other gates.
Windows were all around the gate. It was 87 ½ feet long and 44
feet wide. Its porch faced the outer courtyard. Carvings of
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palm trees were on its inner walls on each side. And, its
stairway had 8 steps.
OTHER BUILDINGS AND ROOMS
There was a room with a door that opened onto the porch of the inner
north gate. In this room, the priests washed animals for the
whole burnt-offerings. There were 2 tables on each side of the
room. Animals for whole burnt-offerings, sin-offerings, and
penalty-offerings were killed on these tables. On each side of
the porch, outside the door to the room, were 2 tables. So, 4
tables were on one side of the gate. And 4 tables were on the
other side of the gate. In all, there were 8 tables on which the
priests killed animals for sacrifices. There were 4 tables of cut
stone for the whole burnt-offering. These tables were about 3
feet long and 3 feet wide. And, they were about 2 feet high. On
these tables, the priests put their tools. They used the tool to
kill animals for whole burnt-offerings and the other sacrifices.
Double-hooks that were 3 inches long were put up on all the
walls. The flesh for the offering was put on the tables.
There were 2 rooms in the inner courtyard. One was beside the north
gate. It faced south. The other room was beside the south
gate. It faced north. The man said to me, “The room which
faces the south is for the priests. They serve in the temple.
And, the room that faces north is for the priests who serve at
the altar. These priests are descendents of Zadok. They are
the only descendents of Levi, who can come near the LORD to
serve Him.”
The man measured the temple courtyard. It was a perfect square. It
was 175 feet long and 175 feet wide. The altar was in front of the
temple.
The man brought me to the porch of the temple. And, he measured
each wall of the porch. It was about 9 feet on each side. The
gate was 24 ½ feet wide. The walls of the gate were about 5
feet on each side. The porch was 35 feet long and 21 feet wide.
Ten steps went up to the porch. Pillars were by the walls, one
on each side of the entrance.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel is transported in a vision to the temple mount. What is
this temple? 1. Some say it describes Solomon’s Temple that was
destroyed. 2. Some say it is the blueprint for Zerubbabel to rebuild
the Temple. 3. Some say it is the place for the returning Jews to build
during the Tribulation. But notice what is left out, i.e., the Ark of the
Covenant, the Mercy Seat, the Table of Showbread, and the golden
lamp stand. 4. Some say this is an allegory of the future temple in
heaven where the Body of Christ will worship.
5.
Perhaps all
these views are wrong, and that Ezekiel is describing a real temple in
Jerusalem in the future. Lord, I believe You will keep Your promises to

Israel and they will worship You in this temple in Jerusalem in the
future Millennium. But I don’t need a temple, because wherever Your
presence is located, that’s Your sanctuary. Come make Your home in
my body. Be glorified through me. I will worship You for Your
indwelling in my heart.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE TEMPLE MEASUREMENTS
Ezekiel 41
The man brought me to the Holy Place. He measured its walls. They
were 10 ½ feet wide on each side. The entrance was 17 ½ feet
wide. The walls alongside the entrance were about 9 feet wide
on each side. The man measured the Holy Place. It was 70 feet
long and 35 feet wide.
Then the man went inside. And he measured the walls of the
doorway. Each was 3 ½ feet wide. The door-way was 10 ½ feet
wide. The walls next to it were more than 12 feet thick. Then
the man measured the room at the end of the Holy Place. It was
35 feet long and 35 feet wide. The man said to me, “This is the
Most Holy Place.”
Then the man measured the wall of the temple. It was 10 ½ feet wide.
The side rooms were 7 feet wide all around the temple. The
side rooms were on 3 different stories, each above the other.
There were 30 rooms on each story. The side rooms had
ledges on the wall all around. The rooms rested on the ledge,
but were not attached to the walls. The side rooms around the
temple were wider on each higher story. So, rooms were wider
on the top story. A stairway went up from the lowest story to
the highest through the middle story.
Also, I saw that the temple had a raised base all around. It was the
foundation for the side rooms and was 10 ½ feet thick. The
outer wall of the side rooms was about 9 feet thick. There was
an open area between the side rooms of the temple and the
rooms of the priests. It was 35 feet wide and went all around
the temple. The doors of the side rooms led to a paved base
around the outside of the temple. One door faced north. And,
the other door faced south. The paved base was about 9 feet
wide all around.
There was a building facing the temple courtyard at the west side. It
was 122 ½ feet wide. The wall of the building was about 9 feet
thick all around. It was 157 ½ feet long.
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Then the man measured the temple. The temple was 175 feet long.
This included the courtyard with the building and its walls. It
was all 175 feet long. Also, the eastern front of the temple and
its courtyard was 175 feet wide.
The man measured the length of the building facing the courtyard on
the west side, including its side rooms. Its walls from one side
to the other were 175 feet.
The Holy Place, the Most Holy Place, and the porch of the courtyard
had wood panels on the walls. By the doorway, the temple had
wood panels on the walls. The wood covered all the walls from
the floor up to the windows. The windows were covered with
crossed strips of wood.
In the space above the entrance to the Most Holy Place there were
carvings. And, on the outside and all the walls around the Most
Holy Place and the Holy Place were carvings. The carvings
were of creatures with wings and palm trees. A palm tree was
between each carved creature. Every creature had 2 faces.
One was a man’s face looking toward the palm tree on one side.
The other was a lion’s face looking toward the palm tree on the
other side. They were carved all around the temple wall. This
was from the floor to above the door. Palm trees and creatures
with wings were carved on all the walls of the Holy Place. The
walls of the Holy Place were square. In front of the Most Holy
Place was something that looked like an altar of wood. It was
more than 5 feet high and 3 feet wide. Its corners, base, and
sides were made of wood. The man said to me, “This is the
table that is in the presence of the LORD.” Both the Holy Place
and the Most Holy Place had double doors. Each of the doors
had 2 pieces that would swing open. Palm trees and creatures
with wings were also carved on the doors of the Holy Place.
They were like those carved on the walls. And, there was a
wooden roof on the front temple porch. There were windows
and palm trees on both side walls of the porch. The side rooms
of the temple were also covered by a roof.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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In verse 4, Ezekiel is shown “the most Holy Place” which is the
“Holy of Holies.” This is the room where the Ark of the Covenant was
located, and the High Priest entered with blood on the Day of
Atonement to make redemption for God’s people. It is the Holy of all
Holies, because a holy God came to dwell in that room. Nothing can
be more holy then God. Lord, make my heart a “holy of holies.” Come

make Your home in the sanctuary of my body. Because You are holy,
make my life holy. I will separate myself from sin to reflect glory to
You. Thank You for the blood of Christ Jesus that cleanses me from all
sin (1 John 1:7).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
BUILDINGS TO THE NORTH AND SOUTH
Ezekiel 42
Then the man led me northward, out into the outer courtyard. He led
me to the rooms across from the temple courtyard. The outer
wall was north of these rooms. The building on the north side
was 175 feet long and 87 ½ feet wide. There was 35 feet of the
temple courtyard between this building and the temple. On the
other side, this building faced the stone pavement of the outer
courtyard. The building had rooms and balconies on 3 stories.
There was a hallway on the north side of the rooms. It was 17 ½
feet wide and 175 feet long. Doors led into the rooms from this
hallway. The top rooms were narrower. This was because the
balconies took more space from them. The rooms on the 1st and
2nd stories of the building were wider. The rooms were on 3
stories. They did not have pillars like the pillars of the
courtyards. So, the top rooms were farther back than those on
the 1st and 2nd stories. There was a wall outside, parallel to the
rooms, and parallel to the outer courtyard. It ran in front of the
rooms for 87 ½ feet. The row of rooms along the outer
courtyard was 87 ½ feet long. The rooms that faced the temple
were about 175 feet long. The lower rooms had an entrance on
the east end of the building. This was so that a person could
enter them from the courtyard.
There were rooms on the south side, parallel to the wall of the outer
courtyard. They faced the temple courtyard. These rooms had
a hallway in front of them. They were like the rooms on the
north. They had the same length and width. And the doors
were the same. The doors of the south rooms were like the
doors of the north rooms. There was a door at the east end of a
hall. This hall went to all the rooms.
The man said to me, “The north rooms and south rooms across from
the temple courtyard are holy rooms. There the priests who go
to the LORD will eat the most holy offerings. There they will put
the most holy offerings, the food-offerings, the sin-offerings,
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\42 EZEKIEL 42.docx

Page 1 of 2

and the penalty-offerings. The priests who enter the Holy Place
must leave their serving clothes there. Then they may go into
the outer courtyard. This is because these clothes are holy.
The priests must put on other clothes. Then they may go to the
part of the temple which is for the people.”
The man finished measuring the area inside the temple. Then he
brought me out, through the east gate. He measured the area
all around. The man measured the east side with the
measuring stick. It was 875 feet by the measuring-stick. He
measured the north side. It was 875 feet by the measuring
stick. He measured the south side. It was 875 feet by the
measuring stick. He went around to the west side. And it
measured 875 feet by the measuring stick. So, he measured
the temple on all 4 sides. The temple had a wall all around it. It
was 875 feet long and 875 feet wide. It separated the holy from
what is not holy.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Because Ezekiel was born in the Tribe of Levi, and had been a
priest (1:3), he was concerned with the rooms in the Temple and gave
their exact measurements. Lord, I want to handle the temple of my

body as carefully as Ezekiel wrote about the coming Temple in the
Millennium. Lord, I want to do everything You want me to do; teach me
what to do. I want You to dwell in every part of my body; I yield it all to
You. I want You to be glorified in every part of my body; come possess
every part of my temple. I only have this one body; I give it to You for
Your purpose.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE GLORY OF THE LORD RETURNS TO THE TEMPLE
Ezekiel 43
The man led me to the outer east gate. And, I saw the greatness
of the God of Israel coming from the east. God’s voice was like the
roar of rushing water. His greatness made the earth shine. I saw a
vision. It was like the vision that I had seen when the LORD came to
destroy the city. It was also like the vision that I had seen beside the
Chebar River. I bowed face-down on the ground. The greatness of the
LORD came into the temple through the east gate.
Then the Spirit picked me up and brought me into the inner
courtyard. There the LORD’s greatness filled the temple. The man
stood at My side. I heard someone speaking to me from inside the
temple. The voice from the temple said to me, “O son of man, this is
My throne. And, this is the place where My feet rest. I will live here
among the Israelites forever. The people of Israel will not make My
holy Name unclean again. Neither will the people nor their kings
make it unclean by their sexual sins again. Nor will they make it
unclean with the corpses of their kings again. They made My Name
unclean by putting their door-way next to My door-way. And they put
their door-post next to My door-post. Only a wall separated Me from
them. When they did their acts that I hate, they made My holy Name
unclean. So, I destroyed them in My anger. Now, let them stop their
sexual sins. And, let them take the corpses of their kings far away
from Me. Then I will live among them forever.
“O son of man, tell the people of Israel about the temple. Then
they will be ashamed of their sins. Let them think about the plan of
the temple. Then they will be ashamed of all they have done. Let
them know the design of the temple. Let them know how it is built.
Show them its exits and entrances. Show them all of its designs, all
of its rules, and all of its teachings. And, write the rules as they
watch. Do this, so that they can obey all the teachings and rules of
the temple. This is the teaching of the temple: All the area around the
top of the mountain is most holy. This is the teaching of the temple.
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THE ALTAR
“And these are the measurements of the altar, using the
measuring stick. It is 21 inches long. The altar’s base is 21 inches
high and 21 inches long. Its rim is about 9 inches around its edge.
And the altar is this tall: From the ground up to the lower ledge, it
measures 3 ½ feet. It is 21 inches wide. It measures 7 feet from the
smaller ledge to the larger ledge and it is 21 inches wide. The place
where the sacrifice is burned on the altar is 7 feet high. The 4 corners
are shaped like horns and reach up above it. It is square. It is 21 feet
long and 21 feet wide. The upper ledge is also square, 24 ½ feet long
and 24 ½ feet wide. The border around it is 10 ½ inches around. Its
steps are on the east side.”
Then the man said to me, “O son of man, this is what the LORD
God, the Eternal One, says: These are the rules for the altar. When it is
built, use these rules to offer whole burnt-offerings and sprinkle
blood on it. You must offer a young bull as a sin-offering to the
priests. These priests are the Levites from the family of Zadok. They
come near Me to serve Me, says the LORD God, the Eternal One. Take
some of the bull’s blood and put it on the altar’s 4 corners. Put it on
the 4 corners of the ledge, too. And, put it on the border all around.
This is how you will make the altar pure and ready for God’s service.
Then take the bull for the sin-offering, and burn it in the proper place
in the temple areas. It will be outside the Holy Place.
“On the 2nd day, offer a male goat. It must have no physical
defects. It will be for a sin-offering. The priests will make the altar
pure and ready for God’s service. They will do it the same way that
they did with the young bull. When you finish making the altar pure
and ready, offer a young bull, and a male sheep from the flock. They
must also have no physical defects. You must offer them in the
presence of the LORD. The priest will throw salt on them. Then they
will offer them as a whole burnt-offering to the LORD.
“You must prepare a goat every day for 7 days as a sin-offering.
Also, you must prepare a young bull and male sheep from the flock.
They must have no physical defects. For 7 days, the priests will make
the altar pure and ready for God’s service. Then the priests will give
the altar to God. After these 7 days, on the 8th day, the priests must
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present your offerings. They must offer your whole burnt-offerings
and your peace-offerings on the altar. Then I will accept you,” says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel saw the glory of God return to Jerusalem through the
East Gate. This is the same gate by which God’s glory left Jerusalem
(10:19). There is a principle to remember: God returns the way He left.
When you sin in any area of your life, you must get God back through
the door He left. You must confess the sin of that area, and apply the
blood of Christ to that area. Lord, I want You to live in every area of my

life. When I’ve sinned in any area, I confess the sin of that area—
forgive me—cleanse me—restore me. Come back into that area to
live and reign.
Ezekiel said, “I fell on my face” (v. 3). What else can you do
when you see the glory of God? Lord, I’m on my face and I’m ashamed

of my failures and weaknesses. I’m fearful because of my sin.
Forgive me. I’m on my face to worship You.

Ezekiel “heard Him speaking . . . out of the house” (v. 6). God
speaks out of His house when we come to His house. Lord, I will go to

a church building every Lord’s Day. I want to meet You there. Speak
to me when I obey Your command to gather with other believers (Heb.
10:25). Speak in Your house.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LAWS CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF THE LORD
Ezekiel 44
Then the man brought me back to the outer east gate of the temple
area. The gate was shut. The LORD said to me, “This gate will
stay shut. It will not be opened. No one may enter through it.
This is because the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered
through it. So, it must stay shut. Only the ruler himself may sit
in the gateway to eat bread in the presence of the LORD. He
must enter through the porch of the gateway and go out the
same way.”
Then the man brought me through the outer north gate. He brought
me to the front of the temple. I looked and saw the greatness of
the LORD. It was filling the temple of the LORD. I bowed facedown on the ground.
The LORD said to me, “O son of man, pay attention. See this with your
eyes, and hear this with your ears. See and hear everything
that I tell you about all the rules and instructions of the temple
of the LORD. Pay attention to the entrance to the temple and to
all the exits from the temple area. Then speak to those who
refuse to obey. Say to the people of Israel, ‘This is what the
LORD God, the Eternal One, says: Stop doing all your acts that I
hate, Israel. You brought foreigners into My Holy Place. They
were not circumcised in the flesh. They had not given
themselves to serving Me. You dishonored My temple when
you offered Me fat and blood. You broke My covenant by all
your ways that I hate. And, you have not taken care of My holy
things. You put foreigners in charge of My temple. This is what
the LORD god, the Eternal One, says: Foreigners who are not
circumcised in flesh and who do not give themselves to
serving Me may not enter My temple. Even a foreigner living
among the people of Israel may not enter.
“‘Some Levites stopped obeying Me when Israel abandoned Me and
followed their idols. These Levites must be punished for their
sin. These Levites are to be servants in My Holy Place. They
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\44 EZEKIEL 44.docx

Page 1 of 4

may guard the gates of the temple. They may serve in the
temple. They may kill the animals for the whole burnt-offering
and the sacrifices for the people. They may stand in front of
the people to serve them. But these Levites helped the people
worship their idols and caused the people of Israel to fall. So, I
have made this promise: They will be punished for their sin,’
says the LORD God, the Eternal One. ‘They will not come near Me
to serve as priests. They will not come near any of My holy
things or the holiest offerings. Instead, they will be ashamed
of the things they did that I hate. However, I will make them
take care of the temple. They will take care of everything that
must be done in it.
THE RULES CONCERNING THE PRIESTS
“‘But this is not true for priests who are Levites and descendants of
Zadok. They took care of My Holy Place when Israel abandoned
Me. They may stand in My presence. They will offer Me the fat
and the blood of the animals that they sacrifice,” says the LORD
God, the Eternal One. “They are the only ones who may enter My
Holy Place. They may come near My table to serve Me. They
may take care of the things which I gave them.
“‘When they enter the gates of the inner courtyard, they must wear
wool to serve at the gate of the inner courtyard or in the
temple. They will wear linen turbans on their heads and linen
underwear. They will not wear anything that makes them
perspire. At times, they will go out into the outer courtyard to
the people. However, before they go, they must take off their
serving clothes. They must put these clothes away in the holy
rooms. And, they must put on different clothes. Then they will
not permit their holy clothes to hurt the people.
“‘They must not shave their heads or allow their hair to grow out long.
They must keep the hair of their heads trimmed. None of the
priests may drink wine when they enter the inner courtyard.
The priests must not marry a widow or a divorced woman. They
may marry only virgins from the people of Israel. Or, they may
marry a widow of a priest. They must teach My people the
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difference between what is holy and what is not holy. They
must help My people know what is unclean and what is clean.
“‘In the court, they will act as judges. When they judge, they will
follow My instructions. They must obey My laws and My rules
at all my special feasts. They must keep My Sabbaths holy.
“‘They must not go near a corpse, thus making themselves unclean.
But they are allowed to make themselves unclean if the dead
person is a relative. It might be his father, his mother, his son,
his daughter, his brother or a sister who has not married. After
the priest has been made “clean” again, he must wait for 7
days. Then he may go back into the inner courtyard to serve in
the temple. But, he must offer a sin-offering for himself,’ says
the LORD God, the Eternal One.
“‘These are the rules about the priests and their property: They will
have Me instead of property. You will not give them any land to
own in Israel. I am what they will own. They will eat the foodofferings, the sin-offerings, and the penalty-offerings.
Everything that Israel offers will be theirs. And, the best fruits
of all the first harvests will be for the priests. And, they will
have all the special gifts offered to Me. You will also give to the
priests the first part of your grain that you grind. This will
cause a blessing to come upon your house. The priests must
not eat any bird or animal that died a natural death. And, they
must not eat one that has been torn apart by wild animals.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel deals with those who may minister in the new temple.
Ezekiel sees the East Gate is shut permanently, “It shall not be
opened” (v. 2). That’s because the LORD came through that gate and a
human would desecrate it. But it also suggests the LORD will never
again depart from His temple. Lord, You’ve entered my life and I’ve

become Your sanctuary (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16). Dwell in me and be
glorified in my body. You have given me eternal life and I shall have it
forever.

Again Ezekiel “looked and behold the glory of the LORD filled
the house of the Lord: and I fell on my face” (44:4). Lord, I too fell on
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\Praying When You're Caught in the Middle to be appended\03

Ezekiel to be appended\44 EZEKIEL 44.docx

Page 3 of 4

my face in worship because You dwell with Your people. You are
Emmanuel, “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). You came to live among us in
the incarnation, now You come to live in me in salvation. I worship
You with my face to the ground.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE DIVISION OF THE LAND
Ezekiel 45
“‘Divide the land for the Israelite tribes by picking lots. At that time,
you will give a part of the land to Me, it will belong to the LORD.
It will be about 7 miles long and about 3 miles wide. All of this
land will be holy. An area of 875 feet square will be for the
temple. There will be an open space around the temple that is
87 ½ feet wide. In the holy area, you will measure a part about 7
miles long and 3 miles wide. The Most Holy Place will be in this
holy area. This holy part of the land will be for the priests who
serve in the temple. This is where they come near to serve the
LORD. It will be a place for the houses of the priests. And, it will
be the place for the temple. Another area will be about 7 miles
long and more than 3 miles wide. It will be for the Levites, who
serve in the temple. It will belong to them, so that they will
have cities in which to live.
“‘And, you will give the city an area that is about 1 ½ miles wide and
about 7 miles long. It will be along the side of the holy area. It
will belong to all the people of Israel.
“‘The ruler will have land on both sides of the holy area and the city.
On the west of the holy area, his land will reach to the
Mediterranean Sea. On the east of the holy area, his land will
reach to the eastern border. It will be as long as the land given
to each tribe. This land will be the ruler’s property in Israel. So,
My rulers will not be cruel to My people anymore. But they will
give land to each tribe in the nation of Israel.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: You have gone far
enough, you rulers of Israel. Stop being cruel and hurting
people. Do what is right and fair. Stop forcing My people out of
their homes, says the LORD God, the Eternal One. You must have
honest scales, an honest dry measurement, and an honest
liquid measurement. The dry measure and the liquid measure
will be the same: The liquid measure will always be one-tenth
of a homer. The ephah will always be one-tenth of a homer.
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The measurement they follow will be the homer. The shekel
will be worth 20 gerahs. A mina will be worth 60 shekels.
“‘This is the gift that you will offer: one-sixth of an ephah from a
homer of wheat; one-sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley.
The amount of oil that you are to offer is one-tenth of a bath
(approximately 90 gallons). You should give 1 sheep from each
flock of 200 from the watering places of Israel. They are to be
offered with the food-offerings, the whole burnt-offerings, and
the peace-offerings. These offerings are to forgive sins,’ says
the LORD God, the Eternal One. ‘All people in the land will give
this special offering for the ruler of Israel. It will be the ruler’s
responsibility to supply the whole burnt-offerings, the foodofferings, and the drink-offerings. These offerings will be
given at the festivals and at the New Moons. They will also be
given on the Sabbaths and at all the other festivals of the
people of Israel. The ruler will supply the sin-offerings, the
food-offerings, and the peace-offerings. These offerings are to
pay for the sins of Israel.
THE FEASTS
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: On the 1st day of the
1st month, take 1 young bull that has no physical defects. Use it
to make the temple pure and ready for God’s service. The
priest will take some of the blood from the sin-offering and put
it on the door-posts of the temple. He will put it on the 4
corners of the ledge of the altar. And, he will put it on the posts
of the gate of the inner courtyard. You will do the same thing
on the 7th day of the month. You will do it for anyone who has
sinned by accident or without knowing it. This is how you make
the temple pure and ready for God’s service.
“‘On the 14th day of the 1st month, you will celebrate the Festival of
Passover. It will be a festival of 7 days when you eat bread
made without yeast. On that day, the ruler must offer a bull for
himself and for all the people of the land. The bull will be a sinoffering. During the 7 days of the festival, the ruler must offer 7
bulls. And, he must offer 7 male sheep. The bulls and sheep
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must have no physical defects. They will be whole burntofferings to the LORD. The ruler will offer them every day of the
7 days of the feast. He must also offer 1 male goat every day as
a sin-offering. The ruler must give as a food-offering a halfbushel for each bull and a half-bushel for each male sheep. He
must give 2 gallons of olive oil for each half-bushel, too.
“‘Beginning on the 15th day of the 7th month, you will celebrate the
Festival of Tabernacles. During the festival, the ruler will do
the same things for 7 days. He will supply the sin-offering, the
whole burnt-offering, the food-offering, and the olive oil.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel described the portion of land that is designated for the
priest. It is to be on a high hill (v. 2) with walled courts for privacy and
protection (v. 4). Notice the place they live “shall be holy” (v. 1). That
suggests we must dedicate our house (apartments, condos, or
rooms) to God to be holy for Him. Lord, I give You my house; come live

there and be glorified there. I will not keep evil things there, nor will I
do evil there. Come live in my house, and may people who visit me
realize it is a holy place that is dedicated to You. Protect my dwelling
from harm. I will use my house to glorify You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PRINCE AND THE OFFERINGS
Ezekiel 46
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: The east gate of the
inner courtyard will be shut on the 6 working days. But it will
not be opened on the Sabbath day. And, it will be open on the
day of the New Moon. The ruler will entire through the porch of
the gateway. He will enter from outside and stand by the
gatepost. Then the priests will offer the ruler’s whole burntoffering and peace-offerings. The ruler will worship at the
entrance of the gate. Then he will go out. However, the gate
will not be shut until evening. The people of the land will
worship at the entrance of that gateway. They will worship
there in the presence of the LORD on the Sabbaths and the New
Moons. This is the whole burnt-offering that the ruler will offer
to the LORD on the Sabbath day. It will be 6 male lambs which
have no physical defects. And, it will be 1 male sheep which
has no physical defects. He must give a half-bushel foodoffering with the male sheep. But, he can give as much foodofferings with the lambs as he pleases. He must also give 2
gallons of olive oil for each half-bushel of grain. On the day of
the New Moon, he must offer 1 young bull. It must have no
physical defects. He must also offer 6 lambs and 1 male sheep.
They must have no physical defects, either. The ruler must
give a half-bushel food-offering with the bull. And, he must
give the same with the male sheep. With the lambs, he can
give as much grain as he pleases. But he must give 2 gallons
of olive oil for each half-bushel of grain. And when the ruler
enters, he must go in through the porch of the gateway. He
must go out the same way.
“‘The people of the land must come into the presence of the LORD at
the special festivals. Anyone who enters through the north
gate to worship must go out through the south gate. Anyone
who enters through the south gate must go out through the
north gate. No one will return the same way he entered. Each
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person will go out straight ahead. When the people go in, the
ruler will go in with them. When they go out, the ruler will go
out.
“‘At the festivals and the regular time of worship a half-bushel of
grain must be offered. It will be offered with a young bull. And,
a half-bushel of grain must be offered with a male sheep. But
with an offering of lambs, the ruler may give as much grain as
he wants. He should give a gallon of olive oil for each halfbushel of grain. The ruler may give an offering as a special gift
to the LORD. It may be a whole burnt-offering or a peaceoffering. When he gives it to the LORD, the inner east gate will
be opened for him. He must offer his whole burnt-offering and
his peace-offerings as he does on the Sabbath day. Then he
will go out. After he has gone out, the gate will be shut.
“‘Every morning you will give a year-old lamb that has no physical
defects. It will be for a whole burnt-offering to the LORD every
day. Also, you must offer a food-offering with the lamb every
morning. With it, you will give 3 1/3 quarts of olive oil. This is
to make the flour moist. It will be a food-offering to the LORD.
This is a rule that must be kept from now on. So, they must
always give the lamb, the food-offering, and the olive oil every
morning as a whole burnt-offering.
“‘This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: The ruler might give
a gift from his land to one of his sons. Then that land will
belong to that son’s children. It is their property from their
family. But the ruler might give a gift from his land to one of his
slaves. That land will belong to the slave only until the year of
Jubilee. Then the land will go back to the ruler. Only the ruler’s
sons may keep a gift of land from the ruler. The ruler must not
take any of the people’s land. He must not force them out of
their land. He must give his sons some land from his own land.
Then My people will not be scattered out of their own land.’”
The man led me through the entrance at the side of the gateway. He
led me to the holy room of the priests that faces north. There I
saw a place at the west end. The man said to me, “This is where
the priests will boil the meat of the penalty-offering and sinoffering. There the priests will bake the food-offering. Then
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they will not need to bring these offerings into the outer
courtyard. That would hurt the people.”
Then the man brought me out to the outer courtyard. Each small
courtyard was 70 feet long and 52 ½ feet wide. All 4 corners
measured the same. A stone wall was around each of the 4
small courtyards. Places for cooking were built into each of
the stone walls. The man said to me, “These are the kitchens.
The priests of the temple will boil the sacrifices for the people
here.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Notice the attention given to details in this chapter. It
suggests we should make sure the details of our life are disciplined
so they bring glory to God. To avoid confusion, when people came in
one gate, they went out the opposite one. The feast, sacrifices and
offerings were given in specific ways. Lord, I will give attention to the

small details of my life. Keep sin from entering my life in small ways.
May small details glorify You. The world says “the devil is in the
details,” but I believe You are in the details.

The land of Israel belonged to God, not to the people. They
possessed it as a lease, and were to use the land to glorify God (vs. 16,
18). That means everything a believer has belongs to God, and we
must be good stewards of the things that are His. A steward correctly
manages his time, talent and possessions for the glory of God. Lord,

help me be a good manager of Your possessions. Where I am a weak
manager, strengthen me to do right. When I am an ignorant manager,
teach me to manage properly. Where I am a lazy manager, convict me
of slothfulness, and help me correctly manage all the things You’ve
given me for Your glory.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE WATERS FLOWING FROM THE HOUSE OF THE LORD
Ezekiel 47
The man led me back to the door of the temple. I saw water coming
out from under the door-way that faces east. The water flowed
down from the south end of the temple. It was south of the
altar. The man brought me out through the outer north gate.
And, he led me around outside to the outer east gate. The water
was coming out on the south side of the gate.
The man went toward the east with a line in his hand. He measured
about one-third of a mile. Then he led me through water that
came up to my ankles. The man measured about one-third of a
mile again. Then he led me through water that came up to my
knees. Then he measured about one-third of a mile again. And,
he led me through water up to my waist. The man measured
about one-third of a mile again. But it was now a river that I
could not cross. The water had risen too high. It was deep
enough for swimming. It was a river that no one could cross.
The man asked me, “O son of man, do you see this?”
Then the man led me back along the bank of the river. As I went back,
I saw many trees on both sides of the water. The man said to
me, “This water will flow toward the eastern areas. It will go
down into the Jordan Valley. When the water enters the Dead
Sea, it will become fresh. And everywhere the river goes, there
will be many animals and fish. Wherever this water goes, the
Dead Sea will become fresh. So, where the river goes, there
will be many living things. Fishermen will stand by the sea.
From En-Gedi all the way to En-Eglaim will become a place to
spread fishing nets. There will be many kinds of fish in the
Dead Sea. There will be as many kinds of fish as there are in
the Mediterranean Sea. But the swamps and marshes will not
become fresh. They will be left for salt. All kinds of fruit trees
will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not dry up
and die. The trees will have fruit every month because the
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water for them comes from the temple. The fruit from the tree
will be for food. And their leaves will be for medicine.
THE LAND INHERITANCE
This is what the LORD God, the Eternal One, says: “These are the
borders to divide the land among the 12 tribes of Israel. Joseph
will have 2 parts of land. You will divide the land equally. I
promised to give it to your ancestors. So, this land will belong
to you from your family.
“This will be the border line of the land. One the north side, it will
start at the Mediterranean Sea. It will go by the Hethlon Road.
This is where the road turns toward Lebo-Hamath. And, it will
go to the cities of Zedad, Berothah, and Sibraim. Sibraim is on
the border between Damascus and Hamath. And, it will go on to
the city of Hazer-Hatticon, on the border of the country of
Hauran. So, the border line will go from the Mediterranean Sea,
east to the city of Hazar-Enan. This is on the northern border of
Damascus. And, the country of Hamath will be on the north side
of the border.
“On the east side, the border runs south from a point between Hauran
and Damascus. It will go along the Jordan River, between
Gilead and the land of Israel. It will continue in the city of
Tamar on the Dead Sea. This will be the east side of the land.
“On the south side, the border line will go east from Tamar. It will go
all the way to the water of Meribah-Hadesh. Then it will run
along the brook of Egypt to the Mediterranean Sea. This will be
the south side of the land.
“On the west side, the Mediterranean Sea will be the border line. It
will go to a place across from Lebo-Hamath. This will be the
west side of your land.
“So, you will divide this land among the tribes of Israel. You will
divide it as a property for yourselves. And, it will be for you and
for the foreigners who live and have children among you.
These foreigners will be like people born in Israel. You will
divide some land for them among the tribes of Israel. In
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whatever tribe the foreigners live, you will give him some
land,” says the LORD God, the Eternal One.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezekiel saw a river “trickling” (v. 1, NASV) out from under the
throne. This is a picture of the grace or mercy of God that flows to us.
The water kept getting deeper: “to the ankles” (v. 3), “to the knees” (v.
4), “to my waist” (v. 4), “water to swim” (v. 5). Even when storms and
deep water threaten us, we can swim in God’s grace. The more we
need God’s forgiveness, the more He has for us. Lord, thank You that

Your grace meets my needs, and that no matter how deep the
troubles; You have grace to cover all my sin.

Ezekiel was told, “Everything will live wherever the river goes”
(v. 9). This will happen literally in the Millennium; but for us today,
symbolically, the grace of God changes our life. We are regenerated,
transformed, and given a new purpose in life. Lord, thank You for Your

grace that forgives me when I sin. Thank You for Your grace that
renews me when I get tired spiritually, or when I give up. Thank You
for Your grace that uses me far beyond my abilities and my
usefulness. Thank You for grace.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE DIVISION OF THE LAND INHERITANCE
Ezekiel 48
“These are the names of the tribes. The tribe of Dan will have one
share. It will begin at the northern border. It will go from the
Mediterranean Sea and over the Hethlon Road. It will follow the
road to Lebo-Hamath. It will go all the way to Haar-Enan. This is
on the northern border of Damascus. It will stop there next to
Hamath. This will be Dan’s northern border of Damascus. It will
stop there next to Hamath. This will be Dan’s northern border
from the east side to the Mediterranean Sea on the west side.
“South of Dan’s border, the tribe of Asher will have one share. It will
go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Asher’s border, the tribe of Naphtali will have one share. It
will go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Naphtali’s border, the tribe of Manasseh will have one
share. It will go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Manasseh’s border, the tribe of Ephraim will have one
share. It will go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Ephraim’s border, the tribe of Reuben will have one share. It
will go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Reuben’s border, the tribe of Judah will have one share. It
will go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Judah’s border will be the holy area which you are to give. It
will be about 7 miles wide. It will be as long as one of the
shares of the tribes. It will run from the east side to the west
side. The temple will be in the middle of this area.
“The share which you will give to the LORD will be about 7 miles long
and 3 miles wide. The holy area will be divided among these
people. For the priests on the north side, the land will measure
about 7 miles. It will be 3 miles wide on the west side, and 3
miles wide on the east side. It will be about 7 miles on the
south side. The temple of the LORD will be in the middle of it.
This land is for the priests who are given to serve the LORD.
They are the descendents of Zadok who did My work. They did
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not leave Me. The other Levites left Me when Israel did. This
share from the holy portion of the land will be a gift for these
priests. It will be next to the land of the Levites.
“Alongside the land for the priests, the Levites will have a share. It
will be about 7 miles long and 3 miles wide. Its full length will
be about 7 miles. And, its full width will be about 3 miles. The
Levites are not to sell or trade any of this land. They will not
sell any of this best part of the land. It belongs to the LORD.
“The rest of the land will be an area about 1 ½ miles wide and 7 miles
long. It will be for the other people’s use. It will be for the city,
for homes, and for pastures. The city will be in the middle of it.
These are the city’s measurements: the north side will be
about a mile. The south side will be about a mile. The east side
will be about a mile. And, the west side will be about a mile.
The city’s land for pastures will be about 437 feet on the north,
437 feet on the south, 437 feet on the east and 437 feet on the
west. Alongside the length of the holy area there will be left 3
miles on the east and 3 miles on the west. It will be used to
grow food for the city workers. The city workers will plow this
land. The workers will be from all the tribes of Israel. This
whole area will be a square, 7 miles times 7 miles. You shall
give to the LORD the holy share along with the city property.
“Land that is left over on both sides of the holy area and city property
will belong to the ruler. That land will extend eastward of the
holy area to the eastern border. And, it will extend west of it to
the Mediterranean Sea. Both of these areas run the length of
the lands of the tribes. They belong to the ruler. The holy area
with the Holy Place of the temple will be in the middle. The land
of the Levites and the city property will be between the lands
belonging to the ruler. The ruler’s land will be between the
border of the tribe of Judah and the border of the tribe of
Benjamin.
“Here is what the rest of the tribes will receive: Benjamin will have 1
share. It will go from the east side to the Mediterranean Sea on
the west side.
“South of Benjamin’s land, the tribe of Simeon will have 1 share. It will
go from the east side to the west side.
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“South of Simeon’s land, the tribe of Issachar will have 1 share. It will
go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Issachar’s land, the tribe of Zebulun will have 1 share. It will
go from the east side to the west side.
“South of Zebulun’s land, the tribe of Gad will have 1 share. It will go
from the east side to the west side.
“The southern border of Gad’s land will go east from Tamar on the
Dead Sea to the waters of Meribah-Kadesh. Then it will run
along the brook of Egypt to Mediterranean Sea.
“This is the land which you will divide among the tribes of Israel.
These are to be their shares,” says the LORD God, the Eternal
One.
THE EXITS OF THE CITY
“These will be the outside borders of the city: The north side will
measure more than a mile. There will be 3 gates facing north.
They are Reuben’s Gate, Judah’s Gate, and Levi’s Gate. The city’s
gates will be named for the tribes of Israel.
“The east side will measure more than a mile. There will be 3 gates
facing east. They are Joseph’s Gate, Benjamin’s Gate, and Dan’s
Gate.
“The south side will measure more than a mile. There will be 3 gates
facing south. They are Simeon’s Gate, Issachar’s Gate, and
Zebulun’s Gate.
“The west side will measure more than a mile. There will be 3 gates
facing west. They are Gad’s Gate, Asher’s Gate, and Naphtali’s
Gate.
“The city will measure about 6 miles around. From then on, the name
of the city will be ‘The LORD Is There, i.e., Jehovah-Shammah.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
This chapter indicates where the tribes will be located. Each
tribe is given a portion without any regard to the original assignment
given in Joshua 13-21 after the conquest. The northern tribes were
Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, Reuben and Judah. The three
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tribes located farthest from the Temple were born to Jacob’s
concubines, i.e., Dan and Naphtali were born to Rachel’s maid, Bilhah,
and Asher was born to Leah’s maid, Zilpah (Gen. 30:5-13). Gad is
farthest away from the Temple; the son of a concubine, Judah is
closest to the sanctuary because of the Messianic prophecy (Gen.
49:8-12), and he superseded Reuben the first born. Simeon, Issachar,
and Zebulun were born to Leah. Benjamin and Joseph were born to
Rachel. Lord, some were closer to the sanctuary than others; I want

to be as close to You as possible. I realize my closeness to You is
determined by my spiritual passions, so I’m going to do everything
possible to get as close to You. Here I come searching!
God gives the sanctuary a new name, “The name of that city
from that day shall be: THE LORD IS THERE” (v. 35). This is another
name of God, Jehovah-Shammah. God has been active in all the earth
and universe, but now He has gone there and to rest (Gen. 2:1, 2). Lord,

wherever You are located, I want to be there. You will be in the
eternal city, so I want to be there, to be with You, and to worship You
eternally.
Amen.
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